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ENERGY ECONOMICS GRENADA 


BRIEFS 


LIQUID GAS CONTROLS--St. George's, Mon. (Cana)--Grenada Government has 
announced controls on the import and export of liquid petroleum gas (LPG). 
An announcement in the official "Gazette" said that with immediate effect, 
the import .and export of all gas cylinders--filled or empty--would be sub- 
ject to licence. It said the decision followed complaints to Government 
from local agents, concerning serious losses incurred, when relatively new 
and expensive gas cylinders were exported for re-filling, were kept abroad, 
and often replaced by old, rusty, inexpensive and useless ones. [Text] 
[Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 25 Jan 83 p 5] 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS 


GOVERNMENT CLAIMS 5 


[Text } 


AN Internal Trade and 
Consumer’ Protection 
Ministry statement was 
issued late yesterday 
asking motorists not to 
engage in panic-buying 
and bulk storage since 
there are adequate 
stocks of petroleam 
products in the country. 

The statement, which 
comes in the wake of 
country-wide gasojene 
rationing by filling 
stations noted, however, 
that uneven distribution 
among the four oil 
companies operating in 
Guyana was one of the 
main reasons for the 
octane rationing by 
illing stations. 

Hundreds of motorists 
ges up at several of 

e gas stations around 
the city from early 

terday. Some were 
ucky enough to obtain 
supplies while others 
were turned away as “no 
gas’’ signs appeared. 

Reports from the West 
Demerara, as well as the 
East Coast and East 
Bank, Demerara _ in- 
dicated, also, that most 
filling stations were 
either sold out or had no 
supplies at all. 

The ministry's 





statement, acknowledged 


also, that problems 
which had arisen bet- 
ween Texaco of Trinidad 
and the government 
there, affected supplies 
to the company here. As 
a result the release 
noted, “Texaco has 
been without supplies of 
its own for the past two 
to three weeks.” The 
same problem has 
disrupted Sheil’s supply 
system. 


‘Since the problem 
with Texaco has now 
been temporarily 
resolved, both Texaco 
and Shell now expect to 
receive normal ship- 
ments in Guyana, 
commencing this 
weekend’’, the statement 
continued. 

Owing to the situation 
at Texaco and Sheil, the 
Guyana Oil Company 
(GUYOIL) which has 
full supplies, has been 
hard pressed to fill the 
void and at the same 
time lending gasolene to 
the other companies. 

Esso on the other hand, 
the statement said, has 


_no problems with stocks 


but rather has been 
experiencing some 


i) 


> AS STATIONS RUN OUT 


) Jan 83 pl 


difficulty with the 
quarterly quota system 
implemented by 
government. 

It is understood that 
Esso has almost 
exhausted its quota, 
resulting in the com- 
mencement of 
discussions between the 
company and ithe 
Guyana National Energy 
Authority (GNEA) to 
allow Esso to deliver 
more petrol. 

‘It is expected that the 
talks between the two 
parties will result in 
continued supplies at 
Esso stations from 
today, the statement 
said. 

- Shell on Vilissengen 
Road, was among some 
filling stations which 
introduced strict 
rationing ($10.00 per 
vehicle) because of the 
number of motorists 
awaiting supplies, and 
the limited quantity the 
station had. 


GUYANA 








(Editor's Note: On 22 January 1983, page 1, the GUYANA CHRONICLE reported 
that "the gas situation which had been affecting motorists for the last two 
weeks, improved tremendously yesterday and most consumers were able to 
obtain supplies. However, two of three Shell Service stations, the one on 
Urghart Street and the other on Camp Street, were without supplies. 
Attendants there blamed heavy pressure from motorists during the last two 
days as the main reason for the shortage. Esso, which had no real problem 
with stocks, but was experiencing difficulty with the quarterly quota 
system, has had its problems resolved and is now in a position to supply 


motorists with adequate quantities."'] 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS 
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AMOCO PROJECTS 19-PERCENT DECLINE IN 1983 PRODUCTION 


Port-of-Spain T 


(Article by Jeff Hackett] 


[Text | 


production will be taking a 
steep dive this year — from 
i barrels to 78,000 barrels 
a day. - 


company officials to review 
its 1982 programme and to 
discuss this years. pro’ 


The minister said that the 
1982 daily production figure of 
93,000 barrels represented a 
“significant decline’ from the 
1981 re of 103,000 barrels. 
The figure was a 10.7 per 
cent decline. ' 

Mr Manning said that the 

situation was ‘‘the 
source of tremendous concern 
to myself and to th 
Permanent (Mr 


company this morning.” . 
He added that ‘among 
other things we sought to 


CSO: 3298/344 


idemmify ‘what the company 


Pp to do about it.” 
Mr Roberts Powers 
Amoco’s President and 


General ee replying to 
a question erwards, ° said 
that his company in mi¢ 
November formed a_ task 
force comprising 20 engineers 
zeclogists,. economists an 
“full staff support’ to look at 
all the company’s fields. 

This was ‘to see what we 


can do to arrest the decline in’ 


chon 


Mr pg my that the. 
project was 25 per cent com. 
plete and he expected it tobe. 


completed around May. 
Mr. Powers pointed out 
that Amoco hoped to see 


“pesults from this exercise. 


He also - be that 
Amoco, W peak at 
140,000 barrels per day in 1978, 
was now in the present 
situation because its 
reservoirs were becoming de- 
pleted. 

Some of the wells were old 
or ~_ m ical 
problems, which was normal 
in oilfield operations, he 

Mr. Powers further dis- 
closed that last year the 
company spent $527 million 
towards the drive for more 
oul. This was broken down into 
$157 million on exploration de- 
velopment wells and geologi- 


RINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 27 Jan 83 p l 


cal prospects; $132 million on 
new capital expenditure and 
$238 miullion on operating ex- 


Penses. _ , 

Earlier the Minister said 
that Amoco had given the 
Ministry: the undertaking 
that it would take advantage 
of relatively cheap ng 
availability this year to 
arrest the decline. 

He disclosed also that last 
year the company drilled two 
exploratory wells — one of 
which ended in a discovery 
well at the Galeota Ridge and 
the other turning out to be a 
dry hole. 

o development wells 
were also drilled. 

The Minister further re 
vealed that in 1983 Amoco 
plans to drill approximately 
six development wells. 

The company will conduct a 
seismic survey on 1,000 
kilametres of seismic iand. 


aA 4 
LOBAGO 











COUNTRY SECTION 


CARICOM COMMISSION 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE 


. 


(Text ] 


TRINIDADIAN Cecil 
Wvke has been appointed 
chairman of the in- 
vestigative commission 
established by the 
Caribbean Common 
Market Council of 
Ministers to enquire into 
all aspects of the 
Caribbean Community’s 
ailing garment industry. 

Mr. Wyke, an adviser 
to the Minister of 
Industry, Commerce and 
Consumer Affairs of 
Trinidad and —.. 
was a member of hi 
country’s delegation to 
the just-concluded 22nd 
meeting of the Council at 
the CARICOM 
Secretariat. 

The commission, whose 
membership is expected 
to include at least one 
woman, has been’ 
mandated by the council 
to do an indepth study of 
the state of the region's 
garment industry and 
make recommendations 
designed to strengthen 
and maintain the 
viability of the industry. 


. The CARICOM 
Secretariat, in a pre 
study appeal to the 
council last week, called 
for the formulation of 
proposals aimed at the 
establishment of ‘ef- 
fective and desirable” 
measures of protection 
for the industry against 
extra-regional imports. 
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TO STUDY 


The investigative 
commission wil! include 
a representative each 
from Saint Lucia or St. 
Vincent and the 
Grenadines, the 
Caribbean Association of 
Industry and Commerce 
(CAIC), the Caribbean 
ae “ of Labour 
(CCL), and three 
specialists — a process 
engineer, an economist 


or a trade expert, and a 


cosi accountant. . 
The findings of the 
commission are to be 
submitted to the Com- 
mon Market Council in 
time to permit the 
council to rt to the 
Fourth” 
Government Conference 
in Chaguaramas, 
Trinidad and Tobago, in 


wy. ; 
he establishment of 
the investigative com- 
mission was one of 
several decisions 
tt at the 
eorgetown meeti of 
the council. _ 
The council’s 22-item 
agenda included wide- 
ranging issues relatin 
to trade, customs a 
commercial matters, 
agriculture, industry, 
external trade and 
economic relations, legal 
and treaty matters, and 
the administration of the 
secretariat. 


eads-of-. 





a’ 


INTER-AMERICAN 


STATE OF GARMENT INDUSTRY 


in English 19 Jan 83 p 8 


Delegates to the 
meeting supported in 
principle a proposal that 
individual mem ber- 
countries encourage the 
establishment of regional 
associations in sister 
states to foster among 
the people “as gennine 
appreciation and 
knowledge of the 
Community and to en- 
courage active par- 


ticipation in activities 
aimed at strengthening 
the regional integration 
movement.” 


AFFAIRS 











COUNTRY SECTION ANTIGUA 


NETHERLANDS' NEW AMBASSADOR ON AID TO REGION 
FL312110 Bridgetown CANA in English 1854 GMT 31 Jan 83 


[Text] St Johns, Antigua, Jan 3l, CANA--Holland's ambassador to the eastern 
Caribbean, Eldred Maduro, has said here that the Dutch Government would be 
willing to provide aid to Caribbean countries on a bilateral basis as long 
as they have the necessary machinery and personnel to handle such assistance. 


"we don't mind meeting a request for assistance on a bilateral level pro- 
vided that the government has the necessary personnel to handle this aid, 
because after all we will like to ensure that the aid reaches the people it 
is for and for the project that it is earmarked for," Mr Maduro said. 


The ambassador, who was here at the weekend to present his credentials to 
the government, said Holland was presently giving assistance to the 
Caribbean through multilateral institutions. 


But he added that as long as the necessary requirements were in place, 
Holland would be willing to provide assistance on a bilateral basis to 
finance projects in the range of 500,000 to 700,000 dollars. 


Mr Maduro noted that his government had provided assistance on this level 
already to one country which he did not name, but because the necessary 
machinery was not in place, the project that the money was earmarked for 


has not been completed as yet. 


He said the multilateral institutions were doing a fine job in handling 
Dutch aid for the region. 


He added that Holland would continue to provide assistance to the region, 
despite the effects which the global recession has been having on the 
Dutch economy. Ambassador Maduro is based in Trinidad. 
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COUNTRY SECTION ANTIGUA 


BRIEFS 


AMBASSADOR TO CARICOM--St. Johns, Antigua, Feb 2, CANA--Antigua and 
Barbuda's Ambassador to the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) Oscar Henry has 
left here for Belize to present his credentials to Prime Minister George 
Price. Mr Henry, who is being accompanied by his wife, will then fly on 
to Jamaica for a similar ceremony. Since taking up h.s appointment last 
year, Mr Henry has presented his credentials to Guyana's President Forbes 
Burnham and the President of Trinidad and Tobago Ellis Clarke. [Text] 
[FLO21512 Bridgetown CANA in English 1521 GMT 2 Feb 83] 


CAR ASSEMBLY PLANT--St Johns, Antigua, Feb 2, CANA--Antigua and Barbuda's 
Prime Minister Vere Bird has said that a car manufacturer from Europe has 
been granted permission to set up an assembly plant here. The disclosure 
was made as the prime minister continued a series of visits to key sectors 
of the twin-island states economy. Last month, Mr Bird revealed that a 
United States car manufacturer had been granted permission to set up an 
assembly plant in Antigua and Barbuda. The plant, he said, would be pro- 
ducing three models for local and overseas markets. [Excerpt] [FL021745 
Bridgetown CANA in English 1654 GMT 2 Feb 83] 
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COUNTRY SECTION BAHAMAS 


CENTRAL BANK REPORTS ON TRADE DEFICIT, NATIONAL DEBT 


Negative Balance of Payments 





Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 15 Jan 83 p 1 


[Text ] 


THE BALANCE of 
pay ments registered a deficit of 
$41.2 million during the third 
quarter of 1982 compared with 
a surplus of $15 million a year 
earlier, the Central Bank has 
reported. 

“This apparent deterioration 
in the payment position is due 
in large measure to the 
distorting effects of a major 
public sector foreign currency 
funded expenditure,” the bank 
said in its quarterly review for 
September, 1982. 

The Bank said the current 
account deficit for the third 
quarter was reduced to $36.5 
million, down from a yeal 
earlier deficit of $59.6 million. 

This improvement resulted 
from a narrowing of the trade 
deficit from $216.9 million to 


$183.3 million, reflecting a 
marked slowdown in_ the 
growth of both oil and non-oil 
imports. 

The bank said that exports 
were also down, indicative of 
continued  sluggishness__ in 
external demand. 

‘“‘The surplus on __ the 
invisibles account fell slightly 
to $98 million from $103.8 
million a year ago,” the review 
said. 

Estimated export earnings 
contracted by $7.8 million to 


$48 million, while non-oil 
imports were down by $14 
million to $130 million. 

The decline in imports 
reflected a general fall-off in 
domestic demand from a year 
ago when import demand was 
buoyed by the expansion of 


‘economic activity following 


the implementation of various 
puolic and private sector 


Petroleum imports for local 
consumption declined 
markedly in the third quarter 
to $49.2 million from $64.8 
million last year, resulting from 
a drop in both the volume and 
price of oil. 

Foreign bunkers declined 
from $33 million to $20.3 
million, while domestic 
consumption dropped to $28.9 
million from $31.8 million for 
the comparable period of 
1981. 

The review also said the 
price of propane fell by $2.02 
to $24.31 and kerosene by 
$1.30 to $41.75 per barrel, 
while other oil prices showed 
minor variations from the 
corresponding period last year. 

The travel account had an 
estimated inflow of $115.7 
million as against a year earlier 
level of $101.5 million. 





The Central Bank’s estimate 
of tourist expenditure of 
$154.7 million showed an 
increase of $23.9 million over 
the official estimates a year 
earlier. 

An additional $2.8 million 
in tourist expenditure accrued 
directly to Government, 
bringing the total estimated 
tourist receipts to $157.5 
million. 


Bahamians travelling abroad 
boosted their spending to an 
estimated $41.8 million, up 
$12.8 million over last year. 








Revenue Shortfall 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 15 Jan 83 p l 


[Article by Anthony Forbes] 


(Text ] 


THE TOTAL revenue of 
$205.4 million collected as of 
last September fell short of its 
1981 level by $7.6 million or 
four per cent, the Central Bank 
reported Friday in its review 
for the third quarter of 1982. 

Import duties, which 
constitute some 59 per cent of 
Government revenue, were 
down slightly for the review 
quarter, the bank said, adding 
that the financial situation 
during. .thaf~ periods” was 
indicative ~ 0 ‘the gencral 
slowdown -in economic. 
activity.” 7 

While the drop in import. 
revenue resulted from a 
decrease in imports, it may 
also be attributed to the 
increasing proportion of 
imported goods which qualify 
under the Industries 
Lncouragement Act and Hotel 
Encouragement Act of 1965 
for exemption. 

Revenue for the review 
quarter totalled $66.8 m illion. 


a loss of $3.5 million or five 
per cent from a year earlier. 

Tax revenue at $50.7 million 
showed a decrease of $1.1 
million or two per cent, while 
non-tax revenue fell by $2.4 
million or 13 per cent to $16.2 
million. . 

‘“All categories of tax 
revenue showed a _ decline 
except departure taxes, 
business and _ professional 


licences and stamp taxes,” the 


bank's review said. 
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Departure taxes increased by 
$0.4 million or 2, per cent,. 
while business and professional. 
licences and stamp taxes rose. 


by $0.4 million or 33 per cent 
and $0.1 million or three per 
cent respectively. 

Import duties, the leading 
revenue item, fell by $0.7 
milion or two per cent to 
$37.4 million. 

Selective taxes On services 
were down by $0.4 milion or 
nine per cent, property taxes 
by $0.3 million or 25 per cent; 
and export taxes by $0.1 
million or three per cent, while 
motor vehicles and other taxes 


fell marginally. 

Under non-tax revenue, the 

item ‘other sources’ decreased 
by $2.2 million or 29 per cent 
from a year ago to $7.7 
million. 
- Fines, Forfeits and 
administrative fees fell by $0.4 
million or five per cent, while 
sales of Government property 
and the category ‘other’ 
showed marginal increases. 

Expenditure totalled $68.9 
million, a decrease of $0.3 
tmaillion from a year ago. 

Current expenditure moved 
‘up by $1.7 million of three per 
cent to $60.6 million while 
capital expenditure dropped by 
$2 million or 19 per cent to 
-$8.4 million. 

The budgetary position for 
the third quarter showed a 
current surplus of $6.2 m illion. 
down from the year earlier 
level of $11.5 million. 








“This surplus was reduced 
by the addition of net lending 
totalling $21.2 million and 
capital expenditure of S84 
million,” the review said. “The 
overall budgetary) defie:t 


amounted to $23.4 million, up 
slightly trom the $22.9 million 
recorded a year ago.” 


The dank said Government 
covered its deficit by a 
drawdown of cash balances and 
use of short-term financing. 

Debt repayment for the 
quarter amounted to $7.2 
million, a fall of $0.9 million 
or 11 per cent from last year. 


External repayments 
totalled $0.7 million with the 
remainder being internal. 

The foreign currency 
portion of the interna} debt 
Tepayment amounted to §2.] 
million, with the Bahamian 
dollar portion at $4.4 million. 

The total direct charge on 
Government at the end of 
the third quarter stoou at 
$317.6 million, down $7.2 
million from the previous 
quarter. 

The inclusion of contingent 
‘iabilities of the public 
corporations of $87.2 million 
brought the total National 
Debt outstanding to $404.8 
million. 














COUNTRY SECTION 


INDUSTRIAL ACTION FORCES BEC TO CLOSE POWER STATION 


Nassau TIE TRIBUNE in English 18 Jan 83 p l 


[Article by Athena Damianos] 


[Text ] 


THE BAHAMAS Electricity 


Corporation closed down its 
Clifton Pier station as 500 
workers began their third day 
of a massive sick-out today. 

The industrial action by 
members of two unions is 
designed to muscle BEC into 
revising a pension scheme. But, 
s> far, it has only marginally 
atfected operations. 

All power supplies at Clifton 
Pier were on this moming. The 


station ‘was closed when 
nobody showed up to work. 


‘‘We’re managing the 
situation very well,” said 


Freeman Duncanson, BEC’s 


chief distribution engineer. 
“We closed Clifton Pier down 
because there just wasn’t 
anybody there to take care of 
it.” 

Yesterday, BEC was able to 
restore services to Lincoln 
Boulevard, which had been 
without power since last 
Wednesday. Seven Hills, which 


has been in darkness since 
Sunday, had its power back on 
last night. 

BEC has also promised that 
Marathon Estates, which lost 
power Monday moming, will 
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oe back on line by tonight. The 
problems have taken longer 
than usual to correct since 
workmen began their 
work-to-rule last week. 

BEC was experiencing 
particular problems with 
Lincoln Boulevard and a 
transformer had to be changed 


before it could be corrected. 


The problem at Seven Hills was 
also with a faulty transformer. 

“We have a crew of young 
men who have been trained to 
work on overhead lines. Even 
though in the trainee stage, 
they can produce under 
supervision,” Mr Duncanson 
said. 

‘‘The trainees have 
demonstrated a tremendous 
ability in the face of such 
serious problems that we've 
had to face in the past few 


days,” he said. The trainees 
cannot belong to a union. 

About 90 per cent of the 
work force, or 500 people, 
stayed off the job today. The 
sick-out began Sunday when 
workers on the 4 pm shift 
started calling in ill. 

“What we're finding are 
general problems we’re trying 
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BAHAMAS 


to solve. It doesn’t seem that 
the union has been making any 
problem for us,’ Mr 
Duncanson said. 

BEC charged last week that 
blackouts which occurred in 
several areas of New 
Providence had been caused by 
someone “sufficiently skilled 
and knowledgeable” with BEC 
equipment. 

The workers are expected to 


‘be back on the job by 


tomorrow. Unde; their current 
union contract, they have to 
produce a doctor’s certificate if 
they’re away for more than 
two days. 

The Bahamas _ Electrical 
Workers Union is pressing for a 
new type of pensions contract. 
They want all of the money 
paid under the old scheme 
retumed. 

BEC said that the new 
contract — which reies on 
good investment — is risky and 
will cost the Corporation up to 
$2 million a year. It said this 
cost would have to be passed 
on to consumers and rejected 
the new plan for this reason. 





COUNTRY SECTION 


'HERALD' CHARGES 'REVOLT' IN RANKS OF OPPOSITION FNM 





Nassau THE HERALD in English 20 Jan 83 pp l, 7 


(Text ] 


AN UGLY REVOLT has erupted within the Free 
National Movement between those members who 
managed to win their House seats or secure Senate 
appointments and the much larger group of political 
outcasts who are seething with rage over the fact 
that they have been pushed into oblivion. - 


THE group of angry dissi- 
dents are now threatening an 
open confrontation with the 
party’s parliamentary lead- 
ership. claiming that they are 
making themselves into ‘‘super 
stars’ and abandoning their 
colleagues who raised them to 
their current position of gran- 


ur. 

ONE of the most bitter men 
in this group opened up to THE 
HERALD at a back table in 
Lum's Restaurant only this 
week and proceeded to give us 
an account of a party which 
appears to be on the verge of 
splitting between the haves 
and the have nots. 

AMONG the points scored by 
the critic: ... 

* THE FNM’s House mem- 
bership has abandoned any 
pretense of consulting the 
FNM’'s rank and file whose 
main information concerning 
House proceedings come from 
the daily press. 

* IN PARTICULAR Kendal 
Isaacs, Arthur Foulkes, 
“Tiny” Turnquest, and Cecil 
Wallace-Whitfield have 
adopted an arrogant and supe- 
rior attitude towards those 
candidates who went down to 
defeat in the June elections. 

* THE FNM is currently be- 
ing runned as a tight little 


circle of elitists who not only 
conduct party business behind 
close doors, but maintain the 
tightest control on party funds. 

* REPEATED DEMANDS 
by the disaffected and seeth- 
less FNMs for a full account of 
campaign contributions during 
the general elections have 
been met with a stony silence. 

‘ISAACS, WHITFIELD, 
FOULKES AND TURNQUEST 
are operating entirely by the 
star system,’’ our informant 
said. ‘Even some of the MPs 
are being pushed into the back- 
ground. Ask Veroon 
Symonette, C. A. Smith and 
Pierre Dupuch how much in- 
fluence they have in the House 
membership. 

“OF COURSE, in the case of 
Dupuch, he is the ‘‘white 
sheep’’ of the party since ev- 
ery time he opens his mouth he 
causes them great embarrass- 
ment. He is only tolerated 
because of his connection with 


The Tribune and he never fails 


to claim that The Tribune won 
them their elections. 

‘“ SNOTHER THING that has 
some FNMs upset is the lavish 
testimonial banquet that they 
are planning for Janet Bost- 
wick. I have nothing against 
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Mrs. Bostwick except that she 
is also trying to become one of 
the ‘‘super stars."’ None of us 
were consulted about this ban- 
quet and as ‘ar as I know no 
go ahead was given for funds 


to be withdrawn from the 
party treasury. 

“WE ARE GOING TO DE- 
MAND that a full accounting 
of party funds be made to the 
central committee because the 
“big four” in the party have 
imposed a total blackout on 
any kind of information. 

WE HEAR ai! kinds of sums 
ranging from a half million 
dollars to three and a half mil- 
lion dollars that was raised 


last year when they thought 
they would be forming the next 
government. Where is the mo- 
ney today? What has become 
of it? Who is signing the che- 
ques and for what? You cant 
spend that kind of money on a 
testimonial banquet. If you try 
to talk to Kendal Isaacs he 
takes a lofty attitude like he is 
above these kinds of things. 
Foulkes is too busy plotting 
and scheming. Turnquest does 
not talk to anyone and Whit- 
field turns everything into a 


e. 

OF PARTICULAR SIGNIFI- 
CANCE is the fact that the so- 
called back benchers are now 
organising themselves into a 
block in the hope that they will 
become a potent force. A letter 
is being prepared which will 
bear the signatures of seven- 
teen defeated candidates and 
which in effect will serve as an 











ultimatum to the ‘big four’. 
This letter has been marked 
private and confidential” but 
if it does not produce the de- 
sired results their intentions is 
to make its cdntents public 
knowledge 

“THEY HAVE FORCED US 
tv a showdown situation and 
that is what they are going to 
get. They rode to power on our 
backs and then dumped us 
without a backward look. The 
FNM has become more of an 
elitist party than the PLP can 
ever be. All the accusations 
they make against the govern- 
ment are doubly true of them. 
As long as they can keep their 
own seats, they will be willing 
to stay in opposition forever. 
That's the easiest way out. 
They will never be put to the 
test." : 

THE INFORMANT ALSO 
INDICATED that there is 
continuing friction even among 
the ‘‘big four.’’ ‘‘Arthur 
Foulkes, of course claims that 
he controls Mr. Isaacs and 
therefore has the ultimate 
power in the party. But when- 
ever he is around Kendal he 
pretends to be very deferential 
and respectiul’’. 

ANOTHER MEMBER in the 
FNM hiearchy who has caused 
some red faces recently is Mr. 
Henry Bostwick who was grud- 
gingly given a Senate 
appointment after THE 
HERALD placed the opposition 
in an untenable position. 

MR. BOSTWICK made a 
number of high and moralistic 
utterances against the exten- 
sion of casino gambling only to 


be confronted with a quinella. 


ticket bearing the name of a 
race horse which he was not 
running solely for its eques- 
trian ability, and is being 
considered the laughing stock 
of the party. When they talk to 
Henry face to face, they try to 
make out that he is carrying a 
heavy burden as Opposition 
leader in the Senate, but pri- 
vately they ridicule him and 
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tolerate him only because of 
Janet, who they consider one 
of the *NM's trump cards. 
WITH THE INTERNAL 
CONFLICT IN THE FNM now 
reaching a crucial stage, THE 
HERALD will keep its readers 
fully informed on all future de- 
velopments. It is clear that 
there is no shortage of dis- 
gruntied members of that 
party ready, willing, and eager 
to alert the public to what they 
regard as a continuing cycle of 
treachery and betrayal. 
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COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS 


TRADE WITH NON-CARICOM COUNTRIES REPORTED 
FL282102 Bridgetown CANA in English 2030 GMT 28 Jan 83 


[Report by Irvine Reid] 


[Text] Bridgetown, Barbados, Jan 28, CANA--Barbados has reported a 72.9 
million dollars (one Bds dollar; 50 cents U.S.) increase in exports to its 
non-CARICOM trading partners during the first eight months of last year 
year compared with the same period in 1981. 


The State Export Promotion Corporation (EPC) said that during the period 
January to August last year, Barbados exports total 270.4 million dollars 
compared with 197.5 million dollars for the same period in 1981. 





The EPC said that the bulk of the exports went to the United States, 102.6 
million dollars compared with 99.9 million dollars for the corresponding 
period in 198l--an increase of 2.7 million dollars. 


The government-run agency said that for the same period last year imports 
from its non-CARICOM trading partners increased by 8.3 million dollars from 
623.6 million dollars in 1981 to 631.9 million dollars last year. 

Barbados' main exports are rum, sugar, garments, printed material, electrical 
components and molasses. 


Exports to the United Kingdom for the period under review increased by 21.3 
million dollars when Barbados exported 46.1 million dollars during 
January to August in 1981 compared with 24.8 million dollars in 1981. 


The EPC said that imports from the United Kingdom declined by 24 million 
dollars during the first eight months of last year, from 96.2 million 
dollars in 1981 to 72.2 million dollars last year. 


Barbados' exports to Ireland declined from 12.1 million dollars in 1981 to 
24,000 dollars last year, a decline in 1981 to 1.1 million dollars last 


year. 


The EPC said that imports from the United States increased by 34.7 million 
dollars when Barbados imported 286.2 million dollars last year compared to 


251.5 million dollars in 1981. 

















The government-run department said that exports to Canada declined by 5.2 
million dollars when Barbados exported 7.7 million dollars last year com- 
pared to 12.9 million dollars in 1981. 


Imports from Canada for the period under review declined by 17.9 million 
dollars from 60.8 million dollars in 1981 to 42.9 million dollars last 


year. 


Barbados" exports to Japan were 2,736 dollars last year compared to 7,818 
dollars in 1981 and imports from Japan declined by 13 million dollars from 
38.6 million dollars in 1981 to 25.6 million dollars last year. 


The EPC said that Barbados' exports to Puerto Rico during the first eight 
months of last year increased by 16.1 million dollars when the U.S. 
Caribbean country imported 17.7 million dollars in goods compared to 1.6 
million dollars in 1981. 


It said that imports from that country declined from 2.3 million dollars in 
1981 to 1.5 million dollars. 


Imports from Venezuela rose by 1.9 million dollars from 42 million dollars 
in 1981 to 43.9 million dollars last year and exports increased from 86,000 
dollars to 165,000 dollars for the same period in 1982. 


CSO: 3298/1199 


14 














COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS 


JAMAICA, BARBADOS GROUPS ISSUE TRADE COMMUNIQUE 
FLO12130 Bridgetown CANA in English 2050 GMT 1 Feb 83 


[Text] Bridgetown, Barbados, Feb. 1, CANA--The Barbados and Jamaica private 
sectors, in a joint statement, said today they had agreed to cooperate to 
promote free trade between the two Caribbean Community (CARICOM) countries. 


The statement issued here followed strong concern expressed by the Barbados 
Manufacturers Association last week that a recently introduced two-tiered 
foreign exchange system would significantly raise the prices of locally made 


goods sold on the Jamaica Market. 


The joint communique from the Jamaica Exporters Association, the Jamaica 
Manufacturers Association, the Barbados Chamber of Commerce and the Barbados 
Manufacturers Association coincided with the visit here of a 30-member 


Jamaica trade mission. 


"At a meeting of the above organisations held on January 3lst 1983 (yester- 
day) called to discuss trade between Jamaica and Barbados it was agreed that 
free trade between the two countries was of the utmost importance to the 


CARICOM region. 


"In consideration of Barbadian fears that barriers against free trade still 
exist in the light of new economic measures in Jamaica the meeting agreed 


to work towards the achievement of this goal. 


"To this end the Jamaican organisations agreed to assist in facilitating 
maximum access of Barbadian goods to the Jamaican market. 


"The Barbadian exporters were invited to mount an early trade mission to 
Jamaica in the light of current market conditions. 


"In pursuit of the expansion of CARICOM trade the consensus of the meeting 
was that the CARICOM Multilateral Clearing Facility must be urgently 
reviewed to allow for the achievement of this objective. 


"These organisations agreed to continue to work in a spirit of cooperation 
to the mutual benefit of the people of the CARICOM region." 
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In a separate statement here today the Barbados Export Promotion Corpora- 
tion (EPC) said it had concluded from a just ended mission to Jamaica that 
most Barbadian goods will be 50-60 percent more expensive on the Jamaica 
market because of the new two-tiered exchange rate. 


The EPC said too that foreign exchange ouotas issued for 1983 so far by the 
Jamaica Government to importers there were "substantially less than the 


importers actual purchases for 1982." 


Barbados exports to Jamaica during the first eight months of last year 
declined from 13.3 million dollars (1 Bds dollar; 50 cents U.S.) to 12.1 
million dollars while imports from Kingston rose from 16.6 to 17.2 million 


dollars. 


The Barbados Manufacturers Association last week complained that according 
to preliminary figures there was a near nine million dollar (U.S.) trade 
imbalance in Jamaica's favour for the whole of 1982. 


BMA President Henry Vieira put exports to Jamaica at 8.75 million dollars 
(U.S.) with imports from Jamaica totalling 15.2 million (U.S.). 
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COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS 


BRIEFS 


NEW SWISS AMBASSADOR--Bridgetown, Barbados, Feb. l, CANA--Switzerland's 
new ambassador to Barbados, Mr Bernadino Sciolli, has reiterated his 
government's determination to continue the further development of ties 
between the two countries, particularly in tourism, bilateral trade and 
investments. Mr Sciolli today presented his letters of credence from the 
Swiss Federal Council to Governor General Sir Deighton Ward. [Excerpt ] 
[FLO11811 Bridgetown CANA in English 1725 GMT 1 Feb 83] 


EXCHANGE EFFECT ON TRADE--The Barbados Chamber of Commerce in an extraordi- 
nary general meeting today was concerned about Jamaica's new foreign 
exchange agreement. However, the chamber said that it would wait on the 
report from the Barbados Export Promotion Corporation and the Central Bank 
of Barbados before preparing position papers for the Barbados Government. 
Barbados manufacturers have said that the new exchange rate and quota 
systems made their exports to Jamaica more expensive and so it could lead 
to [word indistinct] trade. [Text] [FL040040 Kingston Domestic Service 


in English 0000 GMT 4 Feb 83] 


BLP GENERAL SECRETARY--Senator Clyde Griffith was elected the new general 
secretary of the Barbados Labour Party when the BLP began its two-day 
annual delegates conference yesterday. Senator Griffith, parliamentary 
secretary in the prime minister's office, with responsibility for energy, 
succeeded Senator Milroy Reece, who did not seek re-election. He won the 
office over Mr. Wendell Cummins, who remains assistant general secretary. 

A new treasurer-general was also elected to succeed Mr. Henry Forde MP, who 
also did not seek re-election. He is Senator John Williams, president of 
the League of Young Socialists, who won over Mr. John Nicholls. [Text] 
[FL271908 Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 24 Jan 83 p 1] 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


NOMINATIONS COMPLETED FOR 3 FEBRUARY GENERAL ELECTION 


Full Constituency Listing 


Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 19 Jan 83 pp 1, 3 


[Text ] 


Nomination day passed off quietly yes- 
terday with scarcely a flicker of surprise Or 
a hint of election fever as the final slate of 
candidates emerged. 

In stark contrast to the enthusiastic 
scenes in November 1980 the Devonshire 
North polling station was almost deserted 
when Opposition Leader Mrs. Lois Browne 
Evans arrived at 11 a.m. 

Accompanied by constituency running: 
mate Deputy Opposition Leader Mr. Fred- 
erick Wade, Mrs. Browne Evans drove up 
to the National Stadium to be greeted only 
by waiting reporters and a watchful police- 
man. ; 

Her nomination turned out to be a family 
affair as she was proposed and seconded by 
her father Mr. James Browne and sister 
Mrs. Leonie Richards. 

It was a different story from nomination 
day 1980 when a crowd of some 40 PLP 
faithful applauded as former UBP Cabinet 
Minister Mrs. Gloria McPhee arrived at the 
polling station to nominate Mrs. Browne 
Evans as an election candidate. 

A spruce and relaxed looking Mrs. 
Browne Evans took the opportunity to ex- 
plain that the PLP was “kicking off” its 
election campaign in the central parishes of 
Pembroke and Devonshire. 

And she repeated her views on a televised 
pre-election debate between herself and 
Premier the Hon. John Swan. 

‘I think he should let the public test us 
and see which has the better depth and 
breadth of views to lead this country to 
continued prosperity.” 

An hour later Mr. Swan drove up alone 
in GPF for an equally low-key reception at 
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the Paget East polling station in the 
Botanical Gardens. 
His running mate, the Hon. John 
bbs, waited for the Premier to arrive 
sd then both men handed over their forms 
to the returning officers. 


Mr. Swan, who was nominated by Mr. 


‘Arthur DeShields and Mr. DeForest Trim- 


ingham, said he felt “bright, cheerful and 
confident’. 

And he defended his campaign trom Op- 
position criticism that it was *American- 
style’ politics. “From the very beginning 
when I was elected Premier | said we would 
have an open style of Government, in terms 
of listening to the public and having 
dialogue with them to try to ensure rational 
applications to meet their needs. We have 
asked for participation rather than 
protest.” 


PLP newcomer and UBP 
defector Mr. Michael Martin 
lingered at the polling sta- 
tion to lend support to his 
running mate, Mrs. Aurelia 
Burch, who was an unsuc- 
cessful candidate in Paget 
East in 1980. 

Mr. Martin. a 35-vear-old 
taxi driver, noted ruefully 
that last time round he was 
campaigning “vigorously to 
make sure Aurelia Burch 
didn’t win’’. And despite the 
apparently thankless task of 
taking. on the Premier, Mr. 
Martin believed that there 
was a realistic chance of 
boosting the PLP vote. 
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Mr. Charles Jetters, the 
PILP candidate tor Pem- 
broke West Central, was 
another visitor to the 
Botanical Gardens to offer 
moral support to his col- 
leagues. 

He turned up immediately 
atter his own nomination 
together with another lead- 
ing UBP defector to the PLP 
~ Mrs. Kathleen Bell. 

In all there were 80 elec- 
tion candidates nominated 
- 40 for each party. 

The full list of candidates 
is as follows (by constituen- 
cy in alphabetical order): 


DEVONSHIRE NORTH 


Lois Browne Evans (PLP) 
Walter Cross (UBP) 
Kenneth Daniels (UBP) 
Frederick Wade (PLP) 


DEVONSHIRE SOUTH 


’F. John Barritt (UBP) 
Clyde Bassett (PLP) 
William Cox (UBP) 
Richard Lynch (PLP) 


HAMILTON EAST 


Gilbert Darrell (PLP) 
T. Haskins Davis (UBP) 


Francis Furbert (UBP) 
HAMILTON WEST 


Maxwell Burgess (UBP) 
Arthur Hodgson (PLP) 
Calvin Smith (PLP) 
George Thomas (UBP) 


PAGET EAST 


Aurelia Burch (PLP) 
Michael Martin (PLP) 
John Stubbs (UBP) 
John W. Swan (UBP) 


PAGET WEST 


(ynthia Aberdeen (PLP) 
George Byron (PLP) 
Harry Soares (UBP) 
David Wilkinson (UBP) 


PEMBROKE EAST 


Terry Brannon (UBP) 
Ottiwell Simmons (PLP) 
Austin Thomas (PLP) 
Frederick Thomas (UBP) 


PEMBROKE EAST 
CENTRAL 


Barbara Ball (PLP) 
Robert Barritt (UBP) 
Lawson Mapp (UBP) 
Stanley Morton (PLP) 


PEMBROKE WEST 


J. David Gibbons (UBP) 
Doreen Lightbourne (PLP) 
William McPhee (UBP) 
Rita Peniston (PLP) 


‘ PEMBROKE WEST 
CENTRAL 


Kathleen Bell (PLP) 

Ann Cartwright DeCouto 
(UBP) 

Clarence James (UBP) 

Charles Jeffers (PLP) 


ST. GEORGE’S NORTH 


Ernest Drew (PLP) 
Gladwin Hall (UBP) 
Henry Hayward (UBP) 
Jennifer Smith (PLP) 


ST. GEORGE’S SOUTH 


* Julian Hall (PLP) 


Sidney Stallard (UBP) 
Lancelot Swan (UBP) 
Calvin Wales (PLP) 


SANDYS NORTH 


Fugene Cox «PLP) 
Paul Leseur (UU BP) 
Colin Pearman (UBP) 
Lionel Simmons (PLP) 


SANDYS SOUTH 


John Harvey (UBP) 
Walter Lister (PLP) 
Walter Rdberts (PLP) 
Kim Swan (UBP) 


SMITH’S NORTH 


Quinton Charles Bean 
(PLP) 

Ernest DeCouto (UBP) 

Ernest Vesey (UBP) 

Austin L. Wade (PLP) 


SMITH’S SOUTH 


Anthony Correia (UBP) 
Elbridge Simmons (PLP) 
C.V. Woolridge (UBP) 
Trevor Woolridge (PLP) 


SOUTHAMPTON EAST 


Carmen Blackett (UBP) 
Reginald Burrows (PLP) 
Rex Darrell (UBP) 
Stanley Lowe (PLP) 


SOUTHAMPTON WEST 


Laverne Chapman (PLP) 
Dilton Lightbourne (PLP) 
Ralph Marshall (UBP) 
Harry Viera (UBP) 


WARWICK EAST 


Walter Brangman (PLP) 
Lloyd James (PLP) 
Irving Pearman (UBP) 
Gerald Simons (UBP) 


WARWICK WEST 


David Allen (PLP) 

Eugene Blakeney (PLP) 
Quinton Edness (UBP) 
Sir John Sharpe (UBP) 


(Editor's Note: THE ROYAL GAZETTE of 20 January 1983, page 3, carries a 
correction noting that the name of PLP candidate for Hamilton East 
Mr Delano Ingham was inadvertently omitted from the above list. ] 
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UBP No-Tax Promise 





Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 19 Jan 83 pp l, 9 


[Text } 


Premier the Hon. John 
Swan reaffirmed the lt nited 
Bermuda Party's stance on 
income tax, promised an ad- 
ditional 60 new homes and 
emphasised the comparative 
wealth of the Island as his 
party's election campaign 
yot under way in earnest last 
night. 

Three hundred people 
packed out the St. George's 
Town Hall last night to hear 
Mr. Swan speak at the first 
public meeting of the UBP’s 
official campaign. 

Mr. Swan praved and 
called on the East End 


North and South constituen 
ces to stand firm on election 
day 

St. George’s South imcum 
hents Lancelot: Swan and 
Sidnev Stallard, with a clear 
350-vote majority at thi last 
election, both anticipated a 
clear victory over PLP 
challengers Julian Hal! and 
Calvin Wales. 

Despite optimism by St 
George's North incumbents 
Gladwin (Doc) Hall and par 
tv whip Henry Hayward. St 
George's North is marginal! 
The pair won by only 7 
votes at the last election 

Once again Mr. Hall and 
Mr. Hayward are being 
challenged by PIP can 
didates Senator Jennifer 
Smith and Mr. Ernest 
(Dickie) Drew. 

Premier Swan_ literally 
waltzed into the meeting tc 
the rhythm of the UBP 
theme song Working 
‘Vogether. Hundreds ot UBP 





supporters, many spilling 
over into Town Square, 
heard the Premier open the 
meeting with a prayer after 
being introduced by UBP 
chairman McNeil Warner. 

The Premier's speech was 
in the main emotional, ap- 
pealing to Bermudians to 
share his vision of securing 
Bermuda's future under the 
UBP: banner. Mr Swan's 
vision was akin to the 
‘dream’ of the late Dr. 
Martin Luther King, whom 
the Premier quoted several 
times. ““‘We must do it for 
the children,’ said Mr. 
Swan. 

There was no reference to 
the PLP except by implica- 


tion. “Change for the sake of 
change has proven the down- 
fall of many countries,” the 
Premier warned. 


Mr. Swan told supporters 
that the UBP had a proven 
record of progress and was 
envisioning far more over 
the next five years. He 
promised that the UBP had 
no intentions of ever in- 
troducing income tax to the 
Island. This remark was 
greeted by enthusiastic sup- 
port. 

He pointed out to the East 
Enders the planning of an 
additional! 60 housing units 
and he promised to continue 
the lucrative cruise ship 
business. He added that 


work should be under way 
shortly on the new St. 
George's golf course. 

Bermuda's prosperity was 
strongly emphasised. ‘‘Ber- 
muda earned $320 million in 
1970 and increased that fig- 
ure to $650 million in 1980,” 
he said. 

The Premier told sup- 
porters that this increase 
was accomplished although 
the foreign workforce was 
decreased by 2.500 over the 
past 10 years. However, the 
Premier spent most of his 
90-minute speech dealing 
with the quality of life that 
Bermuda enjoys and ap- 
pealed to supporters to 
‘care, share and iove one 
another’. He quoted Cor- 


inthians Chapter 13 that 
charity without love was 
meaningless. 

The Premier stated sev- 
eral times that the cry for a 
mandate for leadership was 
not to be taken to mean him 
personally but the party as 
a whole. 

The meeting ended with 
the Premier offering to read 
the lyrics of the UBP theme 
song. Supporters insisted he 
sing it. He did, however. 
plead for audience support. 
After a shakey start and 
much laughter the Premier 
and audience. under the 
leadership of AME 
choirmaster McNeil Warner. 
eventually managed to put 
the words to music. 











PLP Slap at Swan 
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[Text ] 


Leader of the Progressive Labour Party 
Nirs. Lois Browne Evans last night criticised 
Premier the Hon. John Swan tor lacking the 
qualities of leadership needed to deal with, 
the major issues tacing the Island. 

Speaking at the PLP’s tirst major campaign meeting 
at Purvis Primary School. Mrs. Browne Evans told an 
audience of 300 that the only alternative to voters was 


to elect a PILP Government. 


“Qur rhetoric is sincere. 
«aid Mrs. Browne Evans. “It 
has leadership qualities of 
integrity, courage and sin- 
cerity — qualities which are 
sadly jacking in the other 
side 

“The worst thing the UBP 
could have used in the cam- 
paign is the issue of ‘eader- 
ship. For it ewer a man on 4 
scale of zero to ten was tat 
ing in leadership, it is our 
present Premier. 

“All the issues are still 
there and thev have fot 
changed. No roll of the dice 


can take care of the social. 


problems of this communi- 
ty. 

Mrs. Browne Evans 

labelled Mr. Swans excuse 
in rejecting a dehate be- 
tween the two party leaders 
as a piece of “slipping and 
sliming around’ 
"Sou know the UBP nas 
net produced ieadership We 
call if the partys of muis- 
management. and the \ ters 
are showing that.” said Mrs 
Browne Evans reterring to 
the | BP's decline in pariia- 
mentary seats in recent elec: 
rions. 

The campaign meeting at- 
tended by the PLP taithtul 
heyan with a praver and 
gospel singing. followed by 
speeches trom tour other 
PLP candidates — the Rev. 
Trevor Wooiridge, Mr. Rich- 
ard Lynch. Mr. Frederick 





Wade. Mr Civde Bassett — 
and finally Mrs. Browne 
Evans. - P 

.. None of the candidates re- 
vealed the P!.P’s election 
plattorm. tut they had 
harsh words tor how the 
( BP tailed in addressing the 


“Island's most pressing prob- 
lems — housing. mortgage 
tunds. drug abuse. Bermu- 


glianisation. and the en- 


vironment. 


Mr. Wade said that inde- 
pendence was not an issue in. 


this election — Bermuda 
had to become a-democracy 
first. 

Notice that John Swan is 
now trving to steal the idea 
ot independence, which is 


the greatest piece of grand 


larceny. said Mr. Wade, 
adding: “It is only recently 


that the UBP adopted the 
idea of independence. 

“The issue of indepen- 
dence is not for this election. 
This ‘election is about con- 
stitutional reform and elec- 
toral reform — one vote for 


one man. 
“This election is about is- 


sues. And the issue for us !s 
not who the best leader Is.” 
In a rousing speech that 
produced numerous stand- 
ing ovations, Rev. Woolridge 
said the the UBP had suc- 
ceeded only in producing 4 
record of mismanagement 
“Their record of mis 
management is Ciear [or a. 
to see and understand. -:a:a 
Rev. Woolmdge. “There is 
every reason to doubt hotn 
their sincerity and integrity 


“The Bermudian peopie 
have been beaten and lett 
dead. I believe that the PLP 
will be the good Samaritan 
Government that tnis coun 
trv needs. I urge you to X- 
press yourself and votre PIP 

“The UBP Government 
has told us that we are 
about to tace harder econ- 
omic times. We want them 
to know that there are many 
in this country who already 
face hard economictimes. 

“And the record reveals 
that no adequate measures 
have been adopted to ada- 
dress these needs. How then 
are we to believe that with a 
larger mandate this present 
Government will do anv 
more tor its own people than 
it did Aver the past years. 

The PLP aiso took up a 
collection tor the election 
campaign. and in an im- 
promptu auction raised 3360 
through the sale of a mohair 
stole. 
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SXPERTS DIFFER ON ECONOMIC PROSPECTS FOR 1983 
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[Text } 


Opposing views or the fur 


ture course. of Bermuda's 
economy emerged yesterday 
trom two of the Island's 
leading business figures — 
Monetary Authority head 


Dr. Merivn Trued, and Bank. 


of Bermuda. chief Mr. 
Donald Lines. 

Speaking at an insurance 
luncheon yesterday, Dr. 
Trued held out little hope of 
an increase in the real stan- 
dard of living in Bermuda 
this vear. 

He told members of the 
Bermuda Insurance Institute 
that the Island's rate of in- 
flation. presently running at 
7.2 percent. is “cause for 
concern” and unaceeptable 
if maintained at its present 
level 

“Inflation in Bermuda 
now exceeds that in the 
United States and the Unit- 
ed Kingdom and in many 
other countries.’ he said 
“Quite clearly. this cannot 
ne acceptable tor any sus- 
tained period ot time. Unless 
Bermuda can remain com- 
petitive in tourism and im- 
aginative and reasonabie in 
developing international 
company business, the con- 





sequence will be less than 
favourable. In the im- 
mediate instance, I| forsee 
little prospect that the real 
standard of living in Ber- 
muda overall can be in- 
creased this year, certainly 
not more than minimally.” 

Dr. Trued's prediction was 
in marked contrast to the 
Bank of Bermuda's. 

Writing in the bank’s 
quarterly letter to share- 
holders, chief general man- 
ager Mr. Donald Lines fore- 
cast a “material increase” in 
tourism, growth in inter- 
national business and an 
altogether brighter economic 
outiook for the Western 
world. 

He argues that this will be 
the result of a major change 
in US monetary policy, ms- 
ing real disposable incomes 
in the US and higher 
financial asset values which 
will combine to accelerate 
consumer spending through- 
out 1985. 


Writes the bank chief: “If 


we are correct in this assess- 
ment of US monetary and 
fiscal policy. Bermuda 
should enjoy a matenal in- 
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crease in tourist activity 


combined with growth in in- 
ternational business !ater 
this year. 

‘*Because of lower US 
interest rates and anti- 
cipated growth in the US 
economy, we expect pressure 
on the Bermuda dollar to 
ease and domestic liquidity 
to” increase. These factors 
should result in further ex- 
pansion of the local economy 
which has already been 
stimulated by Government's 
housing development pro- 
gramme.” 

Mr. Lines’ outlook is one 
of the most optimistic to be 
unveiled for a long time. 

It follows several warnings 
from both public and private 
sectors about the effects of 
the recession on _ inter- 
national firms registered 
here. 

Yesterday's forecasts 
came hard on the heels of 
fresh Government data on 
gross domestic product. Fig- 
ures released last week in- 
dicate the economy was vir- 
tually stagnant by the end of 
fiscal 1981-82 and suffered 
real declines in some sectors. 
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HOTEL EMPLOYERS, WORKERS CLASH OVER INJUNCTION CASE 


Threat to Union 
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[Text ] 


Action hv hotel owners to 
block future sympathy 
strikes could signal the end 
ot the Bermuda Industrial 
Union if successful. lawyer 
Mr. Julian Hall warned yes- 
terday. 

Mr. Hall. representing the 
BIL. said the Union could 
tace prosecution which could 
ultimately lead to it being 
deregistered if the Hotel 
Emplovers of Bermuda won 
their fight for an injunction. 

He was speaking at yester- 
day's resumption of the 
Supreme Court battle be- 
tween the HEB and the 
BIL. 


The HEB wants to clarify 
the law on sympathy strikes 
following a mass walk-out by 
hotel workers in 1981 in sup- 
port of striking Government 
and hospital workers. It is 
also seeking an injunction. 

Mr. Hall asked HEB ex- 
ecutive officer Mr. John 
Harvey if he knew that the 
Union and its principal of- 
ficers — who are also defen- 
dants in the case — might 
face fines or even imprison- 
ment for any strike action in 


the future if the HEB 


achieved its purpose. 


Mr. Hall said the BIU 
might fight the ultimate 
threat of being deregistered. 

Mr. Harvey replied: “I 
was not told that this would 
mean the union would be 
deregistered.” 

The BIU lawyer also al- 
leged that a massive media 
build-up during the strike 
period in April 1981 could 
have plaved an important 
part in influencing the at- 
titudes of hotel workers al! 
over the Island who walked 
off the job at the end of 
April. 


Government-Hotels Conspiracy Charge 
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{Text ] 


Persons in the emplov of 
Government together with 
hotel owners “conspired” to 
breax the Bermuda indus- 
trial Enion, lawver Julian 
Hall alleged vesterday. 


Mr. Hall's allegations 
came during day five of the 
Supreme Court action 
brought by the Hote! Em- 
plovers of Bermuda against 
the BIL. 


Mr. Hall said events dur- 
ing and after the labour un- 
rest of 1981 were manipu- 
lated — as were the workers 
ot Bermuda — by “a com- 
bination of the HEB and the 
Bermuda Government.” 

The intention, the BIU 
lawyer alleged, was to create 
heavy cut-backs in employ- 
ment and worker benefits 
and to carry out a range of 
union-busting activities. 

Mr. Hall said his accusa- 
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tions outlined the basic 
grounds ot the BIU’s re- 
sistance to an injunction the 
HEB is seeking on sympathy 
strikes. 

Hotel emplovees came out 
in support of striking hospi- 
tal and Government blue- 
collar workers in Apri. 1981. 

The HEB is pressing the 
case to get an injunction 
against sympathy strikes 
like this. which their counsel 
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savs is illegal under Ber- 
muda’s iabour relations 
{aws : 

The BIU has claimed, 
however, that the 1981 ac- 
tron by hotel staff was spon-’ 
taneous and not the resu!t of 
any official call by the BIU 
and its principal officers, 


“who are the defendants in 
this case. 

Mr. Hall went on to sub- 
ject the Bermuda media and 
the part it played during the 





unrest 


to close scrutiny. 


Sympathy Strikes 
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Garbage and construction 
workers will be off the job 
today in support of the Ber- 
muda Industrial Union's 
court case with the Hotel 
Emplovers of Bermuda. 

The two groups are the 
latest to call ‘a work stop- 
page to attend the court 
case, which goes into its sec- 
ond week today. But while 
the contruction workers are 
expected to follow the lead 
of bus drivers, stesedores 
and garage mechanics, who 
staged one-day stoppages 
last week, garbage workers 
will stay out for two days. 

Mr. Norman Thomas, 
Public Works Director. said 
last night that Mr. Kenneth 
Parris. secretary of the BIU’s 
PWD division, notified 


PWD on Friday that the 
men would be off the job 
today and tomorrow. 

~ Mr. Thomas said that ap- 
praximately 50 men work in 
PW D's refuse division. 

A Government spokesman 
also said that because of the 
work stoppage, garbage that 
normally would have been 
collected today will now be 
picked up on Wednesday. 
Normal Tuesday collections 
wili take place on Friday. 


Because of the work stop- 


page, the annua! Keep Ber- 
muda Beautiful-PWD 
Spring Clean-up, which was 
scheduled to start on 
Wednesday in Sandys Par- 
ish, will not now begin until 
next Wednesday. 


Union President's 


It is not Known how many 
construction workers will be . 
off the job today. but the 
two largest construction 
firms, Sea-land Construc- 
tion and Burland Conyers 
and Marirea. will almost 
certainly be affected. 


Sea-land, which is 90 per- 
cent unionised, employs 
about 150 construction 
workers. BCM employs 250 
with an 100 more on the 
payroll] of sub-contractors. 


Sea-land has work in pro- 
gress at Wattord Bridge, 
Cable and Wireless, Belco 
and an office block, while 
BCM is building two office 
blocks and is undertaking a 
project at the Hamilton 
Princess. 


a 


Reaction 
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(Text ] 


Bermuda Industriai Union 
president Mr. Ottiwell Sim- 
mons stormed out of the 
Supreme Court yesterday 
atter hearing allegations 
that Government and hotei 
owners acted “in cahoots’ 
over a press release following 
the 198i hotel workers walk- 
out. 

An obviously enraged Mr. 
Simmons called out: “Um 
angry now” after union iaw- 


yer Mr. Julian, Wail related 


how the Hotef Employers of 
Bermuda were ailegediy 
given-the chance to amend a 
Government press release at 
an HEB labour committee 
meeting on May 2, 1981. — 

Mr. Hall claimed that the 
unaltered release had. in 
fact. been sent out by mis- 
take without amendments 
that the HEB strenously 


urged at the time. 





Mr. Simmons. a efen- 
dant in the HEBs 
courtroom action against =he 
BIL. was incensed at the al- 
legation and was advised bv 
Mr. Hali to leave the court 
for the time being. 

Mr. Simmons was on his 


way out anyway and rfe- 
turned to court some 10 
minutes later. 

The briet incident 0oc- 


curred towards the end ot 








day six of the battle between 
the HEB and BIU over svm- ° 
pathy strikes. 

Hotel Employers are seek- 
ing an injuction against the 
union to prevent any cuture 
sympathy strikes such as the 
waik-out by hotel workers in 
1981 in support of striking 
Government and hospital 
workers. 


Union Leader's Resignation 
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(Text | 


Bermuda Industrial Union General 


Secretary Mr. Eldridge Brimmer yesterday 
resigned as the union's second most powerful 
executive for “personal reasons ’. 

His surprise resignation came in the middle of the 
BIU and Hote! Emplovers ot Bermuda Supreme Court 
civil action in which Mr. Brimmer is listed as a 
detendent. 

BIL’ President: Mr. Ot- 


tiwell Simmons immediately 
announced that Assistant 
General Secretary Ms. 
Helena ‘Moily) Burgess had 
heen named the new BIU 
General Secretary. 

The resignation was total- 
ly unexpected and neither 
Mr. Brimmer nor Mr. Sim- 
mons gave littie hint as to 
what was behind it. , 

In a “Dear Colleagues” 
letter delivered to the union 
vesterdav, Mr. Brimmer told 
the BIL hierarchy that he 
Wa> resigning immediately 
tor “personal reasons’ He 
declined to go into anv 
turther details. 

Mr. Simmons last night 
contirmed Mr. Brimmer’s 
resignation. but declined to 
comment any further 

The BIU is currently in- 
volved in a Supreme Cuurt 
civil action brought by the 
Hotei Emplovers of Ber- 
muda in an effort to obtain 
an injunction against svm- 
patny strikes. The action tfol- 
lows the Mav 1981 indistrual 
dispute that brought the 
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Island's tourism industry to 
a virtual standstill. 

Mr. “Brimmer was named 
General Secretary ot the 
BIL in September or !978. 
replacing Mr. Fiugene 
Blakeney. Mr Brimmer. 3z. 
a member of the rank and 
file since 1962. lett his job as 
a bus driver in 1971 to work 
for the BIU in pubic rela 
tions. 

The full text of Mr Brim 
mer's resignation ietter ts as 
follows: 

“I, Eldridge W. Brimmer. 
hereby. for persona! reasons. 
find it necessary to tender 
my resignation as (ieneral 
Secretary of the Bermuda 
Industrial Union, ettective 
immediately. 

“T would aiso point our 
that all I would have t) ~ay 
to anv news media ix “nat | 
have resigned tor persona! 
reasons. 

“T would alse take fais op 
portunity to wish tne Ex 
ecutive Board and the Mem 
hers of the Laion. every tu 
ture success ° 

“Sincerely. Eldndze W 
Brimmer. Genera! 
Secretary.” 
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BRIEFS 


UBP CANDIDATE STEPS DOWN--Hamilton, Bermuda, Feb. 1, CANA--Member of Parlia- 
ment Dr Vincent Bridgewater, who is facing a Supreme Court trial on four 
drug charges, has stepped down as a candidate for the ruling United Bermuda 
Party (UBP) in next Thursday's general election. Dr Bridgewater, who had 
been under pressure from the party to step down, has been replaced by 38- 
year-old accountant Harry Soares, who will run with incumbent David 
Wilkinson for the UBP in Paget West--a government stronghold--in the 
February 3 election. [FL011935 Bridgetown CANA in English 1515 GMT 

1 Feb 83] 
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LEADING PRESIDENTIAL SUCCESSION CANDIDATES SURVEYED 
Rio de Janeiro MANCHETE in Portuguese 22 Jan 83 pp 52-54 
[Report by Murilo Melo Filho] 


[Text] Two years from now, on 15 January 1985 exactly, the Electoral College 
will be meeting in Brasilia to elect the successor to President Figueiredo. 
Despite being 2 years in advance and notwithstanding the presidential recommen- 
dation that the discussion of presidential succession not be opened for the time 
being, the truth is that the potential candidacies already exist. The candi- 
dates are sparing in their organizational efforts in order not to incur the dis- 
pleasure of Planalto Palace, which is interested in preventing an excessively 
premature succession debate from hurting the performance of the Figueiredo 
government in its remaining 2 years. Which candidates eve they? Who are the 
main presidential hopefuls? 


Marco Maciel--His victory for the Social Democratic Party (PDS) in Pernambuco 
revealed the extraordinary figure of a great political leader. He knew that 
in his state the battle would be decided on the basis of ideology. He, there- 
fore, formed a very strong slate with the naming of Roberto Magalhaes and Gus- 
tavo Krause for governor and vice governor, while he himself, who hada steady 
and sure position as deputy decided to risk everything in a candidacy for sen- 
ator. And he achieved a smashing victory, defeating Senator Marcos Freire at 
the polls, considered the favorite until then and an unbeatable candidate. In 
the presidential succession that is approaching a prominent place is reserved 
for him, whatever 1 .ght be the lineups adopted. If the Northeast demands a 
candidate, Marco Maciel will certainly be among the strongest and most pre- 


ferred. [photo next page] 


Rubem Ludwig--He was an excellent press secretary for Planalto Palace and a 
better minister of education. When he assumed the ministerial post, thousands 
of teachers were on strike demanding benefits and increases. He pacified the 
whole area and when he left the ministry he was applauded and missed. He left 

it because President Figueiredo needed a sufficiently competent aid to replace 
General Danilo Venturini, who was resigning from the Military Household to become 
chief of land affairs. General Rubem Ludwig will become general-of-the-army on 
the eve of the presidential succession. He is a man of recognized administra- 
tive capability and unquestionable political savvy. He is a strategic reserve 
that Planalto Palace has been nurturing very tenderly. [photo next page | 











Marco Maciel 
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/o Andreazza--Although he did not succeed in electing the PDS candidates 
sovernor of Rio de Janeiro and Minas, in behalf of whom he dedicated all 
e and effort, the present minister of the interior must 


1is personal prestig 
1e government candidates 


-ceived with satisfaction the massive victory of tt 
the nine Northeastern states, for whom he was practically responsible. Thanks 
he good performance of the National Housing Bank (BNH), the Superintendency 
Northeast (SUDENE), the National Drought Control De- 


the Development of the 
Jorks and Sanitation Department (DNOS), and all 


tment (DNOCS), the National \ 





otf the agencies under his jurisdiction, he managed to come out of the polls 
with a large number of senators, federal and state deputies, mayors and city 
councilmen, who will show themselves appreciative and grateful for his candi- 
dacv. He has shown himself to be a lively and quick minister, omnipresent in 
the most distant points of the national territory, which he visits frequently. 


Octavio de Medeiros--It is said that he is the candidate in pectore of Presi- 
dent Figueiredo who, if he can and is in a position todo so, is going to make 
him his successor. He is pursuing a full scholarship in the ante-chamber of 
the presidency as chief of the National Intelligence Service (SNI), from which 
Presidents Medici and Figueiredo emerged previously. He is also the man pre- 
ferred by the intelligence community. He will become a four-star general on 
the eve of elections, that is, in November 1984, exactly 2 months before the 
meeting of the Electoral College. He was a colonel-military attache in Israel 
and during his mission in Tel Aviv he reportedly learned Hebrew, whieh he 
speaks fluently. He is considered the candidate more in tune with the line 

of thinking, the guidelines and ideas of the present government, of which he 
would be the most faithful perpetuator. 





Octavio de Medeiros 


Aureliano Chaves--As vice president, his name is naturally considered. But 

the surgical operation which he recently underwent in Belo Horizonte may hurt 
his candidacy plans. He has replaced President Figueiredo in the position 
several times during the presidential trips abroad. And those occasions repre- 
sent positive factor in his favor. But it was during one of them that his 
position eroded in terms of the military leaders. That erosion occurred when 
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the case of the two French priests, Goriou and Camiou, was presented for his 
final decision and he preferred to forward it to the Superior Military Court. 


[In the last elections, his state's PDS was resoundingly defeated. He assumed 
the inert mass of the Minas PDS and plans to be its coordinator in the coming 
campaigns. 





Aureliano Chaves 


Antonio Carlos Magalhaes--He emerged from the last elections with his prestige 
very strengthened by the great victory of the PDS in his state. He had that 
victory guaranteed by a large majority when a helicopter accident 30 days before 
the election removed his candidate, Cleriston Andrade, from the campaign. When 
all the PDS people banked on the candidacy of Angelo Calmon de Sa, Jutai Magalhaes 
or even Lomato Junior, he pulled out of his pocket the name of a humble federal 
deputy, Joao Durval Carneiro, a politician of municipal prestige in Feira de 
Santana, to face the Brazilian Democratic Movement Party (PMDB) candidate, 

Roberto Santos. He did not even have time to campaign for the new candidate 
throughout the state. His is a strong name in the Northeast for president or 


vice president. [photo next page] 


Paulo Maluf--Although he lost the elections for governor of Sao Paulo, by which 
he found himself deprived of his principal political base, he came out of those 
elections with a record vote of 672,000 votes for federal deputy. It is with 
that enormous voting strength that he is going to present himself in Brasilia. 
His political mobilization power is simply extraordinary and it is recognized 

by his bitterest adversaries. There is a Malufist bloc in the new chamber, 
which he helped to elect in several states and which is certainly going to show 
its gratitude at the moment of voting in the Electoral Colleg2. He is going to 
support the candidacy of Deputy Flavio Marcilio for the presivency of the Cham- 
ber and he expects some reciprocation from him as well. [photo next page] 
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Antonio Carlos Magalhaes 





Paulo Maluf 
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Costa Cavaleanti--Like Col Mario Andreazza, he is also considered a hybrid can- 
didate: half civilian and half military. As a reserve general, he was put in 
charge of the government's whole hydroelectric program, being president of the 
Brazilian Electric Power Stations Corporation (EFLETROBRAS) and the [taipu Bi- 
tional Project. The last turbine of Itaipu is scheduled to go into operation 
vactly on the eve of the meeting of the Electoral College which will elect 


Figueiredo's successor. He has said that at the moment he is thinking only of 
being a good president of ELETROBRAS and Itaipu and is not thinking of becoming 
. candidate for the presidency of the republic. but his friends know that "if 
the horse is saddled, he will mount it." He has already been a minister of the 


‘anterior and minister of mines in previous governments, with a good administra- 


tive performance. 





olathe! dale aullad 


Costa Cavalcanti 


[he Opposition Hopes the PDS Will Become Divided in the Electoral College 


It is obvious that even though the opposition does not agree with the process 
of indirect election for the selection of Figueiredo's successor, preferring the 
popular and direct vote, it will have its own candidate in the Electoral College. 


[+ knows that the PDS is the majority in that Electoral College, where it will 
have 356 electors, who represent 26 votes more than the opposition bloc, com- 
prised of 330 electors. It is, therefore, a small majority in which any dis- 


sidence can be fatal to the government candidate. 
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Although the institution of party loyalty oper: in this case in favor of the 
PDS bloc, obliging all the PDS memsers to vote he party candidate at the 
risk of having the remaining 2 years of their terms invalidated, the truth is 
that the opposition parties are counting on any crack in the government bloc to 
elect one of their candidates. Those most mentioned are the following three: 


Tancredo Neves--With his moderate and judicious conduct, he is little by little 
assuming the leadership of the whole opposition area in the country. All or- 
ganizational activity is passing through his hand, which he is already stretch- 
ing out to clasp the hand of President Figueiredo. Prepared to meet with the 
chief of state in Planalto Palace, the new governor of Minas is pursuing a real- 
istic policy which dictates to him the need for a good relationship with the 
federal government in order to enable him to gain access to federal funds and 
appropriations. Maneuvering in the moderate area of the PMDB, Governor Tancredo 
Neves succeeded in neutralizing in Brasilia the suggestion of Deputy Ulysses 
Guimaraes for the organization of an opposition front intended to confront the 
PDS and Planalto Palace in the case of the Chamber presiding bench. He is a 
strong opposition candidate for the presidency of the republic. 





Tancredo Neves 











lysses Guimaraes--He came out of these elections with another term as federal 
deputy and a very large number of votes. He has been president of the PMDB for 
several years, just as he previously presided over the Brazilian Democratic 


In the election that elected President Geisel, he was the anti- 


Movement (MDB). 
indidate, who toured the country from end to end protesting against the indi- 
rect process of the presidential election. Again victorious, this time to the 
hamber, he suggested at the outset the organization of an opposition front 


Ch 

which, in the case of the deputies, would be in the majority and thus could 
deprive the PDS of the right to name the president of the Chamber. This was 
the first test of confrontation with Planalto Palace that Ulysses Guimaraes lec 


as spokesman of the radical area of the PMDB, which was behind the organiza- 


tional efforts for his presidential candidacy. 





Ulysses Guimaraes 


ieonel Brizola--His resounding victory as candidate for the governorship of 
Rio de Janeiro and his indisputable leadership capability naturally accredit 
him as a popular banner to contend for the presidential succession. He would 
be a very strong candidate if that contest were held according to the process 
© direct elections. But since it will be done in the Electoral College, he 


Ol 
would have to prevail on the PMDS because his party, the Democratic Labor Party 
(PDT) is still small for the time being. Thus, the effort that he is making to 








Leonel Brizola 
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attract the Brazilian Labor Party (PTB) of Deputy Ivete Vargas and the Workers 
Party (PT) of Lula in order to found a new party that will gather into its 
ranks all of the supporters of a leftist and socialist government. All those 
plans and projects of his are going to depend directly on his performance as 
governcr of Rio de Janeiro during the next 2 years. 
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COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


LIBERAL LEANINGS OF MONTORO'S ECONOMIC TEAM DISCUSSED 
Rio de Janeiro JORNAL DO BRASIL in Portuguese 19 Jan 83 p 4 


[Text] Sao Paulo--In the economic area, Governor Montoro's team, announced 
yesterday, is comprised of economists of the left, the majority of them 
anchored in liberal positions. They are ina general way and in different 
fields critics of the economic policy carried out by Minister Delfim Neto and 
favor a broader renegotiation of the Brazilian foreign debt and adoption of 
strategies that will maintain the country's employment level. 


Among the economists, Jose Serra, 40 years old, will occupy the Secretariat of 
Planning. Along with Maria da Conceicao Tavares, he heads the structuralist 
group among the economists and supports an economic policy that reconciles the 
resumption of economic growth in the medium and long terms with attenuation 

of social inequalities. For example, he wants the formulation of a combination 
of expansion fronts capable of permitting a more appropriate scheduling of pub- 
lic investments, a minimum horizon for private investment and international 
financing negotiation conditions more suitable to the country. 


President of the National Students Union (UNE) in 1963-64, Serra was exiled for 
12 years. A native of Sao Paulo, professor at the University of Campinas 
(UNICAMP), he studied engineering in the Polytechnical school of the University 
of Sao Paulo (USP), economy in France and the United States, and economic plan- 
ning in the Economic Commission for Latin America (ECLA), an agency of the OAS. 
He also belongs to the Brazilian Center for Analysis and Planning (CEBRAP), 
which is comprised of economists having a more marked leftist position. 


Three years younger, 37 years old, Joao Sayad cannot be categorized in this or 
that economic line. In his published works, he has considered such diverse 
topics as inflation, energy and agriculture. His selection for the Secretariat 
of Finance had the direct influence of Andre Franco Montoro Junior, who will co- 
ordinate the government's economic council. A professor in the University of 
Sao Paulo School of Economics and Administration, he received a master's degree 
from the Institute of Economic Research of the University of Sao Paulo and a 
doctorate from Yale University (United States). 


Although not a member of the secretariat, the third name of influence in Montoro's 
economic team will be the economist, professcr of the Getulio Vargas Foundation 
(FGV) and director of the Sugarloaf Group, Luis Carlos Bresser Pereira, 48 years 
of age, selected to be president of the Bank of the State of Sao Paulo (BANESPA). 
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He was one of the founders of CEBRAP but does not adopt radical positions. He 
is considered a liberal economist whose positions are close to social democracy. 
Bresser Pereira is the author of several books; he has concerned himself with 
the state and technobureaucracy. He supports the emergence of what he calls 
"Self-managing socialism," in which the state does not disappear but reduces 

‘ts direct intervention in the economic apparatus and becomes decentralized. 

He has a master's degree from the University of Michigan, is director of the 


POLITICAL ECONOMY REVIEW and president of the Political Economy Center. 


The oldest of the secretaries already chosen by Montoro is Einar Kok (65 vears 
old), director of the Romi Industries, president of the Brazilian Machinery 
industry Association and vice president of the Center of Industries of the 
State of Sao Paule. Considered a nationalist liberal, his positions do not 
always please the government. (In 1978, he was one of the signers of the 
document in which eight businessmen called for economic and political liberal- 


ization.) 


An agronomical engineer and agriculturist, 58 years old, the secretary of 
agriculture, Jose Gomes da Silva, was also educated in the Luis de Queiroz 
School. A doctor in economics from the University of Sao Paulo (USP), with 
specialization courses in Israel (agricultural planning), soybean production 
(United States) and cotfee-growing (Brazil), he grows coffee, oranges, cane 
and rubber trees in Pirassununga. 


A native of Minas, 59 vears old, the future president of the Development Bank 

of the State of Sao Paulo (BADESP), Roberto Gusmao is a lawyer, businessman 

and professor. He was one of the founders of the Business Administration School 
of Sao Paulo (FGV) and its postgraduate courses. He was a city councilman for 
the old Brazilian Labor Party (PTB) from 1963 to 1965, when he was ousted. He 


was president of the UNE in 1947-48. 


The youngest of the first seven persons named by Montoro is the economist, 
Marcos Fonseca, future president of the State Savings Bank--34 years old. He 
was educated in the USP, where he lectures on macroeconomics; he has a master's 
degree and a doctorate from Yale University. He was a member of the adminis- 
trative board of the FGV and the university board of USP. 
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COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


SCIENTIFIC-TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT FUNDED 46.3 BILLION CRUZEIROS 
Brasilia CORREIO BRAZILIENSE in Portuguese 21 Jan 83 p ll 


[Text] President Figueiredo approved the budget of the National Scientific and 
Technological Development Fund for this year in the amount of 46,315,400,000 
cruzeiros, a portion of which, 9,791,300,000 cruzeiros, is intended for the 
development of the Brazilian space mission and the Antarctic mission, which 
comprise the Sea Resources Sector Program. 


The president has ordered that the system for the application of those funds 
be simplified to obtain greater economic yield from the investment in science 
and technology. The explanatory covering memorandum sent to Figueiredo by 
Planning Minister Delfim Netto explains that because of the need to obtain 
answers for the current challenges "the Studies and Plans Financing Agency 
(FINEP), as manager of the National Scientific and Technological Development 
Fund, intends to abandon the static position of financially taking care of the 
spontaneous demand of projects and begin to pursue government priorities." The 
explanatory memorandum stresses that this new policy will also be carried out 
in permanent coordination with the National Scientific and Technological 
Council (CNPq), which will strengthen its coordinating function, participating 
in the budgeting and monitoring of application of the funds. 


On the basis of the priorities established by the Basic Scientific and Techno- 
logical Development Plan, those funds are distributed as follows at the sector 
level: scientific development--5,924,700,000 cruzeiros; technological develop- 
ment--9, 707,800,000; energy--2,471,400,000; social deve lopment--1, 728,500,000; 
agricultural-livestock development--3, 303,100,000; natural resources-- 
1,013,400,000; scientific and technological infrastructure--753, 800,000; 
special programs--1,638,200,000; aid to small business--40 million; training 
in the administration of scientific and technological research--200 million; 
specific projects--5,202,800,000; sea resources sector program: complete 
Brazilian space mission and Antarctic mission--9,791,300,000; 4,540,400,000 
cruzeiros will be allocated for the payment of amortization and charges of 
foreign financing and the administration charge owed to FINEP. 
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COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


BRIEFS 


NAVAL TECHNOLOGY PROGRESS--Brasilia--Brazil can already export 10 types of 

ships for naval use, according to a study released yesterday by the Navy 

General Staff (EMA) sent to several countries in Latin America and the Middle 
East, including some who have already shown interest in purchasing Brazilian 
vessels. The EMA study stresses that "in view of the urgent need to take care 
of its intensive and growing foreign trade, Brazil carried out a vast shipbuild- 
ing program in the last 3 decades, obtaining such great results that it has come 
to assume a prominent position among the principal shipbuilding countries." 

The EMA says also that "the country achieved significant progress in naval 
shipbuilding, reaching such a stage of development that it presently also 

has the capacity to plan and build modern warships." It especially cites the 
capacity of the Rio de Janeiro Navyyard, "which is in a position to build dif- 
ferent types of ships that include sophisticated technology. The ships that 
Brazil is already in a position to export are: schoolship, corvette, lightship, 
hydrographic vessel, survey vessel, river patrol vessel, hospital care ship, 
training launch and patrol launch. Another ship with sophisticated technology 
that Brazil can also export is the frigate. Two have already been built in the 
Rio de Janeiro Navyyard with British technical assistance. [Text] [Rio de 
Janeiro 0 GLOBO in Portuguese 21 Jan 83 p 23] 8/711 


BIGGER SOYBEAN CROP--Curitiba--Brazilian soybean crop may reach more than 14 
billion tons if the current weather continues, permitting good productivity 
figures despite the excessive rain that fell in the last months of the year. 
The change in the forecasts, which does not discount a 10-percent loss in the 
Parana crop, is encouraging the growers because they had expected to face dis- 
appointing crop problems this year similar to those of last year. But to the 
experts in the cooperatives, the better productivity of the 1983 crop will not 
mean better marketing conditions because so far there are no signs of interna- 
tional market reaction. The domestic market price is still higher and will 
continue that wav because, in view of the difficulties in obtaining funds in 
the marketing phase, the grower perhaps may be forced to accept lower prices 
imposed by the large milling industry. The prospects in the foreign market 
are indefinite since there are no signs of reaction in the demand, which has 
been depressed since the last harvest because of the high interest rates and 
the strengthening of the dollar. If there is a greater drop in U.S. rates, it 
is possible that the demand for soy meal and oil may increase in the European 
market. But forecasts until March indicate a quiet market similar to that 

of last year, when the soybean grower practically just balanced receipts and 











expenditures aggravating a situation of a progressive drop of profitability 
and difficulty of capitalization. [Text] [Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO 
in Portuguese 15 Jan 83 p 22] 8711 


DELEGATION TO ARAB COUNTRIES--A delegation of 30 businessmen coordinated by 
the Arab-Brazilian Chamber of Commerce will be leaving today for five Arab 
countries for the purpose of making contact with local businessmen and offi- 
cials and, if possible, closing deals for the export of Brazilian goods and 
services. According to businessman Carlos Portinari Greggio, one of the di- 
rectors of the chamber, the idea to organize the mission arose because of the 
receptivity of the Arab world to Brazilian products. "Other missions have al- 
ready been organized by the Foreign Ministry and they were successful," he said. 
"This one that we are coordinating is a sort of continuation of that wo " 

The import of oil causes the bilateral relations between Brazil and the rahe 
in terms of foreign trade to be unfavorable to our country by a large margin. 
However, according to Antonio Greggio, there is great Arab interest in increas- 
ing imports provided that they do not represent any dependence or threat to 
their sovereignty. According to the director of the Chamber of Commerce, those 
countries have imported a number of Brazilian articles. "What we seek with 
that mission," declared Greggio, "is mainly to sell advanced technology, and 
that is why the majority of the businessmen who will participate in the mis- 
sion have business in the area of advanced electronics and home appliances. 

The aim of the businessmen in this case is to form joint ventures with Arab 
companies that have already contacted the chamber asking for information about 
products manufactured in Brazil. [Text] [Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in 
Portuguese 21 Jan 83 p 28] 8711 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


RODRIGUEZ MEETS WITH INDIAN FOREIGN MINISTER 
FLO32210 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 2102 GMT 3 Feb 83 


[Text] Our country and India coincided in making an optimistic evaluation 
of the seventh Nonaligned Movement summit whose basic purpose will be to 
ensure peace and the reestablishment of detente. In speeches delivered in 
New Delhi, Cuban Vice President Carlos Rafael Rodriguez and Indian Foreign 
Minister Narasimha Rao referred to the efforts made by the two countries to 
achieve these objectives through the Nonaligned Movement. 


Carlos Rafael Rodriguez said the Nonaligned Movement can make significant 
and solid contributions to world peace as well as to the reestablishment 
of detente. The Cuban vice president said detente is being threatened by 
those who attempt to use military superiority as the only language in 
negotiations. 


Narasimha Rao praised the role played by Cuba and its president, Fidel 
Castro, in the leadership of the Nonaligned Movement at a time of great 
tensions in the world. He said Cuba has led the Nonaligned Movement with 
determination, dignity and sense of responsibility. 


Carlos Rafael Rodriguez expressed his satisfaction over the fact that, 
during the official talks opened yesterday, delegations from the two coun- 
tries had addressed, above all, those problems which could have obstructed 


summit activities. 


New Delhi reports also note that Carlos Rafael Rodriguez received Sam 
Nujoma, chairman of the South West African People's Organization--SWAPO, 
who is also paying an official visit to the Indian capital. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


RODRIGUEZ ON SPANISH MEDIATION IN CENTRAL AMERICA 
LDO52129 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 1400 GMT 5 Feb 83 


[Text] Vice President of the Cuban Council of State Carlos Rafael 
Rodriguez stopped over at Madrid airport on his way to Havana. An influ- 
ential man in the Cuban regime, he said that Fidel Castro intends to come 
to Spain but that the date of such a visit has not been fixed. It sur- 
prised us journalists when Carlos Rafael Rodriguez said that the inter- 
vention by Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez in the conflict in Central 
America--a report which had previously been denied--was effective and had 
been confirmed. The Cuban leader said that Spain will take part ina 
negotiated action which will include Cuba and the United States in the 
serious conflict in Central America. In this respect the Cuban leader 


said: 


[Begin recording] [Rodriguez] So we know that before taking office as 
prime minister Felipe Gonzalez expressed his willingness and, we believe, 
he is also now willing after having done so. We welcome Spain's partici- 
pation in this Ibero-American negotiation, as it were. This negotiation 
would of course involve the United States, which is an unwanted coprota- 
gonist, but which is influential in some of the region's basic problems. 


[Correspondent Hector Arenas] (?Does this action)...? 


[Rodriguez] That depends on the [word indistinct] chairman of the council 
and on the democratic forces of Europe. In no way does it depend on [word 
indistinct] Ibero-America. There are well-known negotiations under way at 
the moment in which Mexico and Venezuela are taking part, and other coun- 
tries such as Panama and Colombia are being incorporated. In this negotia- 
tion we are trying to incorporate other Latin American forces like Brazil, 
and we believe that the European presence would not be superfluous but 
would be extraordinarily positive. 


[Arenas] (?Would Cuba) be willing to participate actively in this? 


[Rodriguez] Cuba is willing to assume its responsibilities in the region. 
Cuba has said that it wants a peaceful solution in the region. Cuba has 
said that the arms which it has at its disposal are considerable and are 
there for the defense of the national territory and in no way for use 
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against any other sister country in Latin America. It is of course ready 
to assume its responsibilities to make a settlement necessary. It is also 
essential for the United States to assume its responsibilities. 


[Arenas] These were the statements by Vice President of the Cuban Council 
of State Carlos Rafael Rodriguez, who is a close aide of Fidel Castro and 
who has confirmed Spanish participation in the search for a peaceful solu- 
tion in the countries of Central America, some of which are in a state of 


civil war. [end recording] 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


COMMENTARY ON PEREZ DE CUELLAR'S AFRICA VISIT 
PAO80313 Havana International Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 8 Feb 83 
("World Events" commentary read by Angel Hernandez] 


[Text] UN Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar is touring several 
countries in the Southern Cone of Africa in order to prove to the African 
states that the United Nations endorses the struggle against racial dis- 


crimination, he has explained. 


In an interview with PRENSA LATINA, Perez de Cuellar said that the inter- 
national community is very interested in the solution of the Southern 
African problem. He warned that this is a high-tension area that requires 
special attention, lest it become a new Middle East. 


The UN secretary general stressed that the problems of that African region 
must be firmly and quickly attacked, since the political confrontations 
there cause extremely serious economic and social problems. He also 
announced that the result of his continental tour and his talks with the 
frontline countries--Angola, Zambia, Tanzania, Mozambique, Zimbabwe and 
Botswana--will determine the procedure that must be followed to speed up 
the process of Namibia's independence. 


Concerning this, Perez de Cuellar rejected the attempts by both the United 
States and South Africa to demand the withdrawal of Cuban internationalist 
combatants from Angola as a prerequisite to negotiate the independence of 
Namibia, which is being illegally occupied by South Africans. 


The United Nations, its secretary general asserted, does not accept the link- 
ing of the Cuban soldiers’ presence in Angolan territory to the process of 
the decolonization of Namibia. I have said it a thousand times, both in 
public and in private, and I am pleased to repeat in this capital that the 
Cuban presence on Angolan soil is a bilateral issue between Cuba and 

Angola, which should never be regarded as a precondition to a solution of 

the Namibian problem, Perez de Cuellar told PRENSA LATINA in Luanda. 


During his visit to Angola, the UN leader met with Angolan President Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos, who told the visitor about his concern over the inter- 
national community's passivity in the face of the aggressions against 
Angola by both the imperialists and South Africa. 
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Dos Santos charged that the U.S. Government is trying to impose new condi- 
tions for the implementation of UN Resolution No 435 on Namibia's inde- 
pendence. Concerning this demand by the United States and other Western 
powers, the Angolan president stressed his desire for the Cuban inter- 
nationalist troops to remain in Angola, describing U.S. calls for those 
combatants to be evacuated from his country as gross interference. 


In answer to President dos Santos' views, the UN secretary general said 
that the solution of the Namibian problem is vitally important to all the 
countries of Southern Africa, and that in order to eliminate all the 
obstacles erected in the path of Namibia's decolonization it is essential 


to join efforts. 


Perez de Cuellar added that all African countries must contribute to this 
cause, and he stressed that in this regard the frontline countries, among 
them Angola, are contributing considerably to the solution of the Namibian 


problem. 


Perez de Cuellar finally said that the United Nations firmly advocates 
guarantees for both the sovereignty and territorial integrity of all states 
in the Souther:.. Cone of Africa. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


U.S. DIPLOMACY'S FAILURE IN AFRICA NOTED 
FLO31545 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1145 GMT 3 Feb 83 


{FAR and Interior Ministry Combatants Political Information Program 
commentary ] 


[Text] News from the African continent point out that U.S. diplomacy has 
suffered a setback in Angola, which refused to accept U.S. peace in 
exchange for the withdrawal of Cuban internationalist troops from its 
territory. The policy of “linkage"--to tie one problem to another--which 
has governed and governs the Reagan administration's current attitude, 
was not accepted by the Angolan Government. 


The solidary support received by that African country from the majority of 
the continent's nations, the United Nations and the international community 
in the face of Yankee pressures constitutes an evident demonstration of the 


failure of that policy. 


Even though the topic at hand is Namibia's independence and the fulfillment 
of Resolution 435 of the UN Security Council, the U.S.-South African coali- 
tion has introduced [into the problem] the issue of the Cuban military 
presence in Angola as a pretext to continue to violate that agreement. 


The United States has developed a strategy for destabilizing the Angolan 
Government which includes the military, political and economic fields. In 
the military field, the South African troops are intensifying their logistic 
support for the counterrevolutionary gangs, are conducting acts of sabotage 
and are unleashing a policy of terror in the towns. 


For its part, U.S. diplomacy is maneuvering, directly or indirectly, to try 
to convince Angola of the advantages involved in attaining peace in 
exchange for relations with the United States. As a result of the Angolan 
Government's refusal to yield to such blackmail, the phases that have 
followed are marked by an increase in military and diplomatic pressures. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


ANGOLAN AMBASSADOR COMMENTS ON TROOP WITHDRAWAL 
FL041659 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1145 GMT 4 Feb 83 


[Text] Ambassador of the People's Republic of Angola to Cuba, Mwaete Joao 
Baptista, has held a press conference on the occasion of the 22d anniversary 
of the start of the armed struggle in that fraternal African country. 


The ambassador recalled how on 4 February 1961 a group of MPLA militants 
attacked the jails of the country's capital to set free the nationalists 
imprisoned by the Portuguese colonial regime for having demanded freedom 
for the fatherland. He said that the People's Republic of Angola is now 
working in the consolidation of political independence and in the creation 


of socialism's foundation. 


Referring to today's situation, he indicated that the United States and its 
South African puppet are currently conducting a campaign of destabilization 
against Angola after failing in the negotiating attempt by means of which, 
with pressures and blackmail, they tried to condition Namibia's inde- 
pendence to the withdrawal of the Cuban internationalist troops from Angola. 


[Begin Ambassador Baptista recording--in Spanish] We are now concentrating 
forces on our borders. Part of our territory continues to be occupied in 
the face of international condemnation, in the face of the demands of the 
international community that they should withdraw from our territory, 
unconditionally. The problem of the Cuban internationalist troops is a 
problem that concerns the MPLA and the Angolan people and no one else. 


We are not at the service of the imperialists and we are not forced to 
accept their pressures, as t'ley want us to do. They should stop their 
pressures as they do with uther countries. We are a revolutionary nation, 
a people who struggled to gain the right to sovereign independence. No 
matter what kind of pressures, this is a problem of principles, and prin- 
ciples are not negotiable. The Cuban internationalists will remain in 
Angola until we say: Thank you very much. Now we are strong and can 
resist. We can defend ourselves. We can now develop the economic and 


social activities of our country. 


We will not accept pressures, above all if it comes from Washington. We 
reaffirm our determination to struggle to the end for the consolidation of 
our revolutionary process, for the independence of our brothers in Namibia 
and for the elimination of the apartheid regime in South Africa. [end 


recording] 


CSO: 3248/501 49 











COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


BRIEFS 


FIDEL CASTRO MESSAGE TO USSR--The Soviet daily PRAVDA today publishes a 
message sent to the USSR by Commander in Chief Fidel Castro, first secre- 
tary of Cuba's Communist Party and president of the Councils of State and 
Ministers. On behalf of the party, people and government of Cuba, the 
message states, I wish to express my profound gratitude for the fraternal 
greetings you sent us on the occasion of the 24th anniversary of the 
revolution's triumph. Convinced that the USSR will continue to wage an 
uninterrupted struggle for peace, Fidel stresses, we wish 1983 will be a 
year of new successes for the CPSU, the government and people of the 
fraternal country of the Soviets. [Text] [FL051629 Havana Domestic 
Service in Spanish 1502 GMT 5 Feb 83] 


SWEDISH OFFICIAL--Hector Rodriguez Llompart, minister-president of the 

State Committee for Economic Cooperation, has met in Havana with Mr (Stannis 
Lapate), director of Swedish foreign affairs. The two officials discussed 
topics on economic cooperation, particularly those dealing with cooperation 
in the public health sphere. [FL261922 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish. 


1200 GMT 26 Jan 83] 


DAMAGES FROM HEAVY RAINS--The rains of the last 5 days have set a record 
for Matanzas Province and have affected the cane harvest, agricultural 
products and caused damages to housing. In Pinar del Rio workers have 
been mobilized to pick up tobacco plunts felled by the rains. In Jaguey 
Grande the cultivation of plantains, tomatoes and beans has sustained 
damages while in Calimete nearly 17,000 quintals of plantains were lost 
and 57,000 plantain plants were damaged. Losses in potato crops were also 
reported and potato fields were flooded. Fields are being pumped and 
drained while damage estimates are still being made on the outskirts of 
Marti municipality and in other areas of Matanzas Province. Rains damaged 
two buildings in the city of Matanzas, flooded two houses in Joveilanos 
and another four in Colon where another 30 sustained damages. [FL261922 
Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 26 Jan 83] 


VILLA CLARA RAIN DAMAGES--A record rainfall during the past 7 days 
paralyzed the cane harvest in at least 18 sugar cane mills and affected 
cultivation of tubers, vegetables and tobacco in the entire farming region 
of Villa Clara. The Villa Clara Agriculture Ministry reported that it is 
currently estimating damages in the tomato, potato and other vegetable and 














tuber crops and in the (?black) tobacco plantations where the rains damaged 
the quality of the tobacco leaves. It also reported that the water levels 
in the Alacranes, Minerva, Arroyo Grande and Minicaragua dams rose by over 
27,700,000 cubic meters. [Text] [FL281505 Havana Domestic Service in 


Spanish 1200 GMT 28 Jan 83] 


TV SERIES ON U.S. 'CRIMES'--The repressive methods used by U.S. imperialism 
against peoples in order to stop the liberating activities of the revolu- 
tionary movements throughout the world are the theme of the Cuban documen- 
tary film "Terrorism," which will be broadcast here in four installments 
beginning Friday. The film, by Cuban movieman (Victor Butari), presents 
heart-rending testimonies on the crimes committed by troops at Washington's 
service in various parts of the world and on the cruel disposition of the 
mercenaries in U.S. camps. [Text] [PA031903 Havana International Service 


in Spanish 0000 GMT 2 Feb 83] 


SOVIET DELEGATION VISITS FACTORY--A Soviet official delegation recently 
visited Holguin in compliance with one of the agreements between the USSR 
and Cuba within the framework of scientific-technical cooperation for the 
development of various areas of the economy in order to modernize the KPT 
Sugarcane harvester and the 60th October Revolution Anniversary Factory. 
Miguel Cano Blanco, alternate member of the Politburo and first secretary 
of the party in Holguin, held a meeting with the retinue headed by the 
deputy minister of machine building for animal husbandry and fodder pro- 
duction, who was accompanied by other leaders and officials of that Soviet 
sector. [Text] [FLO72004 Havana Domestic Television Service in Spanish 


1800 GMT 7 Feb 83] 


ICAP ON CENTRAL AMERICAN CONFLICT--The Cuban institute for Friendship With 
Peoples [ICAP] has called on all honest and peace-loving men, the inter- 
national community, world public Opinion and the U.S. people themselves to 
check the imperialist aggression, to impede a fratricidal war in Central 
America of incalculable results. Ina declaration, the ICAP scores the 
Big Pine bellicose maneuvers and other U.S. Government's provocative, 
threatening and warmongering acts against the Nicaraguan revolution and 
other peoples in the region. In addition, it notes that these acts are 
taking place at a time when the top leaders of the insurgent forces, in a 
realistic and humanitarian gesture, are making every effort by proposing 
just and acceptable solutions, and when the Nicaraguan people are devoted 
to the national reconstruction. [Text] [FLO51729 Havana Domestic Service 


in Spanish 1200 GMT 5 Feb 83] 


UPEC ON PERUVIAN JOURNALISTS’ MURDER--The recent incidents in Ayacucho 
Department, Peru, where eight Peruvian journalists were killed have shaken 
and enraged not only the Peruvian people but the Latin American and world 
public. This unprecedented action in the history of Peruvian journalism 

is a tragedy that discloses the difficult conditions under which our 
colleagues must carry out their work in this continent. The Cuban journal- 
ists vigorously condemn this brutal crime and express solidarity with our 
Peruvian colleagues to whom we sent our fraternal and revolutionary con- 
dolences. At the same time, we join many requests made by various 


51 














Peruvian and Latin American organizations for a thorough investigation in 
order to determine who committed this crime and that the culprits be 
punished. [Statement issued by the Union of Cuban Journalists [UPEC] in 
February 1983--read by announcer] [Text] (FLO41721 Havana Domestic 
Service in Spanish 1500 GMT 4 Feb 83] 


CASTRO AT AWARDS CEREMONY--Commander in Chief Fidel Castro, first secretary 
of the party Central Committee and president of the Council of State and 
Government, last night attended the ceremony held to award the Frank Pais 
order of the first degree and the Jose Tey medal to a group of educators. 
The Council of State decreed the award of 63 Frank Pais orders and 146 Jose 
Tey medals to professors and teachers who have dedicated their lives to the 
teaching profession and have contributed significantly to its development. 
It also decorated the University of Havana for its important work in educa- 
tion in a span of over 250 years. [Excerpt] [FL291705 Havana Domestic 


Service in Spanish 1200 GMT 29 Jan 83] 


IRAN'S 'AZIZI TALKS WITH MALMIERCA--Tehran, Feb l, IRNA--Deputy Foreign 
Minister Ahmad ‘Azizi today met and conferred with Cuban Foreign Minister 
Perera [IRNA spelling] Malmierca. ‘Azizi arrived in Havana to deliver a 
message of President Khamenei to Cuban President Fidel Castro. During the 
meeting with Malmierca, ‘Azizi explained the Iranian stand concerning the 
7th non-aligned summit to be held early next month in New Delhi, India. The 
Cuban foreign minister expressed his pleasure over the change in the venue 
of the summit and said it was not only a victory of the Islamic Republic 

but also it was a big achievement for other non-aligned members. "Azizi 
hoped that a close cooperation among the members will pave the way for the 
speedy progress of the movement. [Text] [LDO11146 Tehran IRNA in English 


1012 GMT 1 Feb i3] 


cso: 3248/500 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


RIVERA Y DAMAS QUESTIONS CONSCRIPTION SYSTEM, OTHER ISSUES 
San Salvador EL MUNDO in Spanish 10 Jan 83 p 2 


[Text] San Salvador, 9 Jan (DPA) -- The Apostolic Administrator of the 
archdiocese of San Salvador, Monsignor Arturo Rivera y Damas, in his Sunday 
homily at the cathedral expressed today, on discussing the insubordination 
of a high Salvadoran military officer, that "this creates anxiety because of 
what it can mean, although the occasion has brought a transfer order and 
also it can be serious because of the consequences that it may have for 


the country". 


This new situation "is showing that the long tragedy that we are living 
nationally is affecting all the country's institutions and calls for solu- 
tions that have in view the common good and the good of the people," added 


the Salesian priest. 


He mentioned that another "grievously scandalous" event is the conflict at 
the Post Office management, which led to the dismissal of some members of 
the personnel and “even the death of an employee" last Thursday. 


Considerable amounts in dollars sent through drafts have gotten lost at the 
Salvadoran post office. In investigations, at the highest level of govern- 
ment authorities, they have been discovering suspicious and guilty heads, 
which already caused the murder of a worker at the post office's own main 
ofices, and this is a subject that has been holding the attention of the 


eitizens in recent months, 


Concerning the conscription of new youths for the army with the aim of in- 
creasing the number of forces to 43,000, Monsignor Rivera said that "this 
action, although it is normal, because it has always been accomplished 

in this way, today raises some questions," 


"Have advertisements been made for them to voluntarily join the ranks of 

the army? Why then do they have to resort to force, as has happened in 

sore places, to conscript them? If military service is obligatory for all, 
why is conscription carried out only in the poor and rural areas, when there 
ar also in other zones youths who have the same obligation?" questioned 

the apostolic administrator. 
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Rivera y Damas said in his address that one assumes that it is necessary to 
have 43,000 men. But the question is whether or not there is the capacity 
to support all these persons under the circumstances of poverty that El 
Salvador is experiencing. 


The successor of the assassinated Monsignor Oscar Arnulfo Romero, mentioned 
the Commission for Justice and Peace, responsible for preparing the next 
"Day of Peave" (on 14, 15 and 16 January in San Salvador), with the partici- 
pation of the Archbishop of Panama, Marcos Gregorio McGraw, and the Bishop 
of Coban, Republic of Guatemale, Monsignor Gerardo Flores. 


‘onsignor Rivera y Damas said that he was hoping that this event will be 

as a stage that will motivate the coming visit of Pope John Paul II to 

El Salvador, but above all, he said, "that [the "Day of Peace"] will create 
awareness on the need for a dialogue for peace at all levels", 


The day is drawing near in which President Ronald Reagan "will guarantee 
before Congress the situation of human rights in El Salvador. This not- 
withstanding, reports continue of illegal seizures, the discoveries of 
mutilated corpses and of persons assumed dead; news continues of ambushes 
and harassment by guerrillas, dynamiting of buses (about 15 in the week just 
ended), as if it were already "our daily bread" for the Salvadoran people, 
added Rivera y Damas, a member of the episcopal conference of Fl Salvador. 


He expressed that in the picture that was passing before him weekly he 
saw with pain that in the first 6 days "of this year of grace that the Lord 
grants us for our good, there are sad events "that show our hardness of 


heart", 


9545 
CSO: 3248/461 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


FINATA TO GRANT LAND TITLES, COMPENSATE LAND OWNERS 


San Salvador EL MUNDO in Spanish 13 Jan 83 p 2 


[Text] The payment of 1,000 compensations to former owners of lands confiscat- 
ed by the agrarian reform and the delivery of 9,700 permanent titles of 
property to peasant beneficiaries of decree 207 are part of the aims for 1983 
of the National Bank for Agricultural Lands (FINATA), reported its 

president, colonel and lawyer Jose Galileo Torres at a press conference 


yesterday. 


Torres explained that the executive offices of FINATA are modernizing ad- 
ministrative channels to maintain direct communication with the former 
owners of lands and to have them come to their offices in order to trans- 
act the necessary documentation that will facilitate the payment of the 


compensation, 


The tenants of the land, on availing themselves of the benefits of Decree 

207, explained Torres, become the owners of the plots up to 10 manzanas, that 
is, 7 hectares. Torres referred to the access that the peasants have to 
credits for production, through a program with the Bank of Agricultural and 
Livestock Development, whose total investment will be about 33 million colons, 
to benefit more than 13,000 small farmers, either individually or in solidary 
groups. The program commences on 18 January. 


At this date, Torres continued reporting, FINATA has received 58,152 appli- 
cations from peasants who are beneficiaries of Decree 207, as part of the 
Motivation Project for Potential Beneficiaries, whose aim is about 60,000 
applications on 28 February of this year. Thus, Torres said, 97 percent of 
the goal has been reached, while the districts of Chalatenango, La Paz, 
Cabanas, San Vicente and Morazan have yet to be covered as a whole, At this 
date they are working in the districts of San Salvador, Cuscatlan and San 
Miguel. The goal will be surpassed, Torres added, even considering the 
problems of violence that exist in those departments. 


CSO: 3248/461 
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COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


PUBLIC HEARINGS TO BE HELD ON BUDGET 
FLO21813 Bridgetown CANA in English 1723 GMT 2 Feb 83 


[Text] St Georges, Grenada, Feb. 2, CANA--The Grenada Government has 
announced plans to hold a series of public discussions and activities 
involving all sections of the population prior to presentation of the 


March 4 budget. 


The activities were outlined yesterday by Deputy Prime Minister and Minis- 
ter of Finance Bernard Coard at a press conference. 


The government-controlled "Radio Free Grenada" quoted Mr Coard as saying 
the activities, to include a conference of mass organisations February 15, 
have been organised despite the fact that the draft budget plan has already 
been discussed and evaluated by workers in different government ministries, 


departments and state enterprises. 


He said the conference would be attended by more than 1,000 participants 
from such organisations as the National Youth Organisation, the National 
Women's Organisation, the Trade Union Council and its affiliates, as well 
as the Grenada Chamber of Commerce and Industry. 


There would also be a series of parish and zonal council meetings, as well 
as a special conference of elderly citizens and small and medium-sized 
businessmen as part of the efforts by the Grenada Government to get 
further discussions on the draft budget plan, he added. 

The deputy prime minister stated that the activities would review Grenada's 
1982 economic performance. 


"We are not just presenting what happened in 1982 in comparison with what 
we announced in the budget plan but what we had planned to do for 1982," 


he said. 


Mr Coard said that in the report the Grenada Government would be actually 


looking at what happened in the different secto’’s of the economy such as 


agriculture, industry, tourism, public utiliti’s and the different state 


enterprises. 
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"We would look at all of that in terms of what actually happened in 1981 in 
all of these areas and then we would look at what we said would happen in 
all of those different areas in 1982 including our goals, objectives and 
targets which we announced," he added. 


He also said that in the budget plan the government would outline what took 
place last year, as well as how the country performed in the different sec- 
tors of the economy and what would be the budget plan for every sector of 
the economy and ministries in 1983. 


Mr Coard disclosed that prior to budget day members of the Grenada Govern- 
ment would be meeting in session from February 28 to March 3 "to seriously 
consider how the proposals of the masses could be incorporated in the final 


budget plan." 


CSO: 3298/1198 








COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


USSR TO BUY 500 TONS NUTMEG, COCOA IN 1983 
FLO11807 Bridgetown CANA in English 1721 GMT 1 Feb 83 


[Text] St. Georges, Grenada, Feb 1, CANA--The Soviet Union is to buy 500 
tons each of nutmegs and cocoa from Grenada this year "at prevailing market 
prices," it was officially announced here today. 


Manager of the Grenada Co-operative Nutmeg Association (GCNA), Robin 
Renwick, said 500 tons of nutmegs represents some 20 per cent of an average 


year's export sales. 


He expects that a Soviet ship will call at St. Georges in April to load the 
first consignment. 


"This business will assist the current year's trading considerably," he 
said. 


The manager said a government-to-government trading agreement was signed on 
June 11, 1980 between the Soviets and Grenada, and a protocol entered into 
on July 27, 1982, whereby the Soviet Union would buy 500 tons of nutmegs from 


the GCNA each year for the next five years. 


The trading agreement also covers the sale of cocoa to the USSR, and Norbert 
Arnold, manager of the Grenada Cccoa Association, said a Soviet ship will 


call in March to load 500 tons. 


Mr Arnold did not know of any on-going agreement under which Russia would 
continue to buy Grenada's cocoa, but an informed source said negotiations 
had been concluded for the USSR to buy 500 tons of cocoa in each of the 
years 1983 and 1984, and 1,000 tons in each of the years 1985, 1986 and 


1987. 


The source said that, without affecting traditional markets in which Grenada 
sells its cocoa, it would not be possible at the present time to sell 1,000 
tons of cocoa per year to Russia, but by 1985, a current Canadian funded 
cocoa rehabilitation scheme should be promoting increased yields and it 
will be possible then to fill the Russian quota. 


CSO: 3298/1198 











COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


BRIEFS 


SOLIDARITY MESSAGE TO FMLN--The Grenada Committee for Friendship With the 
Peoples has expressed solidarity with El Salvador's FMLN on the occasion 
of the 51st commemoration of the death of Farabundo Marti, after whom the 
front is named. In a message to the front, the committee said victory was 
inevitable, not only for the Salvadoran people but for the workers of the 
world in the fight against imperialism. The message said Marti's blood 
flows in the veins of the Salvadoran people and because of this the people 
of Grenada understand there is no other direction for the struggle in El 
Salvador but to victory. [Text] [FL0O12345 St Georges Domestic Service in 


English 2300 GMT 1 Feb 83] 


CSO: 3298/1198 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


PPP ORGAN URGES TUC TO FIGHT GOVERNMENT POLICIES 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 16 Jan 83 p 2 
(Editorial: "'TUC Must Fight Govt. Policies" ] 


(Text] By its initial pronouncements for 1983, the PNC regime has served 
notice that there will be no basic changes in its ridiculous policies, 
except for the worse. The working class will therefore be the hardest hit, 
while the peasantry will suffer too. Within the context of all this, what 
is the TUC prepared to do? To all appearances, not much. It would be 
intolerable to the rank and file for the TUC to continue to wallow in the 


PNC mire this year, as before. 


General Secretary Joseph Pollydore who is under tremendous fire to get 
moving or get out, recently pronounced words to the effect that the TUC 
must refurbish its image. Also that the TUC must champion the workers’ 
battles. Further that re-organisation and re-structuring of the TUC is 
imperative. So far so good. But what did the ancient one mean, when he 
reportedly said that the TUC has no intention to "subvert the government" 


etc? 


That funny bit is interpreted to mean that the TUC will battle tooth and 
nail to keep the PNC in office! If that is so, it's bad! Very bad! The 
PNC as a government has amply shown its worthlessness over the past 18 
gruelling years. The TUC has a firm commitment to the working class, and 
should cease propping up the incompetent PNC regime. The first loyalty of 
the TUC is to the working class, and not to any political party. This 
brings into question the relevance and presence in the TUC of certain 
unions formally affiliated to the PNC. 


If the starving oppressed workers battle the insensitive brutal govern- 
ment, and the TUC backs those workers, is that subversion? Would that be 
seeking to overthrow the government? If some TUC leaders have blinkers 
before their mental vision, they must be forced to realise that they can't 
have "cake and bake" at the same time. For the workers to win a decent 
living standard and a decent wage, they must oppose the wrong policies of 
the PNC regime. Such opposition is not subversion, but positive and pro- 


gressive. 











Constituent TUC unions must be forced to realise that playing patsy to the 
PNC bully gets the organisation nowhere. One thing is patently clear at 
this juncture: The PNC regime has absolutely no respect for the TUC and 
its leaders....militants included. This is also due to the glaring split 
which is now apparent in that outfit. This paper does not blame the PNC 
for its patent disrespect towards the TUC, but heaps all the blame on the 
TUC itself. Over the past 18 years, the TUC brought about this monstrous 


eye-pass on itself. 


Those TUC rank and filers who may be members of the PNC know to their con- 
science, that the PNC cannot solve the nation's problems. These worsers 
listen to their bellies and are poised to move forward if given the correct 
militant leadership. They are not satisfied with the wrangling going on in 
the top echelons. The protest demonstration by the TUC in December 1982 
through the streets of Georgetown exposed the gaping split in the TUC. 
Those responsible for the quantitatively poor turn-out should realise that 
the workers' struggle will not be won in that way. That is subversion! 
That is sell-out! That is plunging a dagger in the TUC's back! No one 


can serve two masters simultaneously. 


This paper calls for the immediate re-organisation and re-structuring of 
the TUC to make it more democratic and more responsive to rank and file 
aspirations. The current TUC Constitution is a shame and a shambles. It 
must go! The new Constitution must have no place for unions with formal 
political affiliations; and the disproportionate power ef the mini-unions 
must be curbed in the TUC Executive. Too, some influential observers have 
already opined that the post of General Secretary should be elected by 
secret ballot at delegates conferences. 


It is a downright shame that the GAWU and GMWU--two vitally important 
unions in the TUC and the ailing economy of Guyana--should have been 
engineered off the TUC executive by conniving PNC elements, who view the 
TUC as a last-ditch PNC bridgehead. If the TUC leadership as currently 
constituted is interested in saving the economy, re-organisation and re- 
structuring of that body would commence without further procrastination 


and behind the scene manoeuvres. 


What is the TUC doing about shortages of consumer essentials? Is the TUC 
satisfied with a Guyana without bread? Can hungry workers give of their 
best? How many more must die of malnutrition before the TUC leaders decide 
to fight PNC policies? How many more white-mouth people must be seen on 
the streets? How many more school children must faint in class? How much 
lower must meagre wages be depressed? How higher must the cost of living 


rise? 


This paper calls on the TUC to denounce the PNC regime now; to repudiate 
its wrong policies; and to fight those policies in the streets, fields, 
factories and class rooms. The TUC must demand workers' control now; 
oppose denationalisation plans; demand the long-promised union-recognition 
law; move towards securing a political solution to Guyana's problems; and 
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not the ideological 


pronounce in favour of genuine Marxist Socialism, 
zarbage being palmed off on the nation "Co-operative Socialism.’ 


If the TUC wants to recover any semblance of its lost credibility it must 
thus first cleanse the augean stables of its 18 years of collaboration with 


the inefficient, insensitive PNC regime. 


CSO: 3298/349 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


PPP CALLS FOR NATIONWIDE PROTEST OVER WATER CRISIS 


Georgetown MIRROR in English 16 Jan 83 p l 


[Text] That there is no water available in many homes in Guyana today, is 
viewed as a shameful development by the People's Progressive Party. In 
many homes there is either low water pressure or no water at all. Stand 
pipes in the rural areas give little or no water most of the time, and 
numerous pumping installations are out of order for want of spares, elec- 
tricity, and diesel fuel. 


This scenario is one of neglect and incompetence. Coupled to the failure 
of the regime to supply water to rate payers, water r«tes throughout the 
country are exorbitant. This country is blessed with water. Guywa 
(Guyana Water Authority) which is supposed to supply water to rural con- 
sumers has jacked up its rates by a whopping amount. This lends more 
credence to the PPP proposal in Parliament December last, to the effect, 
that no increase by any State corporation or entity should be enforced 
unless first justified and endorsed by the National Assembly. 


The PPP argued that a Parliamentary Committee should be set up to scruti- 
nise proposed increases in tariffs, rates, fees, fares, prices, etc., and 
to make recommendation accordingly. The Party feels that it is absurd for 
Guywa to jack up water rates to rural dwellers when the service provided by 
Guywa is either inadequate or virtually non-existent....it is equally 
absurd for the City Authorities to exact heavy water rates when day after 
day there is no water in the taps of many wards in Georgetown....for 
example Ruimveldt and Bel Air. 


There is water aplenty in Guyana. The country abounds with rainfall, 
streams, rivers, lakes, creeks and water falls. The apparent task is to 
take this water to the consumers which is what the PNC regime has failed 
miserably to do in 18 long years. In the midst of a plentitude of water, 
therefore, there is no acute shortage! 


Tne chronic water shortage poses a serious health hazard to the nation: 
malfunctioning sewerage in the City; stagnant drains, villagers forced to 
use trench water for cooking, bathing and laundering purposes. The Fire 
Service complains over and over, of low water pressure impairing its effi- 
ciency in dousing what have been major conflagrations. 
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A lot of time and energy (better spent in production) is wasted by citizens 
in fetching water in buckets, in carts, drums etc., and also in taking it 
upstairs to upper flats. Those house-holders who have installed auxiliary 
pumps and overhead tanks are hounded by Guywa agents who threaten them with 
orosecution, fines and seizures of their equipment. 


From time to time, the PNC propagandists falsely refer to the turmoil they 
inherited. But the fact is that the water situatior was never like it is 
now. And every year, it is getting worse. Our wonderful rivers never run 
dry. It is the duty of the PNC regime to satisfy our people's basic need-- 
water. It must get our rivers' waters purified and pumped to our people in 
their homes or get out. 


The PPP therefore calls on all Guyanese throughout the country to join the 
protests organised by the Party for next Saturday, January 22, 1983. These 
protests are to take place in Georgetown, New Amsterdam, Corriverton, Anna 
Regina and at Guywa offices in certain Regions and Districts. 


CSO: 3298/349 











COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


PPP STATEMENT REFUTES ATTACKS FROM 'RIGHT-WING' GROUPS 


Georgetown MIRROR in English 23 Jan 83 p l 


[Text] The vociferous rightwing elements inside and outside the PNC have 
been uttering baseless slanders against the PPP and its policies for some 
time. Foremost among these slanderers is the so-called Vanjuard for 
Liberation and Democracy (VLD), a miniscule patch-work of reactionaries, 
holed up in Georgetown, who have taken up the cudgels for capit2lism and 
imperialist pillage. 


The PPP in a recent press release debunked the slanders of not only the VLD 
reactionaries, but also of the "Catholic Standard" which newspaper has been 
printing lies about the PPP and the GAWU. The PPP release says: 


The PPP condemns the Vanguard for Liberation and Democracy for its out- 
rageous and vicious attacks against the PPP in its mouthpiece, the 
LIBERATOR. In its December 1982 issue, the VLD accused the PPP of "insin- 
cerity and opportunism," in its "latest call for a broad-based government 
and unity to force the PNC to resign."’ It went on to say that the PPP 
wants to woo the PNC to form a coalition government and that to do so the 
PPP "also offered ‘unlimited credits" from the Soviet Union." 


The VLD also gave its support to an earlier position taken by THE CATHOLIC 
STANDARD which accused the PPP of undermining opposition unity by its 
intransigence and dogmatism in the talks called by the Guyana Council of 
Churches. THE CATHOLIC STANDARD had also falsely accused the PPP of hold- 
ing secret meetings with the PNC. 


First of all, it is preposterous for anyone to imagine that the PPP could 
offer unlimited Soviet credit to the PNC regime! The issue of credit 
emerges from the Guyana-USSR Agreement signed in 1978. The Soviets 
offered to buy our bauxite and give "unlimited credits." However, by that 
time, the PNC had already succumbed to imperialist pressures and sabotaged 
the Agreement--much to the detriment of Guyana as it led to grievous 
conditions of life and increased violations of human rights for the 


Guyanese people. 


Secondly, it is a gross distortion to impute that the PPP wishes to woo the 
PNC and form a coalition government. The PPP is a principled party which 
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is interested neither in superficial unity nor window-dressing postures at 
government level. This was evident when, a number of years ago, the PPP 
rejected offers of collusion to hold office of Ceremonial President and 
two ministerial posts, and later, after the creation of an Executive 
President, 3 or 4 ministerial posts. 


The PPP is not interested in positions or deals. It wants a political 
solution which is democratic and revolutionary. When the PPP launched the 
call for the National Patriotic Front and the formation of a National 
Patriotic Front Government in 1977, it was based on the principles of 
democracy, anti-imperialism and socialist orientation. It made the call 

to all organisations and political parties which would agree to the prin- 
ciples of the Front. Ironically, the parties which rejected the call to 
join the Front were the PNC and those parties which now make up the VLD. 
This is not strange. For despite their different rhetorical positions both 
want a capitalist course for Guyana, and puppet-rule tied to imperialism. 


The PPP is not worried about accusations of intransigence and dogmatism. 
Nor is it bothered by those who opportunistically wish to distort the 
truth; the history of the struggle in Guyana will reveal who has been (and 
are) obstacles to a genuine powerful unity being built in this country, to 
put Guyana on the road to democracy, freedom and meaningful development. 


--MIRROR notes that not a word of this important PPP release which sets 

the record straight has been published in either the PNC weekly NEW NATION 
which also prints lies about the PPP; in the daily GUYANA CHRONICLE, which 
tries half-heartedly to be objective; or in the weekly CATHOLIC STANDARD. 
There has been a total blackout on the radio too on this statement blasting 
the rightist pro-imperialist elements inside and outside the PNC who are 
performing the stooge role for US imperialism in Guyana. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


DPRK ENVOY DISCUSSES JOINT VENTURES, RANGE OF OTHER TOPICS 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 18 Jan 83 p 8 


(Text ] 


THE Guyana 
Government is con. 
sidering Proposals by 
the’ , Democratic 
People’s Republic of 
Korea (DPRK) for the 
establishment of joint 
ventures to boost: 
economic Co-operation. 
and cultural links bet- 
ween the two countries. 
The proposals, hinted 
at yesterday by the 
DPRK's _‘Resident 
Ambassador to Guyana, 
Mr.Pak Ri Hyon, and 
believed tobe under 
study by the Ministry of 
Economic Planning and 
Finance, reportedly 
identify areas in which 
the DPRK is 

technologically 
knowledgeable and 
willing to help in 
Guyana’s development. 

Mr. Pak Ri Hyon said 
tae proposed joint 
ventures could include 
the establishment of 
light manufacturing 
industries and_ the 
processing of 
agricultural products - 
two areas which the 
Guyana Government is 
committed to expand 
during the 1980s. 

The Korean 
Ambassador spoke at a 
Press conference, called 
to voice the DPRK’s 
protest against proposed 
moves by the United 





States and Japan to 
establish a_ tripartite 
military alliance with 
the Republic of South 
Korea. . 

Representatives of the 
media attended the 
conference, which was 
convened at the DPRK 
embassy in Prashad 
Nagar. 

Asked to comment on 
relations between his 
country and Guyana, the 
DPRK Ambassador 
described these as 
‘warm and growing,”’ 
citing President Forbes 
Burnham’s visit to 
Pyongyang (the Korean 
capital) and his meeting 
with President Kim Il 
Sung, in April, 1978, as a 
“symbol of the strength 
and development of 


relations between the 
two countries.” 

President Burnham’s 
tour of Korea afforded 
interpersonal] talks at the 
highest ievei on DPRK- 
Guyana ties and led to 
continued dialogue on 
the setting-up of joint 
sommittees to look into 
the possibility of 
developin closer 
bilateral relations bet- 
ween the two nations, 
Mr. Pak Ri Hyon said. 

In reply to another 
question, he said the 
DPRK had also proposed 
the establishment of a 


barter relationship— one 
that could possibly see 
Korea purchasing 
bauxite from Guyana 
and Guyana _ buying 
cement and steel pillars 
from the DPRK. 

The Ambassador 
recently met Vice- 
President for Economic 
Planning and Finance, 
Cde Desmond Hoyte, and 
is awaiting an official 
response to the DPRK's 
proposals. 

The Korean 
Ambassador attributed 
the low volume of trade 
between his country and 
Guyana to a lack of 
knowledge of the 
products each country 
had to export and said 
the establishment of the 
joint committee had 

n proposed to make 
each country more 
acquainted with the 
other’s export com- 
modities. 

On another note, Cde 
Pak Ri Hyon said the 
DPRK shared Guyana’s ! 
concern over 
Venezuela’s claim to 
two-thirds of _ this 
country’s territory and 
was interested in seeing 
the territorial dispute 
settled peacefully. 

The fostering of closer 


trade and economic 
relations between 


GUYANA 


Guyana and the DPRK 
hinged on ~Guyana’s' 
maintaining its 
sovereignty and right to 
self-determination, he 
remarked. 


‘‘Venmezuela’s ap- 
plication for membership 
in the Non-Aligned 
Movement should be 
considered very 
carefully,’’ he said, in 
the light of Venezuela’s 
attitude toward the 
territorial dispute bet 
ween Caracas and 
Georgetown, and 
Venezuela’s wide- 
ranging alliance with ‘‘a 
hig power.” 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


NEW INDIAN HIGH COMMISSIONER PRESENTS CREDENTIALS 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 20 Jan 83 p 8 


[Text ] 


NEWLY-accredited 
High Commissioner of 
India to Guyana, Mr. 
Gajanan Wakankar, 
yesterday identified as 
common the goals and 
ideais which both India 
and Guyana are pur- 
suing. 


‘We both believe in 
the principles of 
equality, non- 
interference in the in- 
ternal affairs of other 
countries, national self- 
reliance and economic 
independence,”’ he said, 
in presenting his 
credentials to Vice- 
President for Party and 
State . Affairs Cde. 
Cammie Ramsaroop, at 
State House. 

Mr. Wakankar further 
remarked that both 
Guyana and India are 
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‘ following the principles 


of universal peace and 
brotherhood, promotion 
of international co 
operation and creation 
of a more just and 
equitable world socio 
economic system. — 


Mr. Wakankar 
replaces Mr. Jankinath 
Bhat who completed his 
assignment here late last 
year. The new High 
Commissioner says 
looks forward to working 


for the furtherstrengthen- 
i 


of the already close 
relationship between 


Guyana and India and 
the cementing of bonds 
through mutually 
beneficial co-operation 
in all fields, including 
education, culture, trade 
and economic 
development. 
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In reply,- Vice- 
President Ramsaroop 
hailed the key role India 
has been playing in the 
Non-Aligned Movement, 
particularly at this time, 
when she will be hosting 
the Seventh Summit of 
the Non-Aligned Heads 
of Government. 

Cde. Ramsaroop 
hoped that in New Delhi 
in March and also in 
Georgetown, India and 
Guyana would continue 
to work vigorously 
towards the furtherance 
of the goal of a New 
International Economic 
Order (NIEO) = and 
towards more 
meaningful North South 
co-operation which will 
lead to economic justice 
for all states without 
regard to size or level of 
development. 
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GUYSTAC OFFICIAL NOTES WORKER PARTICIPATION IN MANAGEMENT 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 21 Jan 83 p 3 


[Text ] 


GUYSTAC Personnel 
and Industrial Relations 
Manager, Cde. Aubrey 
Roberts has said that 
Government recognised 
the right of workers to 
participate in 
management and thus 
had encouraged the 
establishment of worker 
participation systems in 
all Public Sector Agen- 
cies. 

According to a 
GNEC release yesterday, 
Cde. Roberts made 
these remarks while 
giving the main address 
at the inauguration of 
the worker: o 
ticipation councils of the 
Guyana National 
Engineering Corporation 
for 1983. 

He said that, despite 
Guystac’s intensive 
efforts over the years of 
existence, only’ ten 
corporations had 


established worker 
participation in 
management systems. 
Participation councils 


therefore, must perform 
at a high standard so as 
to convince management 
of their responsibility 
and dedication, he 
continued. 

Identifying precon- 
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ditions for successful 
operation of worker 
participation, he ‘said, 
‘Both management and 
unions should recognise 
the importance of 
worker participation. 
Employees involved in 
these systems must be 
willing to make éxtra 
efforts and _ display 
dedication and com- 
mitment in order to 


perform well. They must 


also take advantage ot 


all trainin — ities 
made av e.”’ 

The proceedings were 
chair by GNEC 
Personnel Manager, Cde. 
George Drakes, while a 
report on the ress 
of WPC inG over 
the past five years was 
given by GNEC 
Industrial Relations 
Officer, Cde. Pearl 
Brewster. 

Cde. Compton Peters, 
Labour Officer in the 
Ministry of Labour 
Manufacturing an 
Industrial Development 





explained that twenty- 


one public corporations 
and ministries now had 


worker participation in 


management systems in 
operation. This number, 
he said was expected to 
— by the end of 
1983. 
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REGIONS IN SPOTLIGHT AS BUDGET TEAM BEGINS CONSULTATIONS 


Meetings With Regional Officials 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 18 Jan 83 p 4 


[Text ] 


THE National Budget 
Preparation Team 
yesterday launched a 
series of meetings with 
top government and 
regional officials as 
together they work 
towards a February 15 
deadline for the com- 
pletion and presentation 
of the year’s National 
Budget. 

The first in the series 
of meetings was held at 


Sophia yesterday 
morning with 
Chairmen, Vice- 


Chairmen and Regional 
Executive Officers of the 
country’s ten regions. 


A second meeting was 
scheduled for yesterday 
afternoon at the Public 
Service Ministry for all 
permanent _ secretaries 
and heads of depart- 
ments and a third is 
scheduled to be _ held 
later in the week with all 
executive chairmen of 
the Guyana State Cor- 
poration. 

At yesterday mor- 
ning’s session, Chairman 
of the newly appointed 
Budget Preparation 
Team Haslyn Parris who 
is also Chairman of the 
Board of the State 
Piserins $Commission, 


underlined? ine = im- 





portance of the con- 
tribution which the 
regienal system must 
make to the viability of 
the national economy. 
‘The 1983 Budget’, the 
top brass from the 
regions were told, « ‘will 
be a regional one’ . 
During yesterday 
morning’s session the 
regional representatives 
highlighted a number of 
problems affecting their 
respective regions. 
Among the complaints 
raised by the regional 
representatives was their 
contention that there are 
usually unnecessarily 
long ays before the 
release of much needed 
funds authorised by the 


State Planning 
Secretariat. 
It was explained 


yesterday morning that 
the main thrust in 1983 
would focus on 
agriculture and that in 
view of discussions , 
over the weekend at the 
General Council meeting 
of the People’s National 
Congress, regions are 
expected to re-examine 
their own budgets so as 
to accommodate 
decisions taken at 
General Council. 

It is intended that each 
region becomes self- 





sufficient in food and it 
is therefore important 
that regional officials be 
aware of their produc- 
tive capability, it was 
stressed. 

Meanwhile, as part of 
their contribution to the 
preparation of this 
year’s Budget the 
regions have been asked 
to submit some basic 
information by next 
Wednesday. 


The information 
requested jnclvdos . 


listing of the physical 
inputs required by each 
region, the intended 
location of their 
economic activities, their 
production capabilities, 
their revenue-earning 
proposals and the likely 
obstacles to their 
economic activities. 

It was agreed at the 
meeting that since some 
regions do not now have 
the expertise to ef- 
ficiently compile data for 
preparation of the 
National Budget, officers 
fromm: the State Pianning 
Secretariat will be 
deployed to give 
assistance where 
necessary. 


It was noted that part 
of the problem. in 
national planning is that 
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many regions do not 
provide central govern- 
ment with priority lists. 


This failure to provide 
such lists gave rise to 
discontent when pruning 
had to be carried out, it 
was explained. 

Chairman of Region 
Two, Kenneth Hopkinson 
lamented that many 
commercial entities do 
not contribute financially 
to the regions. He con- 
tended that regions 
should be allowed to 
share in some of the 
revenue paid to central 
government by these 
entities. 





It was explained 
however, that allowing 
Regions to share in tax 
revenue may very well 
create a bad precedent. 


Meanwhile , regional 
officers have been in- 
vited “to meet. the 
Secretary to the 
Treasury, Donald 
Augustin and acting Chief 
Planner of the State 
Planning Secretariat 
Clarence Blue, to 
discuss possible ad- 
ustments in their 
udgetary allocations. 


Resource Reallocation Proposals 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in Englicn 20 Jan 83 p 5 


(Text | 


THE restructuring of 
ministries, through the 
re-allocation of personne! 
into the ten regions of 
Guyana, was among 
issues discussed when 
members of the budget 
ee team met 
ermanent Secretaries 
and heads of depart- 


ments, Monday. 
The Permanent 
Secretaries and 


tment heads were 
also asked to give 
serious consideration to 
activities which can help 
them to acquire 
resources without their 
calling on the central 
government. 


At the meeting held at 
the Public Service 
Training Centre in 
Kingston, the senior 
officers were also ad- 
vised to allow 
agriculture to play an 
important part in their 
Strategies for the 1983 
budget. 

he officials also 
agreed to revise their 


respective budgets with 


‘a view to bringing them 


in line with the 
guidelines and directions 
agreed on at the 
recently-concluded PNC 
Gereral Council 
meeting. 

The deadline for sub- 
mitting the revised 
budgets is January 31. 


In addition, after some 
discussions, Permanent 
Secretaries and heads of 
departments agreed to 
use the ‘log frame 
method’ to prepare their 
revised budgets. 


It was explained that 
the re-allocation of 
personnel in the various 
regions is. intended to 
assist in correcting the 
regional imbalance in 
the distribution of human 


resources. Most of the 
skilled personnel are 
located in the’ centre 
(Georgetown), it was 
noted. 

The re-allocation has: 
become necessary, a 
member of the National 
Budget preparation 


team said, because of 
the regional emphasis 
that will be placed on the 
structure of this year’s 
budget. This year, 
regions have a greater 
role to play in realising 
the national objective of 
food self-sufficiency. 

At Monday's meeting 
also, the senior officials 
agreed with the 
proposals contained in a 
letter sent. to them by the 
State Planning 
Secretariat. 

An officer of the 


secretariat felt that 
some of the staffing 
problems in the region 
resulted from a failure 
by the central ministries 
to give proper policy 
directions to the few 
officers in the regions. 
He contended _ that 


ministries have 
decentralised, instead of 
regionalised. 


He also felt that there 
was no linking of the 
policies of the central 
ministries with those of 
the Regional Democratic 
Councils. This has 

















resulted in the RDC’s 
embarking on thei- own 
activities which may be 
tangential to the ob- 
jectives of the ministries 
which operate in thety 


areas. c 
—(GNA) 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 22 Jan 83 p 1 


(Text ] 


PRESIDENT of the 
Guyana Trades Union 
Congress, Samuel 
Walker, yesterday led a 
three-man-team for 
discussions with 
members of the National 
Budget Preparation 


Committee. 

Informed sources said 
the consultations which 
were held at the State 
Planning Secretariat 
focused on the 
movement of the TUC in 
the preparation and 


implementation of this 
year’s Budget. 

The views discussed, it 
was explained, related to 
those contained in a 
memorandum circulated 
earlier this week to 
heads of corporations, 
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Talks With TUC 


government ministries 
and departments. 
Similar discussions 
have already been held 
with the senior govern- 
* ment officials inc — 
executive chairmen an 
permanent secretaries. 


Based on yesterday 
afternoon’s consultations 
the “TUC officials are 
now expected to meet 
with their colleagues and 
come up with proposals 
for transmission to the 
Budget Preparation 
Team which is headed 
by Chairman of the 
Board of the State 
Planni Com mission, 
Haslyn Parris. 


Included on. iie TUC 
delegation yesterday 
afternoon were Tobe 
Mélvilie, , Stephen 
Lewis and_ Wilfred 
Gomes. 
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SUGAR INDUSTRY REVIEWS 1982, MAPS 1983 PRODUCTIVITY 


Plans for Food Contributions 


Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 23 Jan 83 p l 


[Text] Guysuco Other Crops Division (OCD) will step up its operations and 
expand its diversification programmes in various locations in the country 
so as to make greater contribution to the national objective of self- 
sufficiency in food, said Guysuco Chairman Harold Davis, Friday. 


Cde Davis said while Guysuco must continue to concentrate on sugar to earn 
foreign exchange, we must ensure the OCD is not slackened. 


He was speaking at the Guysuco Production Honours Roll ceremony at Albion 
Sports Complex where the Champion Estate shield was presented to Albion-Port 
Mourant, and 10 Champion Workers were honoured and presented with certifi- 


cates and gold medals. 


In outlining some of the future plans of the OCD, the Guysuco head said 
that apart from Skeldon and Blairmont, where the OCD has already estab- 
lished projects, more intensive work will be carried out at other loca- 


tions. 


He said that Guysuco's total legume production for 1983 is expected to be 
287,000 pounds (140,000 kilograms) corn, 1,148,000 pounds (570,000 kilo- 
grams) and fish 237,600 pounds (116 kilograms) at a yield of 1,800 pounds 
(750 kilograms) per acre from ponds at Blairmont and those to be con- 
structed at Ogle--and at Uitvlugt-Leonora. 


Cde Davis also disclosed that at Manarabisi, Skeldon the OCD had harvested 
two rice crops from an acreage of 850 acres each crop and during the year's 
first crop the cultivation has increased to 1,500 acres and that would be 
further increased in the 1983 second crop. 


Guysuco's Palm Oil production was 14,000 gallons last year, and he said 

"We intend to step up our operations at Wauna and San Juan so as to produce 
double the amount achieved in 1982 in two years' time." Fish cultivation 
last year reached 26,322 pounds and sorghum 15,000 pounds. 
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regard to Cassava production, Cde Davis pointed out that the OCD plans 
increase its present acreages both at Kaituma in Region One and at 


Somerset and Berks in Region Two by the end of 1983. 


[It is also expected that OCD will cultivate 13 acres of Onion at LBI to 


produce two crops which are expected to yield some 78 pounds.-~GNA 


Plan To Improve Efficiency 


Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 23 Jan 83 pp l, 6 


GUYSUCO Chairman 
Harold Davis, as 
stressed the need for 
efficiency in the sugar 
industry at all levels 
including elimination of 
wastage and damage to 
vehicles and property — 
if the industry is to turn 
around from a _ loss 
position to a position of 
surplus. 

He said that it was 
brought to his attention 
that there were certain 
employment cost areas 
in which we could cer- 
tainly improve, since 
1983 was expected to be 
a difficult year for sugar 
and the manpower needs 
on each estate must be 
subjected to close 
monitoring. 

Speaking Friday at the 
Fourth Production 
Honours Role ceremony 
at Albion, he told sugar 
workers that every cost 
area must be carefully 
looked at if the industry 
is to turn around from a 
loss position. 

Because of Guyana’s 
current financial 
problems Cde Davis said 
it is inevitable that the 
focus in the industry 
must be on. tight 
financial control. He 
observed that the world 
sugar market is in a 
depressed state and is 
likely to remain so at 
least in the medium 
term, but not 
withstanding, th in- 
dustry in Guyana can be 


turned around through 
efficiency and dedication 
of Sugar Workers. 

Touching on the per- 
formances of the in- 
dustry for 1982, Cde 
Davis said that the cost 
of production was $1.285 
per ton while the 1981 
cost was $1,224 per ton. 
Employment cost was 
202.9 million dollars and 
this is the largest single 
cost area which must be 
subjected to close 
scrutiny. The industry 
must continue to ensure 
that the number of 
workers it employs is 
actually needed and at 
all times there is the use 
of its menpower 
resources. | 

Cde Davis also outlined 
a six-point plan which is 
aimed at improving 
efficiency in the in- 
dustrv. 

The points are: 
Reducing non-essential 
expenditure and spen- 
ding money on essential 
expenditure; reviewin 
spending on essentia 
capital equipment and 
achieving the 
replacement programme 
of twenty per cent, 
obtaining organisaticnal 


improvement in such 


areas aS _ supervision, 
financial controls and 
improved husbandry 


ractices; reducing; 
urning-grinding in- 
tervals; improving in- 
centives and encrgy 
conservation and 
reducing 


generation; 





waste and continuing 
mechanisation n= har 
vesting. 

He urged manageria! 
and non-manageria! 
workers to go forward in 
the spirit of togetherness 
in this difficult period of 
the history of the sugar 
industry and to avoid 


confrontation which 
could only bring abou: 
disaster. 

The Champ:on Estate 
Albion-Port Mourant. 
which has scored 20 
honours role placement, 
was presented with the 
1982 GUYSUCO 
Champion Shield for the 
third time. In second 
place was Enmore 
estate, followed by 
Diamond and Blairmont 
estates. — (GNA). 
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BURNHAM STRESSES AGRICULTURE IN ADDRESS TO PNC COUNCIL 


Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 16 Jan 83 pp l, 3 


[Text ] 


MEMBERS of the 
General Council of the 
People’s National 
Congress are this 
weekend locked in indept 
discussions based on the 
Theme ‘Agriculture for 
Survival.’ 

The discussions got 
underway Friday 
morning when the 
sessions were restricted 
to members of the 
Council only and when 
some preliminary 
remarks were made by 
Party leader Forbes 
Burnham and Party 
General Secretary, 
Ptolemy Reid. 

Yesterday, however, 
the scope of the 
discussions was 
broadened. The day’s 
sessions featured a 
major presentation by 
Vice-President for 
Agriculture Hamilton 
Green, and allowed for 
the participation of 
heads and some other 
senior officials of cor- 
porations and govern- 
ment ministries and 
departments. 

In his preliminary 
remarks Friday, Cde. 
Burnham stressed that 
during 1983, the sector of 
the economy on which 
there will be the greatest 
concentration of efforts, 
would be agriculture. 








Members of the 
council were reminded of 
the important roles they 
must play by becoming 
personally involved in 
giving leadership and 
encouragement. 

In the words of Prime 
Minister Reid, 
agriculture must be seen 
as _everybody’s 
business.’’ 

In his presentation, 
Cde. Burnham also dealt 
in some detail with his 
designating of 1983 as the 
‘year of will.” 

He stressed that it is 
only the exercise of will 
‘that will ensure our 
survival and movement 
forward. 

He noted that several 
countries on either side 
of the ideological divide 
have been forced to 
reschedule their debts 
because of the effects the 
International Economic 
Crisis is having on their 
economies. 

He stressed also that 
Guyanese must 
recognise as a fact that 
attempts are being made 
to destabilise Guyana. 
These attempts at 
destabilisation, he noted, 
have affected both 
Guyana’s imports and 
exports. 

‘We must appreciate 
the odds against which 
we will have to fight,”’ he 


told the first General 
Council meeting for this 
year. 

The general council is 
the highest decision- 
making forum of the 
party in between the 
party’s biennial 
congresses. 

In his major presen- 
tation yesterday, Vice- 
President Green spoke 
about the intesification 
of food production ac- 
tivities for survival and 
detaiied some of _ the 
actions which must be 
taken to overcome 
problems in Guyana’s 
agricultural sector. 

The agriculture sector, 
he told the gathering 
which included 
representatives from all 
ten regions, has at this 
point of Guyana’s history 
two major functions to 
perform: 

“First, to increase 
agricultural production 
to ensure an adequate 
level of nutrition for the 
entire population without 
having to import a single 
ounce of food,”’ and; 

‘Secondly, to generate 
foreign exchange for 
national economic 
development through the 
development of a ‘viable 
and efficient export sub- 
sector and the main- 
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tenance of high quality 
standards in_- export 
products.”’ 

in detailing some of 
the actions to be taken 
this year, Cde. Green 
announced the launching 
of ‘‘A pigeon pea plant 
per person programme’”’ 
intended to supplement 
the legume production 
efforts of the Guyana 
National Service, the 
Guyana Sugar _ Cor- 
poration, the Guyana 
Rice Board and other 
agencies. 

The objective of this 
programme, he said, is 
to satisfy by the end of 
this year, the 
requirements of 12 
millicn pounds) of 
legumes for domestic 
consumption. 

And, in keeping with 
this programme, pigeon 
peas seeds will be 
distributed and the 
regions will extend the 
cultivation of pigeon 
peas in all possible areas 
including alongside 
roads, hedges and dams, 
and around schools and 
community buildings. 

Other tasks include: 

--The sensitizing of the 
entire population about 
the significance, im- 
portance, and relevance 
of agriculture; 

—-Ensuring that the 
regions attain a_ high 
level of food self- 
sufficiency; 

---The intensification of 
activities to promote the 
production of provisions, 
vegetables and_= spices 
within a _ semi-circle 
which has radii ex- 
tending about 25 miles 
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east, south and west of 
Georgetown to meet the 
requirements of the 
population within this 
semi-circle; 

--An early deter- 
mination of lands which 
will remain in sugar and 
an acceleration. of 
research intended: ‘‘to 


decolonise the 
relationship we have had 
with sugar.”’ 

---The further 


motivation of rice far- 
mers, rice millers 
regional personnel, 
researchers as well as 
extension and credit 
agents, with a view to 
improving the volume 
and qualityof rice 
production and the ef- 
ficiency of rice 
marketing; 


--A programme for the 
development of 
agricultural processing 
at the household, on- 
farm, community and 
industrial levels and 
embodying a_ varied 
range of agricultural 
commodities; 


---The effective 
maintenance of drainage 
and irrigation systems 
as well as access to 
roads and dams and; 

Cde. Green’s 
presentation was 
followed by indepth 
discussions during which 
a number of suggestions 
and recommendations 
were made. 

In particular, the 
heads of some trading 





corporation, 





corporations wer. sed 
to give some con- 
sideration to the back- 
ward integration of their 
respective entities with 
the agricultural sector. 
Each government 
ministry 
an agency it was 
stressed, must consider 
in what way or ways it 
could contribute’ to 


‘“‘agriculture for sur- 
vival.”’ 
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BRIEFS 


EMBASSY EVICTION IN SURINAME--MIRROR understands that the Guyana Embassy in 
Suriname has been evicted from a building it occupied for non-payment of 
rent. The officials are understood to be looking for a new place to set 

up the Embassy. It is not known where they are located at present. An 
informed source says that this is aot the first time that such an incident 
has occurred to Guyana. Last year the Guyana High Commission in Canada was 
evicted for the same failure to pay rent. They had to look for another 
place to rent. These disgraceful developments are part of the financial 
strictures being encountered by the regime because of its warped policies 
at home and overseas. Foreign governments usually rent premises from 
private owners in particular countries to set up Embassies, and are 
expected to pay the rent. An eviction has nothing to do with the policies 
of the host government. it is purely a private affair between tenant and 
landlord. [Text] [Georgetown MIRROR in English 16 Jan 83 p 1] 


CUT IN OVERSEAS MISSIONS--Foreign Minister Rashleigh Jackson hinted yester- 
day that foreign exchange problems could result in a further reduction of 
the staffs at Guyana's overseas missions. But he denied that the Govern- 
ment was having problems with its overseas landlords. Demanding a correc- 
tion of a report in another newspaper, the Minister told yesterday's news 
conference at the Film Centre that: '"'We have kept our payments up.'' The 
situation was, however, that the ministry was looking for alternative 
accommodation to match the now reduced staff and would continue looking for 
ways and means to reduce costs because of foreign exchange problens. {Text ] 
[Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 22 Jan 83 p 8] 


NEW INDIAN AMBASSADOR--Georgetown, Guyana, Jan 28, CANA--India has formally 
accredited Mr Gajanan Wakankar as its new high commissioner to Guyana. 

Mr Wakankar assured Vice President for State and Party Relations Cammie 
Ramsaroop that India wanted to strengthen its close relations with Guyana. 
Mr Ramsaroop hoped for continued cooperation in trying to achieve a new 
world economic order, and noted that Guyana has benefited from the presence 
here of Indian technocrats and skilled personnel. [Excerpts] [FL281900 
Bridgetown CANA in English 1815 GMT 28 Jan 83] 











CUBA-BOLIVIA RELATIONS HAILED--Georgetown, Guyana, Feb. 2, CANA--People's 
Progressive Party (PPP) General Secretary Dr Cheddi Jagan has welcomed the 
decision by Bolivia to establish diplomatic relations with Cuba. ‘The 
iecision by Bolivia to enter into diplomatic relations with Cuba is a 
welcome one and marks a turning point in the affairs of Bolivia and the 
hemisphere," he said in a statement. "Tn 1964, under U.S. pressure, bolivia 
and other Latin American countries except Mexico, broke relations with Cuba, 
the statement recalled. Dr Jagan said Bolivia was being joined by other 
countries like Venezuela and Colombia in normalising relations with social- 
ist Cuba and moving towards non- alignment. [Text] [FLO21804 Bridgetow CANA 


in English 1727 GMT 2 Feb 83] 
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SPAULDING EXPLAINS PACT WITH PUERTO RICO 
FLO21750 Kingston DAILY GLEANER in English 28 Jan 83 p l 


[Text] Attorney General and Minister of National Security and Justice, 
the Hon. Winston Spaulding, on Tuesday clarified in the House of Repre- 
sentatives points raised by the opposition on the military technical 
exchange programme with Puerto Rico. 


Mr. Dudley Thompson, opposition spokesman on security, handed in a set of 
questions on Tuesday, seeking answers on aspects of the programme. Mr. 
Thompson also raised the points in his contribution to the debate on the 
extension of the suppression of crime (special provisions) act, to which 
Mr. Spaulding reacted. Mr. Spaulding suggested that Mr. Thompson may find 
it appropriate to withdraw the questions if he dealt with them adequately 
in his final contribution to the debate. 


The minister said that a military technical exchange programme has been 
signed between the Government of Jamaica and the National Guard of Puerto 


Rico. 


Mr. Spaulding said that the technical exchange related to things such as 
disaster preparedness and civilian-oriented projects. He said that it was 
not a military-oriented programme in the sense that it would not involve 
arms on anybody's soil, and it was a programme which is designed for all to 
benefit from the superior technology and training of the Puerto Rican 


National Guard. 


Mr. Spaulding said that assistance in military training has always existed, 
as Jamaica had always sent soldiers abroad at this time to train in mili- 
tary manuevres and shooting, but this was not the case in the Puerto Rican 
programme as it would be a purely technical one. 


The acting speaker of the House, Mr. Arthur Williams, reminded Mr. Spaulding 
that the standing orders of the House ruled that the questions could not 
be answered on the same day. Mr. Spaulding said that he was not really 
answering the questions, but since he had a copy he would use it in seeking 
to deal more fully with the points raised by Mr. Thompson. 


80 











Mr. Williams said that the standing orders said that the questions should 
be answered "a day not earlier than 21 clear days after the question has 
appeared on the question paper." 


Mr. Spaulding said that in dealing with the points raised by Mr. Thompson, 
ne still recognized the obligation upon him to answer the questions. 
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SEAGA NOTES 'ENCOURAGING SIGNS' IN MARKET 
FLO31847 Kingston SUNDAY GLEANER in English 30 Jan 83 p l 


[Text] Foreign exchange intake from parallel market trading by the commer- 
cial banks since this activity began on January 10 is now well over US$10 
million and was expected to reach US$11 million at close of business on 
Friday, Prime Minister Edward Seaga said yesterday. 

Bank of Jamaica figures indicated that collections during the first two 
weeks averaged US$1/2 million a day, but that since January 24 the intake 
had doubled to USS$1 million daily, reflecting the increasing use of the 
banks by tourists wishing to change their dollars and other currencies. 


A release from Jamaica House said that in making this disclosure the prime 
minister said: "I am pleased at these encouraging signs that the parallel 
market is operating successfully in the commercial banks. From the doubling 
of the inflows this past week it is obvious that visitors are beginning to 
support the new measures and this is another sign that the system is 
achieving its oojective. We expect that the intake of parallel market 
dollars will increase even more sharply when the currency exchange booths 
begin operating at the airports next Tuesday, February 1." 


Mr Seaga said it was anticipated that the banks' foreign exchange intake 
would soon begin to show the efforts of the new incentives which allow 

expo ts to third country markets to retain 50 per cent of their export 
receipts which they can either use for the purchase of raw materials, spare 
parts and capital goods or sell to the banks on the parallel markets for use 


by other exporters for the same purposes. 


"Tt is vital to the interest of the country that everyone should support the 
new economic measures," the prime minister said, "and that visitors and 
others should change their foreign currency in the commercial banks. I 
should also like to remind the country that we are determined, as I said 
when these measures were announced, not to allow those persons who are 
feeding on the tourism tree by picking the dollars which others have 

earned, to ruin the interests of the industry and of the country. We are 
going to ensure that our vital foreign exchange is harnessed for productive 


use." 


CSO: 3298/1197 











COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


BRIEFS 


CAPITAL FORMATION ACHIEVEMENT--Kingston, Jamaica, Feb l, CANA--Capital 
formation in Jamaica for the last two years has been running in excess of 
30 per cent, Prime Minister Edward Seaga has said. "A country which can 
show 30 per cent in capital formation two years running is in the big 
league in terms of performance," he told reporters at the conclusion of the 
Overseas Private Investment Corporation (OPIC)-led six-day investment 
mission, from which 19 investment projects were said to be in the pipeline. 
Mr Seaga said with these announcements the government's investment pro- 
gramme for 1983 was moving on target. He said that national statistics had 
shown that for 1982 capital formation increased by more than 30 per cent, 
as was the case in 1981. "Notwithstanding the international problems which 
obviously have had their impact on Jamaica's own investment programme, we 
have been able to show these types of results," he said, adding that ''we 
can only imagine what the results would have been if there had been no 
recession to fight." [Text] [FL011651 Bridgetown CANA in English 1548 GMT 


1 Feb 83] 


cso: 3298/1197 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


PSIM SECRETARY GENERAL SEES 'BOURGEOISIFICATION' OF GOVERNMENT 
Mexico City UNOMASUNO in Spanish 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 Jan 83 


/Pablo Gomez Commentary: "Today's Challenge" ] 


f 


(4 Jan 83 ppl 5] 
(Text | [The Political Situation 


Mexico's political situation changed twice in the short span 
‘¢ 4 months. On | September the president broke with the bourgeoisie's 
most powerful sector, nationalized the banks and imposed exchange controls 
[In one single stroke he exercised all the power that tradition, our 

' accord him. 


'aws and the 
2% and t -s 


1 > nm . 7 ' 
Viijtica!l system 


nlike the oil expropriation and other momentous reforms, the nationali- 
ration of the banks was not the logical outcome of grassroots struggles 
ind of the erosion of the capitalist sector in question. The reform 

1 | September was a reform from above, a sort of conspiracy by the 


‘ 


president and a few politicians in whom he could trust. 


Che reform does not lack political background. It was called for, 
of course, in leftist platforms. But it was not the result of a specific 
struggle, nor did it mark the beginning of progressive change. The 


esrassroots support was enormous, but with the exception of demonstrations 
by the Left, there was no program at work, no new vision of the country. 


[The bourgeoisie, for its part, began an internal reorganization, but 
the substance of its agitation did not go beyond the old anitcommunist 
Formulas. In general, it adopted a defensive stance, perhaps because 
1 September reform was an enormous surprise and because it was 
‘oking forward to the change of administration. 
Over the 4 ensuing months the government did not adopt a single measure 
to lend systematic continuity to the bank nationalization. The Bank 
ot Mexico's limited move to cut interest rates was merely a desperate 
mot to demonstrate the great possibilities that the reform provided 
‘y the country. This lack of continuity stemmed logically from the 


absence of a grassroots government program. 











ff the financial bourgeoisie, with the support of almost the entire: 

ruling class, was not able to react by conspiring, it did negotiate 

with the new government team that was being organized almost in silence 

in Covoacan this team, in turn, was conspiring against the nationali- 
i! ‘f the banks and total currency controls, with the clear-cut 

‘im that these reforms not trigger a grassroots political movement. 


’ 


\s of | September all of Mexico was wondering about the president-vlect s 


real stand His statements, which were deliberately ambiguous, heightened 
the contusion because they did not signal that he was against the retorms 
All of Mexico's conservatives (the right wing, in straightforward political 
terms) were anxiously awaiting | December. The political situation 

changed on that date, but there was no return Co the Mexico before 

| September When all was said and done, after the reforms, nothing 


ould be the same again. The lengthy process of "bourgeoisifyin 
the government apparatus was thus accelerated. The astonished country 
saw the full face of a ruling right wing that clearly preached the 
most unqualified bourgeois prejudices and ignored (even in its rhetoric) 
the old traditions, the agrarian reforms, Labor rights and the glorifi- 
cation of the nation. The boasting now is only of a "strong State," 
while bourgeois participation is exalted as synonymous with democracy 


and "civilian rule" |[civilidad]. 


In response to the expropriation of the banks from the financial bourgeoisie, 
the ruline richt wing has felt obliged to unfurl the banner of the 


+ 


| a pea sic dy a dA 
rgeois republic as never before. Let no one think that a tradition 
. irreverence towards private property will contine to be tolerated, 
even if the government's obligation to protect and promote private 


‘nterprise has to be written into the constitution. 


[he first of September was the result of a conspiracy by the president 
‘irst of December was a sort of powerplay by another president. 

[hey both triumphed. The former left office after finally using all 

his power to do something that he never imagined had to be done and 
after supporting the grand bourgeoisie as no one before him. The latter 
took advantage of the nationalization to set aside the old traditions 

of the demagogues, called "populists," and to reveal himself as the 
bourgeois president of a bourgeois republic that had previously not 


—~ 


wanted to accept itself as such. 


\ homogeneous government was thus formed, one that does not make ritual 
oncessions or exhibit leftist overtones. 


fhe language is not all that has changed. The lengthy process of 
"hourgeoisifying" the State apparatus of the bourgeois republic has 
culminated. The ruling class was always incapable of generating its 

Ww momentum to accomplish this change. It had to be achieved from 
above, from the seat of power and through a continuation of the process 
set im motion by the "Alemann movement." The old college graduates 
with their nationalist rhetoric and pockets full of public funds have 








ce 





replaced by the "Harvard boys," the politicized technocrats, who 
t only have property to detend but also strongly see themselves as 

it bourgeois modernizers. They are now in power, and ¢ ire practicall: 

| mselves 

sot all the demagogues and “populists" have left The ant idemocratic 
bor leaders. the bosses are still around. They cannot be replaced 
rnight. But in contrast to the past, bossism is now only a "source 

-essure." The union bosses can negotiate but they do not share 
pot in the government apparatus. They might be privileged parties 
talks with the government but they will have to rezotiate with a 
retary of labor who directly represents the employers organization 

with an "economic cabinet" in which no one shares their views. 

-emains to be seen what the union bosses can do within the ruling 
rty. which is now run by the president's employees 

new political picture that was unveiled on | December once again 

sents us with the dilemma between political d»mocratization and 

spread repression. The danger of violence against the masses stems 
* so much from the economic crisis as from the reorganization of 

State apparatus. The bourgeoisie is seeking greater political 

neth and although it now has more than before, it is not satisfied 
raling class more mediocre than Mexico's would be hard to find in 

tries of our size. In spite of |! December, the bourgeoisie feels 
rt The new jointly held banks will be seen as a mere consolation. 

» "crisis of confidence” of 1976 is with us once more in the form 
a political crisis in the upper echelons of the State apparatus 

{ of the ruling class. All of this points to a harder line and to 
pression. 

lack of direct representatives of the ruling party's unions In 
~ new administration will necessarily make the system of pressure- 
sotiation-concession less functional The authorities could at any 
me lash out violently in defense of private property--which 1s enshrined 

t constitution--and of the "strong State." 

Left. the main candidate for repression, has the only real alternative 
‘oram but it has not yet constructed strong enough offensive and 
fensive positions to confront a worsening crackdown with complete 

+S « 

rtheless, the democratization of the country 1S more viable than 
espread repression, Though it might seem contradictory, the now 
ipleted "bourgeois ‘cation" of the State apparatus is conducive 

more open politics ft will enable the government to bolster 
s political organization with more "onlightened" personnel, to get 
dor “modernize” obsolete bosses, to lessen the influence of labor 

fers in the ruling party and to enhance the influence of the "notables," 

reate. in short, a "modernized" bourgeois party in keeping with 

new administration and the recent changes in the State apparatus and 

ise a new svstem of government management in which the ruling 


‘an have COMp 1 te contidence. 











The Lett cannot be apathetic. The formation of a socialist party with 
grassroots worker support is closely linked to the possibility of a 
political democratization. Furthermore, in the new situation the struve], 


tor democracy is most clearly the main impetus for grassroots grievances. 


xt] The Possibilities of the Crisis 


lt is useless to try and describe the crisis in academic term: 
when all of us can teel its effects every day. Once again the issue 


is a concrete one. 


the contrasts are enormous in all capitalist societies. In Mexico 

these contrasts reflect a whole model of economic and social development. 
Mexican capitalism has produced a very strong bourgeoisie and bourgeois 
strata with strong purchasing power. In contrast, 90 percent of the 
population is poor, and half of the Mexican people are very poor. 

Any torm of capitalism encounters major barriers in such situations. 


[he most dynamic branches of production and services are there to 
meet the needs of the privileged segment of the population. The time 
has come that if this situation continues for much longer, growth will 


Oe turther limited. 


inder capitalism, crises are merely the crises of capitalism. This 
assertion would be obvious were it not for the predominant idea that 
it 1s the country that has fallen into a crisis. Business is doing 
poorly, which means that there are obstacles to the accumulation of 
capital, that profits margins are being squeezed and that the holders 


of money are behaving abnormally. 


the crisis of world capitalism no doubt has serious repercussions in 
the backward countries. But the world crisis impacts on Mexico in 

1 concrete and peculiar way Our country has two major sources of 
foreign exchange: oil and foreign indebtedness. The price of the former 
continues decreasing, and interest on the latter has increased Sharply. 
O1l and borrowing were the magic duo that, it was claimed, would spur 
Mexican capitalism under the ground rules of imperialism This unsuccesstu 
prescription has not yet been replaced. 


Just as the new government unfurls the banner of the bourgeois republic 
as its political standard, it claims that a capitalist economy 1s the 
only development model. And it will utilize all of its economic policy 
potential in this direction. This is not, then, a struggle among 

the different schools of economic thought, but rather, though it may 
sound trite, a class struggle plain and simple. 


in the new adminisrtation's view, all-out capitalism is needed to surmount 


the crisis. As far as many of the spokesmen of the most react lonary 
pourgeolsle are concerned, the government must merely support private 











f il ind @) ee: Y en L1lYre tiy i Ch moO \ ~ i 7 A PAL Lait 5 
Ve! Lm Y , I ly yg Course Ct Jernment nd Ct revvrO1S1e 
= , 
ive tt if 1] I! I nm ta, ‘ Spt - 11 iV i revparas Liat wee 4 I ic Cit Nn 
. 9 . . P — . . | ‘ 4 - | } 
ree i ind Che renovated otate ipparatus Nave aireacy ! tcned 
i 
ry } ' + m1 ¢ licen “~ y- colv ~ } 2 rab ] : e + + , 
l Llinri il ips t_diiwo i \ aii ico ive Lilt L! Ai ‘ L i aa Ac | ae, 
{ ’ > ” } r » * ' " r ‘ t " Yr | 4 ’ nnorgo } 
i ve ad CO Opel t iS reeiyVvy aS possivic, witn it pOpULLS ipproachnes, 
¢ t if vii? ve ] InN y'! t rammor rONsS rr st {4 
Sav, Wl 1OU S\ laL1lZiny LC emt factions, Clles 1adGa 
ry oi | ~ ‘ - Fr re nr -~* . co . + 
i Ct) ne if t t Ps »\ rnm nt tii L ile il st Lmp re int no t iC Ss Wa 
rezeo ire irering are Dasically designe d to maintain a ilfestyic 
“wat ae | - 7 ¢ | ‘ on on ee ae 44 oe 
<1 S ru Lass S 1 Caricature ot (Che American DOUTEReOILSIc. 
, , Ss : . , —— 
Ss more r less the same things, has very similar tastes, 
r + + « lana? y > \y } . } os . j . — » } - a > rn 
rn Ai > < © Languade7e Ll iVelS adroaG as muCc ih OT! hiIOLe , t tc ° 
& . 
fy y’ % { l-—! 1 wh } - lar } “ko . hich } VU ; vel ned 
trata ery Well Dale Whi ce cOoLiar workers, which fave developed 
. . . J 
l to capitalism, jesperately want to Decome pt ipDerly owners, 
r b ’ : . ¢ 3 } u7 . - s1 + “45 - Ls Cc ot " e | : 
in the ‘ IrveOIlLsie, and tney pursue the Same iiit StTYle in tnelr 
’ , rwaino T -ar es . , ea ] . oF lar sa 
} na Ny ilt ~ in tact 3 the ruiing dour CPOULSLe fiaS A ipLantec 
+ ane ~ baa . . : - e 
W ispirations and 1ts own lifestvle in other segments yt society 
{ inis Lil sCVi is in erlisls 
trate ti J koed ylvy reflect of he current shortage 
i »oCTAaACE \¢ VJ eC miv reriect ON ile ev ent SNOrldaec 
j 1} . es . . rank Be ey - } : ro 7 ans -_1 1 _fe 
ltOLLiars. L tie ’ WaS Sac ked C tne poUurgZzedlsie and ail LtsS 
2 + - + } } - ] mm 7 b 
itors Tens f billions of dollars held by people who were Dorn 
VM , ° ~ - 1! ? : L, tT? } ‘ . . 
l eX1LCO Nave S Yt deposited or invested in tne Un1lted otates. 
' nr 1 } ran ty - J , rmol L: 1 lthu Mew ‘we. y'oc bour 7 ~? yj le 
Lillo \ LilavyIiMNe he) VO uu OW € no AA us We Tiattivyv t ~L CC o WUUi Be Sic 
t to] ¢ ] al + - ; } loom voO«*sS ; ct 
LS ind Lt tells 1S som ning else adout Che bourgeoisie S money retisn 
r *) } r rn ~ 93 ¢ - : + < r j + ~ . 
monev cult that ignores actual reilatio in society and turns cash 
| 4 . 7 ° ~} - ar - ] ‘ . . 
Int 1 phantasmazoric embodiment of reiationsnips among material opdjects, 
' x 3m L, Lvl a 5 - -} lar —_— Arh - y Pe! > 7 reo 
wOl LPs not Cie w“texX1lcan ears? but tne dol Lar, in otner words, L fit OOVCLS 
oa } } } - ,4 Ry + } »c oO ; Cre eT > TOD 1? -~C Ar CP m™ VG d vw rr tro Yr 
roduced abdrodaa 4ut these odjectsS are very scarce OWaAdaAVe << very 
r) } \ nd ryis ry} ANS tnaft TY) > rC QO . M wy ‘Qn ] bh a ; x10?" a ve 
at Ss means that more excess Measicath tart 1S reqgqulred 














4 determination to achieve economic development without a dictatorship 
‘£ financial capital and without the bourgeois approach to middleman 
banking operations and financing, which has helped generate a class 
»f independently wealthy "superparasites" who live off the interest 

their bank deposits and do not have to work. 
Basic nutrition, health care, housing, education, which have so far 
been regarded as "problems," must become social rights that govern 
the operations of the entire economy, above and beyond even the customary 
commercial considerations. 


This cannot be accomplished without adversely affecting the ruling 
class. There can be no new economy or, to use the usual wording, no 
grassroots, national solution to the crisis without a nationalization 
of the monopolies. 


Right now there seems to be no middle ground between the solution that 
rhe current administration is offering and the one that most of the 


Left 1s proposing. 


(6 Jan 83 p 7] 


[Text] The Mass Movement 

The government's economic policies are going to make the economic 
crisis worse. The by now well-known wage ceilings, along with the 
"decontrol" of prices, unemployment and runaway inflation, represent 

the immediate outlook for the working people and their social organizations. 


It is for this reason that the conduct of the unions and farm organizations 
is of decisive importance in determining the outcome of the crisis. 


The social organizations dominated by government-appointed leaders 

not only support the administration, but fail to express their program 
proposals in the form of ongoing rallies and agitation. These organ- 
-eations are thus said to be tools for control or containment. These 
unions and farm and grassroots groups are organizations too, however, 
comprising a major portion of the working people. 


This means that we can expect these organized grassroots sectors to 
respond to the crisis in ways that will not necessarily be screened 
by the government-run bureaucracies. The new political situation and 
the economic crisis are creating the possibility of an upsurge in mass 
action that can outstrip bossism. This possibility, at the same time , 
poses a real challenge to the Mexican Left. 


Generally isolated struggles have developed in recent years, partly 
taking the form of movements for union and agrarian democracy. We 
could even say that the powerful stronghold of bossism has been besieged, 


albeit still sporadically. 
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The biggest problem facing the independent Left is to organize activities 
that can catalyze the social organizations’ discontent and isolated 
struggles for democracy and impart a more precise programmatic direction 
to the workers and peasant struggle. 


More "coordinating" bodies have been formed in the past 10 years than 

in the entire previous history of the social struggle. It is time 

for the Left to draw the appropriate conclusions and to make ready 

to transcend its own experiences in light of the new political situation. 
During this same period of time hundreds and perhaps thousands of union 
and agrarian personnel have been trained, individuals who are now part 
of the independent Left in its broadest sense. 


At the same time, we have seen that not a few democratic union movements 
have often found it impossible to consolidate because there is no organized 
structure to protect them and help them get ahead. 





The point must be stressed that we are not talking about the old parallel 
unionism that failed in the 1960's and the early 1970's. We are talking 
about a new policy that can successfully coordinate the struggle within 
all the unions dominated by government-appointed leaders with the creation 
of a body in which the new, reemerging class unionism can take shape. 


Much of the organized Left was legalized for election purposes during 

the previous 6 years. The goal that we can set for ourselves today 

is to get the State to fully legalize and recognize the union and agrarian 
Left. To this end, however, we need a mature approach and a responsible 

and truly unified policy centered around a class unionism that is independent 
of the government and of the employers and not affiliated with any 

political party, centered around a democratic peasant movement, in 

short, a fresh mass movement that is equal to the current political 
situation and to our truly grave economic crisis. 


[7 Jan 83 p 7] 
[Text] The Political Crisis 


Not only were the banks nationalized on 1 September, but the 
president--the head of government, the chief of state, the head of 

the party and of our "national institutions'-~broke with the most important 
and influential sector of the bourgeoisie. During the almost 6 previous 
years the government had pursued a policy of "confidence" in and association 
with the capitalists, especially the biggest capitalists, to achieve 

the promised boom. As we have already seen, "confidence" was a cover 

for increasing profits to an unheard-of extent and for pillaging the 
country, while the boom turned into another crisis. 


The president's break with the financial bourgeoisie was, in a way, 
a political crisis in the upper echelons. Neither the workers nor 
their social organizations of various leanings were directly involved 

















in it. It is clear, however, that for 4 months the president governed 
without the support of the ruling class and without a segment of the 
State apparatus that did not agree with the | September reforms. 


The new administration's policies (its overall approach, not just its 
economic measures) have already begun to generate discontent and protest 
among lower-level politicians. Since this is the culmination of a major 
move to the right, not a mere "adjustment," differences of opinion 

will very likely arise in the immediate future among the forces that 
support the regime 


This means that the crisis in the upper echelons that began on 1 September 
and that was rerouted on | December, could turn into a political crisis 
enveloping the entire country. In the face of such a crisis the issue 

of democracy assumes extraordinary importance. 


Some of the facets of the administration's policy, especially the so- 
called "moral renovation," tend to generate confidence and support 
among the bourgeoisie, which the ruling clique fervently desires. The 
morality campaign has a very precise ideological goal: to put forth 
a clean government that can devise a new and much more bourgeois way 
of running the country than before and in which corruption plays a 
secondary role. 


Basically the goal is to bring about a situation in which theft, fraud, 
embezzlement and bribery are seen as the exception, not the rule. 


The government's approach to the problem of corruption has absolutely 
nothing to do with democracy. As has already been stated, the administration 
will take legal measures against corrupt individuals and will open 

up government-run enterprises and other components of State activity 

to participation by capitalist groups. The so-called moral renovation 
has been seen from the outset not as the much-needed participation 

of the working people in state-run enterprises and in managing government 
funds, but as part of the vindication of the bourgeois republic and 

the culmination of the process of "bourgeoisification" of the State 
apparatus. In short, this is a PAN [National Action Party] approach 

to the problem of corruption, which, nevertheless, is going to create 
further complications in the government's political organization, which 
is strongly accustomed to full freedom of action in utilizing public 


funds. 


Another of the major political issues of the day is election reform. 

The administration has not yet dared to submit a proposal in this regard. 
Nevertheless, Congress, at the administration's request, has already 
voted in favor of having minority parties represented in all of the 
country's municipalities. 

The country needs an election reform that insures that the people's 


vote will be respected. This is not the sole issue, however. The 
most natural trend, even in a regime like Mexico's, is towards a two-party 
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system in which the principals are two bourgeois parties. Such parties 
already exist in Mexico and have been the main rivals at the polls 

over the past 30 years The dangers of a two-party system are very 
sreat, especially since the differences between the PRI and the PAN 
have become increasingly pro-forma and less substantial, which means, 
in turn, that the voters of the two parties can move with relative 

ease from one to the other. 


The current system for electing deputies (a mixed system with majority 
dominance) furthers the trend towards a two-party system, as do the 

"party deputies" in the states and the minority councilmen in the 
municipalities The system that could thwart the development of a 
two-party arrangement is total proportional representation in all 
representative government bodies. This is why it is extraordinarily 
important for the Left to struggle for electoral democratization, because 
this will largely dictate whether leftwing parties can play an increasingly 
important role and not be crushed by a bourgeois two-party system, 

as in other countries. 


Everyone is aware, of course, that the problem is not just electoral, 
but it is a major element. Without an electoral policy, the challenge 
of creating a powerful socialist force cannot presently be met. 


[8 Jan 83 p 6] 
[Text] Socialism 


Political parties represent roughly ideas that already exist 

in society. But unlike bourgeois parties, which reflect dominant ideas, 
socialist parties must make an effort to create and spread new, revo- 
lutionary ideas. The formation and development of a strong socialist 
party in our country depends largely on its capacity to go against 

the grain and publicize the most "exotic" ideas, the nondominant ideas, 
even though many such ideas already exist in society, born of the Mexican 
people's experience with revolutionary struggle. 

Socialism in Mexico has several origins, not just one. It cannot be 
reduced to one or several parties. It exists within society and has 

a complex, multilateral history. It is, in short, part of the nation's 


history. 


An understanding of this is necessary to gain a realistic perspective 
on the challenge of furthering socialism and creating the instruments 
of the revolutionary political struggle. 


The creation of the PSUM not only reflects a trend towards unity on 
the Left but also represents an understanding that socialism does not 
accept exclusive mouthpieces and that it is not a finished theory. 

[It has been incorrectly stated that our party is flawed because it 

is a sort of patchwork coalition. This is a sectarian, factional view 
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of socialism, according to which the revolution can be the work ot 

a small group that organizes and directs the working people. There 
actually can be no revolution unless the workers’ ideas change and 
unless the grassroots organization is built up. This cannot be accomplished 
'y a single party; on the contrary, the socialist party is the result 

of the workers' struggle. This does not minimize or downplay the great 
revolutionary task of developing a critical program; it simply lends 

it its true dimension and importance. 


’ 
on 


Analyzing thus the problem of building the socialist party also enables 

us to transcend the longstanding opportunistic tradition that the goal 

of power can spur progress towards socialism by who knows what expedients. 
This should not, however, lead revolutionary political activists to 
overlook that the Mexican people's traditions of struggle contain many 
socialist elements that we must incorporate without sectarianism or 

fear of ideological contamination. 


The PSUM is not a finished party; it is in the process of being built. 

It tries, of course, to incorporate the finest work of those who headed 

up its formation, but it is not a closed, static organization. Its 
function as a party is the revolutionary political struggle, to which 

end the criticism (the program) and the organization are of key importance 





Given Mexico's new political situation, in which class positions are 
becoming more clear-cut and in which the power of the State has to 

take more obvious class stands in the eyes of the working people, socialism 
1s all the more necessary. One of our biggest problems is to publicize 
this as widely as possible and to expand the socialist organization. 


There are thus two clear-cut facets to the issue of our party: the 
development of socialist thought in society, especially among the working 
class, and forging the tool for political action. The two facets are 
inseparable, both in terms of analyzing them and putting them into practice 
Criticizing the entire established order without bowing before any 

seat of power, as Marx said, is a part of revolutionary activity if 

it 1s accompanied by organized and organizing action, as the founder 

of scientific socialism taught. 


Forming a mass socialist party in Mexico runs up against two problems: the 
relative weakness of socialism and the secondary role that all parties 
play. As a form of organization, parties have barely gotten off the 

mark, after major difficulties, but they are in keeping with the country's 
realities, especially the culmination of the lengthy process of 
"bourgeoisification" of the State apparatus and a more stable arrangement 
of social classes both in the countryside and the city. 


The rightwing emphasis of the administration that took over on | December 
is not in itself an insurmountable obstacle to the task of expanding 
socialism and building the party. On the contrary, it could help to 
promote unity among leftwing activists and to disseminate socialist 

ideas on a greater scale. For example, the central thesis of CTM 
[Confederation of Mexican Workers] leaders, which is that the State 
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as a revolutionary origin and therefore that an alliance with it is 
justified, has much less strength today than the socialist principle 

that there can be no State above or outside the classes and that in their 
struggle the workers must try to influence government decisions through 
their own class position and fight to attain power through their own 


political action. 


Also on the wane is the influence of -he ideas that advocate an apolitical 
Or nonpartisan approach among workers, and the theory that the best 


way to struggle for socialism is by not mentioning the goal being pursued 
is talling into discredit. 


The challenge of the present moment highlights the major potential 
for developing our socialism: the liberating ideas of the emancipation 
of labor and the revolutionary political instrument. 


8743 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


COLOMBIAN MAGAZINE ON U.S. ‘INVASION PLAN ' 
PA281850 Paris AFP in Spanish 1658 GMT 28 Jan 83 


[Text] Bogota, 28 Jan (AFP)--The Honduran Government has authorized a U.S. 
plan to invade Nicaragua from Honduran territory, the magazine THE LATIN 
AMERICAN TIMES reports in its February edition which circulated here today. 


The English-language periodical published in Bogota cites closed-door testi- 
mony by a U.S. officer to the Senate Committee on Inter-American Affairs 
[name of committee as received]. The officer's testimony details the plan. 


According to the magazine, U.S. Lt Col John H. Buchanan, testifying before 
the U.S. House Subcommittee on Inter-American Affairs, said that the U.S. 
military's plans against Nicaragua were approved by Gen Gustavo Alvarez, 
Honduran armed forces commander, and that up until last August Colombia 


had also agreed to cooperate. 


THE LATIN AMERICAN TIMES maintains that the invasion plan would be imple- 
mented with the support of many aircraft which would take off from the 
Honduran airports of La Mesa, Palmerola and Goloson. 


"Previously, the possibility of using the Colombian airport of San Andres 
Island was contemplated, but the idea was dismissed after the change of 
government in Colombia," the publication states. 


According to the magazine, Buchanan indicated that according to the plan 
"Ceneral Alvarez would wait for the United States to unload munitions and 
necessary fuel in those airports and then order a surprise attack on 


Nicaragua. 


"To ensure an ample supply of munitions and fuel, Alvarez would nationalize 
the cargo left by the U.S. aircraft and the United States would make a 
public protest to counter any charges of intervention," the magazine 


reports. 


"Buchanan's testimony indicates that the United States has staged joint 
operations with the Honduran military forces which might be part of the 
preparations for the invasion,” it adds. 
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Later the article notes that late last year, according to Buchanan, U.S. 
Air Force C-130's transported a Honduran army battalion, with all its 
support equipment to Puerto Lempira near the Nicaraguan border. 


"The battalion is currently based ‘n Morocon, sone 15 miles north of the 
Nicaraguan border," Buchanan reportedly testified before the Senate. 


THE LATIN AMERICAN TIMES claims that, according to the same testimony, “most 
of the counterrevolutionary bands which operate against Nicaragua from 
Honduran territory are located in the vicinity of Morocon." 


The Honduran battalion is supplying protection for the Somozist and counter- 
revolutionary groups which return from their incursions in the Mosquitia 


coast of Nicaragua, Buchanan said. 


The publication concludes its article noting that according to the U.S. 
officer, these and other operations are being financed with funds from 
various U.S. military programs, some of which are secret, and that the 
funding has increased considerably in the last 2 years to almost $200 


million. 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


MINISTER D'ESCOTO ON GOAL AT NONALIGNED MEETING 
PA301642 Managua Domestic Service in Spanish 2133 GMT 29 Jan 83 


("Excerpt" from statement by Nicaraguan Foreign Minister Miguel D'Escoto 
Brockman at ceremony in Jiloa on 29 January--recorded ] 


[Text] The Managua document, the one we had originally drafted, was essen- 
tially kept intact and it obtained the support and consensus of that entire 
meeting, the movement's largest as far as the number of countries repre- 
sented and the high level of the attending delegations. 


The last of the major goals that Commander Bayardo Arce mentioned when he 
addressed us that time at the (Gonzalez), [not further identified] was the 
need for the delegates--especially those at the highest level, the foreign 
ministers meeting here in Managua--to leave clearly convinced of the 
threats and dangers to which the Sandinist people's revolution is exposed 
because of the U.S. imperialists’ aggressive and interventionist policy. 
This aggression originates from bases in Honduras and in other area coun- 


tries. 


This was to be done in addition to the meeting's original pursuits. The 
idea was to take advantage of the presence of all those people here in 
Nicaragua, for they are individuals with great political influence in 

their respective countries. We wanted to take advantage of their presence 
here so they would understand Nicaragua's true situation, the situation of 
these heroic people and their noble revolution in the face of imperialism's 
threats. This called for some lobbying. The FSLN National Directorate had 
to become involved and, just as the government junta obviously did, all 
those whose main task concerns international relations at the Foreign 
Ministry and at the [word indistinct] were also willing to become involved. 
Much more was needed, however. In this regard we must acknowledge the 
entire government's generous contribution. 





CSO: 3248/503 


97 














COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


FRS CRITICIZES REAGAN BACKING OF SOMOZISTS 


PA281950 Voice of Sandino (Clandestine) in Spanish to Nicaragua 0000 GMT 
28 Jan 83 


[Text] The current historical circumstances in Central America are partly 
due to a lack of political insight by the U.S. administration. It is due 
to the fact that the President of that empire has not been able to realize 
that the focus of his international outlook has been moving away from what 
is really taking place on the Central American isthmus. 


We know that all the ills of the isthmus originate in the puppet misgovern- 
ment of the nine jackals of the traitorous collective, and that in spite of 
their political aberrations they are getting stronger due to the presence 
of the Somozist guards on the northern border of our country, posing a 


serious threat for all Nicaraguans. 


The Nicaraguan people have already clearly demonstrated that they do not 
want to have anything at all to do with the dark forces of the past, and 
are fighting them daily with rifles and their dignity. This, we repeat, 
strengthens the new dictatorship inherited from Somoza. 


We have already said that the only possible way to overthrow the nine mem- 
bers of the traitorous collective is in the hands of the honest and revo- 
lutionary forces of the Democratic Revolutionary Alliance, ARDE. The 
Sandino Revolutionary Front [FRS], directed by Commander Eden Pastora, is 
a member of ARDE. Commander Pastora has always maintained a worthy and 
truly Sandinist stand by rejecting ary links whatsoever with the criminal 


former guardsmen. 


As long as the Reagan administration continues to support the former guards- 
men it will only help strengthen the nine pseudo-Sandinists who are today 
bent on forming a totalitarian government. 


Unlike Reagan, we do not believe that force of arms will solve the problems 
of the Central American region. However, this cannot be totally dismissed. 
Therefore, we repeat the FRS stand: We have to exhaust all peaceful means 

before entering an armed conflict, since this will only harm the people 

who want to struggle for their liberation. As long as the U.S. administra- 
tion remains determined to militarily back (?repressive) regional systems 
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and continues to maintain the National Guard in Honduras as an institution, 
peace in the Central American region will never be anything less than a 


dream. 


This is why we say that Reagan's current policy will not help, in any way, 
solve the problems of Central America. 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


PLANS TO HARASS COORDINATING BOARD DENOUNCED 
PA310015 Voice of Free Nicaragua (Clandestine) in Spanish 0000 GMT 30 Jan 83 


[Text] Carlos Nunez, puppet government State Council member, has called 
the Ramiro Sacasa Guerrero Democratic Coordinating Board such names as 
Somozist, fascist, assassin, traitor and turncoat. 


This is just the beginning of what the heroic Nicaraguan people expected to 
happen. The first steps are being taken so that when the Ramiro Sacasa 
Guerrero Democratic Coordinating Board returns from its tour of democratic 
Latin American countries, the narrow-minded groups determined to destroy our 
country will start harassing the members and parties of the Coordinating 


Board. 


The real traitors, however, are the groups that form the new oligarchy. 
They have sold our sovereignty to the ideological interests of the USSR 
and are shamelessly allowing the internationalists to commit all sorts of 


crimes against our people. 


These groups are the true Somozists. Their attitude has proved to be more 
Somozist than Somoza. The crimes of the Somozist dictatorship have been 
put into even more intense practice by the new dictatorship. 


The insults against the Coordinating Board are the very ones that some 
Latin American countries and governments have used against the nine 


traitors. 


Perhaps Carlos Nunez is not aware of the fact that the Coordinating Board 
is seeking peace among the Nicaraguan families. 


Apparently the collective of treason is afraid of being the target of bad 
propagenda. This is not necessary. The collective of treason is making 
its own bad propaganda, with their stupid measures to subdue the heroic 


Nicaraguan people. 


Their Stalinist policy is to prepare with anticipation the attacks against 
those they consider their enemies. 
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By his action, the State Council president is trying to create a climate 
adverse to the Coordinating Board. We do not doubt that the paramilitary 
mobs are prepared to carry out their stick and chain attacks against the 


Coordinating Board members. 


The collective of treason will only stir the anger of the people, who 
could teach them a lesson. We want the tyrants to know that the people of 
Nicaragua will not attack the Nicaraguan people. The attacks will be 
carried out by the internationalists and some irresponsible groups against 
those who have honestly expressed their disapproval of the present govern- 
ment project that was not the original program the Nicaraguan people 


approved. 


The Voice of Free Nicaragua, integrated with the Democratic Revolutionary 
Alliance, ARDE, information system, denounces the repressive measures that 
the collective of treason is preparing to create a state of hostility among 
the Nicaraguan families. We are directly accusing the collective of 
treason of any attack against the members and parties of the Ramiro Sacasa 
Guerrero Democratic Coordinating Board. 


We wish to warn the Nicaraguan people not to allow themselves to be influ- 
enced by those who are trying to cover up their betrayal of the Sandinist 


people's revolution. 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


"BIG PINE' JOINT MILITARY EXERCISES CRITICIZED 


Venezuelan Groups 


PAO40450 Managua Sistema Sandinista Television Network in Spanish 0200 GMT 
3 Feb 83 


[Text] The Venezuelan chapter of the Anti-Imperialist Tribunal has 
expressed its position on the Big Pine maneuvers. Here is Companero Freddy 
Balzan, secretary general of the tribunal, giving details: 


[Begin recording] A few minutes ago we just received a document unani- 
mously approved by the Venezuelan chapter of the Anti-Imperialist Tribunal 
and signed by distinguished figures. In addition to reiterating its soli- 
darity with free Nicaragua and its Sandinist people's revolution, the docu- 
ment states that these maneuvers being carried out on the Atlantic coast, 
only a few kilometers from the Nicaraguan border, are not only dangerous 
for Nicaragua but for all the Caribbean countries, especially Colombia 


and Venezuela. [end recording] 


Meanwhile, the National Coordinating Board of Federations of University 
Centers of Venezuela [Coordinadora Nacional de Federaciones de Centros 
Universitarios de Venezuela] today officially rejected and condemned the 
Big Pine maneuvers. A copy of their resolution was sent to the Nicaraguan 
Foreign Ministry. The Coordinating Board expresses its support for the 
Nicaraguan revolutionary government's position on avoiding the use of force, 
maintaining peace in the region and strengthening the principle of the self- 


determination of peoples. 


Cuban Teachers' Effort Contrasted 


PAO40455 Managua Sistema Sandinista Television Network in Spanish (C200 GMT 
3 Feb 83 


[Text] As is known, the U.S. and Honduran armies began their joint mili- 
tary exercises called "Big Pine" yesterday only a few kilometers from the 
Nicaraguan border. The huge deployment of forces by the U.S. Army has been 
condemned by even U.S. legislators and by all kinds of groups. While the 
Honduran Mosquitia is filled with the noise of weapons and military orders 
barked in English, a completely different event was taking place here in 
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Managua. We are not going to say it was special because it has become 
normal among us since November 1979. Nevertheless, it is worthwhile to 
note the contrast. 


More than 100 Cuban teachers arrived at the Augusto Cesar Sandino Airport, 
bringing their knowledge and internationalist spirit to benefit a needy 
nation such as ours. In the next few months, they will teach reading and 
writing to our children and adults in the mountains and cities. 


The fact that since 5 November 1979, 14 of their companeros and compatriots 
have died in Nicaragua while carrying out their noble mission is not enough 
to discourage their determination to teach. 


What a difference! While the arrogant northern empire invades the world 
with its weapons, the brother people of Cuba send us teachers tc teach 
those who do not know that there is a better destiny for our peoples. 


Ramirez, FPR Leaders 


PA301226 Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 22 Jan 83 p l 


[Text] Managua (ANN)--The "Big Pine" (Pino Grande) military maneuvers were 
termed immature and irresponsible. Honduran and U.S. troops will soon stage 
these maneuvers near the coast of Nicaragua. 


Sergio Ramirez, member of the Junta of the Government of National Recon- 
struction, said that this was the U.S. reaction to its defeat at the Non- 
aligned Movement. He added that the maneuvers further strengthened the 


patriotic spirit in this country. 


"The Honduran-U.S. maneuvers should not make Nicaraguans feel desperate. 
We have to be mature as we have always been. Let's consider our decisions 
carefully and never lose the initiative,'' Ramirez pointed out. 


In relation to the Honduran regime's interest in reactivating the Central 
American Defense Council, CONDECA, Ramirez said that it is a useless effort 
because there is a strong revolutionary movement in El Salvador, an intense 
military conflict in Guatemala and a triumphant revolution in Nicaragua. 


For his part, Cesar Delgadillo, spokesman for the Patriotic Front of the 
Revolution (FPR), said that the maneuvers were a threat to peace in the 
region and a provocation of the Sandinist government. 


Delgadillo, a leader of the FPR which is a coalition of four progressive 
parties of Nicaragua, indicated that the military maneuvers will corrobo- 
rate the U.S. and Honduran support to the former Somozist guardsmen who 
attack northern Nicaragua from camps in Honduran territory. 


Gustavo Tablada, coordinator of the FPR, said that the maneuvers in which 
7,000 Honduran and U.S. soldiers will participate are part of Reagan's 
plans to destabilize the Sandinist revolution. 
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Arias Caldera, Other Groups 


PAO42028 Managua Domestic Service in Spanish 0300 GMT 4 Feb 83 


[Text] The Big Pine maneuvers that are currently underway in Honduras will 
serve to introduce U.S. forces into some Central American countries, Msgr 
Jose Arias Caldera, one of the best known church officials in Nicaragua, 
said today. With these maneuvers the United States is demonstrating its 
grotesque and criminal attitude toward Central America, Msgr Arias Caldera 


added. 


Msgr Caldera charged that with the so-called Big Pine maneuvers the United 
States will try to bring in battalions to supply troops and arms to the 
3,000 former Somozist guards that are entrenched in the La Mosquitia region, 


where the maneuvers are being staged. 


Early tonight more than 3,000 working women marched in Matagalpa to reject 
the intimidation of the Big Pine maneuvers that the U.S. and Honduran armies 
are currently staging in Honduras, a few kilometers from our border. These 
humble women, who sacrificed some of their children in the struggle for 
liberation and continue to sacrifice the lives of others to maintain the 
people's victory, gave a letter to Matagalpa Bishop Msgr (Carlos Santi) 

in which they express concern over an imminent increase in violent attacks 
in Nicaragua by counterrevolutionary gangs, supported and encouraged by 

U.S. imperialism and protected by the Honduran army and government. 


The march was organized by AMNLAE [Luisa Amanda Espinoza Nicaraguan Women's 
Association] and ended with a political rally at the headquarters of the 


Sindinist Peoples Militias 4th Region. 


From another quarter, we have a message sent to the Nicaraguan Students 
Union, UNE, by the secretary of the International Union of Students, IUS, 
of Prague, Czechoslovakia, in which they condemn the maneuvers and 
aggression against the Nicaraguan people. The message says: 


On behalf of the entire progressive and democratic international student 
movement, we reject the escalation of aggressive actions by the U.S. 
Government against the Sandinist peoples revolution. Included among these 
actions are the military maneuvers that the U.S. and Honduran armies are 
carrying out jointly on the Nicaraguan-Honduran border. 


The IUS secretary, on behalf of millions of students the world over, once 
again reiterated unfaltering solidarity with the Nicaraguan people and 
students and condemned any sort of attack on the Sandinist peoples revolu- 


tion. 

















International Organizations 
PAQ31902 Managua Radio Sandino Network in Spanish 1200 GMT 3 Feb 83 


[Text] The "Big Pine’ war maneuvers represent a great danger for the 
security of Nicaragua and other Central American nations, says a message 
sent to the progressive peoples and governments of the world by the 

world Council for Peace, WPC. In addition, the WPC urged them to increase 
their acts of solidarity with Nicaragua and their rejection of the 
maneuvers. The U.S.-Honduran maneuvers represent an escalation of aggres- 
sions against the nations in the area, the message said. 


Likewise, the Cuban Movement for Peace and Sovereignty of the Peoples 
condemned Reagan's warmongering policy, which uses the puppet government 
of Honduras for its policy of provocations and aggressions against 
Nicaragua and the patriots in the region. 


in this sense, the General Coordinating Board of the Venezuelan University 
Federations, FCU, has demanded an end to aggressions against Nicaragua. In 
an official communique, the FCU rejected and condemned the "Big Pine" 
military maneuvers being carried out in Honduran territory. It also 
charged that these maneuvers represent a provocation and are the prelude 

to an invasion, with the support of infiltrated Somozists. In this regard, 
the university students of Venezuela issued a call to the world to be 

aware that this strategy of aggression prepared by Reagan's government 
might turn the Central American region into another Vietnam. Finally, the 
FCU reiterated its support for the Nicaraguan Government and its efforts to 
maintain peace in the region. It also urged alli its members to carry out 
activities of propaganda and solidarity with Nicaragua while the "Big Pine" 
maneuvers are taking place. 


Radio Sandino Commentary 
PAQ4O411 Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 1830 GMT 3 Feb 83 


[Commentary by Emilio Alvarez Montalvan | 


[Text] As the joint U.S.-Honduran maneuvers are entering their third day, 
concern over their repercussions and rejection has affected not only the 
countries of the region but has also disrupted the political calculations 
of the Capitol in Washington and upset world public opinion. This can be 
clearly perceived from remarks made by governments and leaders in the 
Central American area and by the conduct of 78 U.S. congressmen in the face 
of the serious risks that the so-called military maneuvers imply. 


As expected, military and civilian representatives of the Salvadoran and 
Honduran Governments characterize these military exercises as eminently 
defensive thereby implying no threat to any neighboring country, as 
Honduran Foreign Secretary Edgardo Paz Barnica said yesterday upon his 
arrival in Panama City. Nevertheless, in Panama itself the matter has been 
viewed from different angles. The Foreign Ministry expressed concern over 
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the presence of U.S. and Honduran soldiers along the Nicaraguan border and 
disenchantment with the Honduran Government's position. 


Guatemala has not expressed its position because Defense Ministry sources 
deferred to the Foreign Ministry, which has been reticent in commenting on 


the matter. 


However, the coldest response has come from Costa Rica. Public Security 
Minister Angel Edmundo Solano said that his government was not interested 
in participating in joint maneuvers, not even as observer. 


In Managua, logically and naturally, there has been a spontaneous popular 
response to the maneuvers with mass mobilizations of the people and alert- 
ness exercises, which ended yesterday with a demonstration outside the 
U.S. Embassy. This has upset even the Capitol in Washington, where 78 
Democratic and Republican congressmen have labeled the exercises a poten- 


tial threat to peace. 


Costa Rican Deputy 
PAQ51840 Managua Radio Sandino Network in Spanish 1200 GMT 5 Feb 83 


[Text] Costa Rican Deputy Sergio Erick Ardon, secretary general of the 
Peoples Revolutionary Movement, MRP, is visiting Managua. On arriving at 
the Augusto Cesar Sandino Airport, Companero Ardon told newsmen that 

with his visit to San Jose, President Reagan sought to establish an opera- 
tional base against Nicaragua in Costa Rica, adding that democratic sectors 
prevented such plans. As will be recalled, in the middle of Reagan's 
speech at the National Theater in San Jose, Deputy Ardon read a statement 
protesting imperialism's interventionist actions in the region. Our 
reporters asked the MRP deputy's opinion of the Big Pine maneuvers being 
staged by the U.S. and Honduran armies. 


[Begin Ardon recording] We can only view this maneuver as another attack 
aimed directly at Nicaragua. It seeks to influence the development of 
political events in the region. The struggle in El Salvador is developing 
and advancing; the revolutionary process in Nicaragua is being consolidated. 
Through these maneuvers, the North Americans, using the Honduran army, want 
to reaffirm their presence in the area. In any event, and though it is 

not likely that these will be the last such maneuvers, history is moving in 
a different direction and such exercises will certainly not achieve their 
objective. They won't intimidate anyone. They might permit the Honduran 
army to learn some things. It is showing in El Salvador that it is not 


particularly effective. 


In sum, I don't think that Nicaragua has anything to fear, even though it 
is threatened and even though those maneuvers are directed against it, 
because its people and army are growing stronger and are developing their 
combative spirit. I have been able to confirm this while here. Thus, 
though the maneuvers have sinister objectives I don't think that they will 
have major results. [end recording ] 
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'NUEVO DIARIO’ Editorial 
PAQS1706 Managua EL NUEVO DIARIO in Spanish 2 Feb 83 p 2 
(Editorial: ''The Objectives of the Big Pine Maneuvers" | 


[Text] The provocative military maneuvers that the U.S. Army will carry 
out for 10 days in Honduran territory with the armed forces of that coun- 
try, whose government has sheltered and protected the Somozist counter- 
revolution, began yesterday a few kilometers from our northern border. 


As we know, nothing in politics generates spontaneously. It is logical to 
think that the continuous repetition of these U.S. maneuvers in Honduras 
has very specific and definite objectives. 


Some observers are inclined to believe that these military operations 
evidence the Reagan administration's plan to intervene directly with its 
Marines in El Salvador and destroy the revolutionary guerrillas who in 
recent weeks have carried out operations of great military importance. 


Of course, this action could take place as a product of the warmongering 
mentality and blundering policy of those who, regardless of the destruction 
and peoples’ suffering, are determined to maintain hegemony in this part of 


the world. 


As a matter of fact, this is no longer the time when the United States 
invaded the Dominican Republic; a similar action would greatly discredit 
imperialism. Besides, a victory of the imperialist forces in El Salvador 
is more than doubtful, because U.S. intervention would cause the military 
Vietnamization of the area, the internationalization of the war and a 
standstill that in the long run would result in the defeat of imperialism. 


In view of these circumstances, we believe that these maneuvers have 
another objective: to complete the installation of a large military base, 
the first stages of which were carried out during the two previous opera- 


tions in 1981 and 1982. 


Just as in the two previous operations, the thousands of U.S. soldiers will 
leave Honduras at the end of the Big Pine operation, but all the military 
equipment and the large arsenal that they have been transporting to set up 
a large military base will be left behind for use at any moment. 


In this way, imperialism will meet its objectives of maintaining a constant 
provocation and intimidating the peoples of Central America and the 
Caribbean who are struggling for their freedom. 


No one doubts that part of the large arsenal that the United States has 
taken to Honduras will pass to the hands of the former Somozist guardsmen, 
who will erroneously continue trying to defeat the Nicaraguan revolution. 


However, no base will stop the courage and convictions of peoples who want to 
be independent and free. The sister Republic of Cuba has historically 


proven it. 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


BRIEFS 


D'ESCOTO ON RELATIONS WITH COLOMBIA--Bogota, 27 Jan (EFE)--Nicaraguan 
Foreign Minister Miguel D'Escoto said today that the diplomatic relations 
between Nicaragua and Colombia are "cordial." In statements to Todelar 
Radio Network D'Escoto said that the tension that existed between the two 
countries a few months ago "is being overcome and we are now heading 
toward normalcy." The difficulties between the two countries began after 
Nicaragua declared that Colombia's sovereignty over the San Andres and 
Providencia Archipelago and the Roncador, Serrana and Quitasueno Cays was 
illegal. The Sandinist government declared invalid a treaty by which 
Colombia gave the Central American country the Mangles Islands and received 
San Andres in exchange. "We want this problem, which we brought up con- 
scientiously in the line of duty to defend the full rights of our people, 
to be dealt with in fraternal talks to make it an example of maturity in 

a strife-torn world," said D'Escoto. He added that fundamentally, we want 
to maintain “our friendship, our regard and our love for Colombia." [Text] 
(PA291801 Madrid EFE in Spanish 0323 GMT 28 Jan 83] 


VENEZUELAN POLITICAL LEADERS' COMMUNIQUE--In a communique published in 
Managua, Venezuelan political leaders expressed their solidarity with 
Nicaragua and denounced the tour that Nicaraguan counterrevolutionaries 

are making to Latin America. The document is signed by Jose Vicente Rangel, 
Venezuelan presidential candidate; Pompeyo Marquez, senator and secretary 
general of the Movement for Socialism Party; (Adolfo Gonzalez), secretary 
general of the Peoples Electoral Movement; among others. The document 
states that the counterrevolutionaries' visit to Venezuela, Colombia, 

Panama and Costa Rica is one of the many destabilizing maneuvers that the 
U.S. Government is carrying out against Nicaragua. Also in Managua, 
Mexican Ambassador Augusto Gomez Villanueva said that his country believes 
that the Central American problem should not be viewed as part of the East- 
West conflict and added that only bilateral and multilateral negotiations at 
the highest level can bring about workable solutions to the area's problems. 
Other dispatches say that the Anti-Imperialist Tribunal of Our America has 
called on its 24 national delegations to repudiate the U.S.-Honduran mili- 
tary maneuvers that will begin next week in Honduras near the border with 
Nicaragua. [Text] [PA301250 Havana International Service in Spanish 


0000 GMT 30 Jan 83] 
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COUNTRY SECTION PANAMA 


NUTTING BLAMED FOR CANAL SALARY PROBLEMS 
PA310239 Panama City LA REPUBLICA in Spanish 28 Jan 83 p 15 
("Vox Populi" column by Luis Restrepo Rosas: "Nutting Prevailed"] 


(Excerpts] Some local newspapers have published reports on the Panama Canal 
Commission's board of directors meeting held on the 26th and 27th of this 
month. Their reports, based on information issued by the Canal Commission's 
office of public affairs, give the reader the impression that great advances 
have been made toward eliminating the discriminatory wage scale that is 
illegally applied to employees, mostly Panamanians, hired after 1 October 


1979. 


We, who take pains to investigate more fully what really goes on during 
those meetings, can report that the false labor "gains" are so misleading 
that the Panamanian representatives abstained from voting. They are on the 
meeting's record as having abstained. 


Only 15 percent of all the employees who were being discriminated against 
will benefit. The measure is really aimed at raising the salaries of the 
few "Zonians" employed by the Panama Canal Commission after 1 October 1979. 


The other 85 percent of the workers, all of them Panamanian, will have to 
continue suffering the effects of discrimination until they organize them- 
selves and decide to adopt the labor measures to which they are legiti- 
mately entitled when the doors to justice are closed to them. 


This columnist could have told his readers in advance that this was going 
to happen, because a document leaked from Washington reported the intransi- 
gent position of Gen Wallace Nutting, head of the Southern Command. He is 
the true decisive power within the Panama Canal Commission. In practice, 
the board of directors, U.S. citizens and Panamanians alike, and the 
Manfredo-McAuliffe administration are subordinate to the head of the 


Southern Command. 


The resolution presented at this last board of directors meeting suffered 
the same fate as those presented in July and October 1980, and in August 

and December 1981. At each of those opportunities, the same as at the last 
meeting, Panamanian workers were told that the problem would be discussed at 
the next board of directors meeting, thus fanning their hopes. 
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We Panamanians have to make a decision. Are we going to keep on playing 
their game of postponing this just demand, as has been done until now? 
What makes us believe this violation of the treaty will end at the next 


meeting? 


Is it not true that the president of the republic, Ricardo de la Espriella, 
obtained a promise in Washington on 1 October 1982 that the problem would 
be settled at this board of directors meeting and that nothing happened? 
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COUNTRY SECTION PANAMA 


BRIEFS 


PRESIDENT, ARNULFO ARIAS MEET--For the third time in less than 6 months, 

and within his policy of his dialogue with the country's opposition sectors, 
President Ricardo de la Espriella met today with former President Arnulfo 
Arias Madrid. The meeting, held at the Panamenist leader's invitation, took 
place at noon today in his Carrasquilla house. The first contact between the 
two political leaders took place on 13 August 1982, when President de la 
Espriella hosted a dinner for Dr Arnulfo Arias Madrid at the presidential 
palace, 48 hours before the Panamenist leader's birthday. In response to 

the president's invitation, Dr Arnulfo Arias hosted a buffet at his Arco Iris 
Farm in Boquete, the province of Chiriqui, last September. At the noon 
meeting today, Dr Arnulfo Arias expressed interest in national developments. 
It was also learned that the three-time former president expressed interest 
in the progress of the work being done by the Constitutional Reform Com- 
mission, the results of President de la Espriella's recent trip to Venezuela 
and the financial and fiscal status of the republic. [Text] [PA292243 

Panama City Televisora Nacional in Spanish 2300 GMT 28 Jan 83] 


NATIONAL GUARD CHANGES EXPLAINED--The change of command at the National 
Department of Investigations [DENI] took place today at noon in a simple 
ceremony at the parking lot in front of the former National Lottery Plaza. 
The ceremony was attended by Lt Col Manuel Antonio Noriega, chief of general 
of the National Guard; Maj Nivaldo Madrinan, chief of the Presidential 
Guard, and other National Guard officers. At the conclusion of the event, 
Televisora Nacional questioned Colone!] Noriega about the significance of 

the recent changes in the DENI, the National Guard and at the Panamanian 
Embassy in Venezuela, particularly because the changes involve persons who 
have been working very closely with Cononel Noriega in the last few years. 
He said in this connection: [Begin recording] Luz Maria, [Televisora 
Nacional reporter Luz Maria Noli], every time the National Guard makes any 
move it triggers speculation, because of the type of organization it is and 
the type of discipline it has. But this speculation is very far removed 
from reality and from the objectives we pursue. Our National Guard is com- 
pletely professional. Men must evolve, the way society does and, as part of 
our standard operating procedures, which we refer to as SOP, men must be 
placed in the responsible positions where they may best serve. I think 

this is the best way to interpret any changes. [end recording] [Excerpts] 
(PA221340 Panama City Televisora Nacional in Spanish 2300 GMT 21 Jan 83] 
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NATIONAL BUDGET APPROVAL--The executive branch has approved the nation's 
budget for 1983. Appropriations per sector are as follows: energy, 107.7 
million balboas; health, 44,297,000 balboas; agriculture and livestock, 
94.6 million balboas; housing, 89.6 million balboas; education, 24.9 
million balboas; tourism, 1.8 million balboas; transport, 76./7 million 
balboas; telecommunications, 16.6 million balboas; commerce and industries, 
38.1 million balboas. [PA250412 Panama City MATUTINO in Spanish 15 Jan 83 


po 9-A] 


t 


VOTING CENSUS RESULTS--According to estimates based on the latest electoral 
census, a total of 1.1 million Panamanians will be entitled to vote in next 
year's elections. [PA250412 Panama City MATUTINO in Spanish 21 Jan 83 


pp 1A, 8A] 


CSO: 3248/491 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST VINCENT 


MILTON CATO DENIES BANKRUPTCY RUMORS 
FL281625 Bridgetown CANA in English 1526 GMT 28 Jan 83 


[Text] Kingstown, St Vincent, Jan 28, CANA--St Vincent and the Grenadines 
Prime Minister Milton Cato has described as "malicious rumours" reports 
circulating here that the country is bankrupt, that the state-owned 
National Commercial Bank (NCB) is broke, and that government will be unable 


to pay salaries to civil servants at monthend. 


While formally opening the new headquarters of the St Vincent and the 
Grenadines Public Service Union (PSU) Mr Cato, who is also the minister of 


finance, categorically denied the report. 


He said he intended to ensure that this government exercised sound finan- 
cial control over the affairs of the state. 


Mr Cato said the reports were being circulated by Vincentians who should 
know better, but who were bent on destroying anything that was local, and 
in particular, anything initiated by his government which was indicative 
of its foresight, and which proved to be of unquestionable value and 
assistance to the Vincentian public and the economy. 


"Let me say here and now that come 28th January, 1983 government salaries 
will be paid and all Vincentians can be assured that the National Commer- 
cial Bank is here to say and will continue to serve the Vincentian public, 
and that the finances of this government is at present in a very healthy 


position and under proper control." 


CSO: 3298/1201 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


PANDAY LEADS OPPOSITION IN BID FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT REFORM 
Boycott of Joint Committees 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 22 Jan 83 pl 


[Text] Opposition parliamentarians have decided not to serve on joint 
select committees of Parliament until Government shows that it "intends to 
deal with the real problems of the society," including local government 


reform. 


Stand of the Opposition was outlined by Rep. Basdeo Panday, Leader of the 
Opposition in the House of Representatives, yesterday in comments during a 
government resolution for the appointment of a committee of both Houses of 
Parliament to consider Consumer Protection Legislation and law reform 
(Miscellaneous) amendment legislation. 


The resolution, presented by Rep. Errol Mahabir, Minister of Labour, Social 
Security and Co-operatives, who acted as Leader of the House in the absence 
of Rep. Kamaluddin Mohammed, Minister of Agriculture, Lands and Food Produc- 
tion, was for six members of each House to form the committee. 


Mr. Panday told Speaker, Mr. Matthew Ramcharan, he believed that he 
(Mr. Panday) was one of the persons appointed to serve on the joint select 


committee. 


He said: "I want to indicate to this House as a mark of protest that I do 
not propose to serve on that or any other joint select committee until 


further notice. 


"My reason is that it has become patently clear to me that this government 
wants co-operation when it suits it, that it has no intention whatever of 
co-operating with this side when it comes to the most serious questions 


affecting the nation." 


He added: "We have moved in this House the setting up of a joint select 
committee to make proposals for local government reform and we consider that 
to be most crucial, most urgent and most pressing, and until such time as 
the government indicates that it intends to deal with the real problems of 
this society, which includes local government reform." 
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His action of protest he said, was to decline serving on the committee. 


Rep. Nizam Mohammed, (Opposition, Tabaquite), said that at the last session 
a select committee was formed to look into consumer legislation and the 


committee never met. 


He claimed that two events prevented the committee from meeting--when the 
Prime Minister went to visit areas in the country and ministers went Co 
whip up support for their party convention. 


He said the time had come to let the country know that "we refuse to be 
further used by the PNM regime as a rubber stamp." 


Very Important 


Minister Mahabir, replying, pointed out that Parliament was not suspended 
because of any party convention; it was normal to go into recess in August 
and September and they worked throughout those months and it was only in 
late October that the House went into recess. 


He said Leader of the Opposition should not go away with the idea that 
because Government did not accept his proposals for a select commitcee for 
local government reform that Government did not share his concern about 


reform. 


Cabinet, he said, had appointed a committee of ministers to go into a paper 
prepared by the Minister of Local Government and Community Development 


relating to local government reform. 


He regretted that the Opposition did not want to sit on the committee as he 
pointed out that consumer legislation was very important. 


Charges in House 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 2/4 Jan 83 p 3 


[Text ] 


Government elections, due 
within the next three 
months. 

He said —— under 
which the Elections and 
Boundaries Commission 


ALL THE GUNS and armed police would not 
stop the people from expressing ‘‘their deep 
sense of alienation.’”’ This sentiment was ex- 
pressed in the House of Representatives on Fri- 
day by the Leader of the Opposition, Mr. Basdeo 





Panday, during debate on a Government motion 
on the draft of the Elections and Boundaries 
Commission (Local Government) order, 1983. 
Mr. Panday swore that 
the poten my ate wae 
n Siti 
me uest that as draft be 
deferred andappoint a joint 
select committee for Local 


Government reform — 
fore the holding of :he Local 
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operated was drawn up in 
colonial times, which suited 
the colonial masters. 

Bangin the table 
angrily, r. Panday, 
charged that the ruling par- 
ty was concerned only with 
staying in power. 

“If you so want to stay in 
power, stay in power...you 








can eat it...” 

Aftacking the news 
media for showing favourit- 
ism to the Government 
side, the lawyer /political- 
‘trade unionist said they, 
too, would meet their 
Waterloo. 

He attempted to read a 
letter, purportedly written 
by one of his constituents, 
but he was presented from 
doing so, as it was against 
the Standing Orders. 

He emphasised that Local 
Government should be re- 
formed to reflect the inde- 
pendent status of Trinidad 
and Tobago, and to make it 
more meaningful. 


MINOR CLASH 


Mr. Panday alleged that 
cogruption was rife in the 
system, and Government 
could not ask Local Govern- 
ment to be more effective 
when “none of the au- 
thorities could discipline 
workers.”’ 

“He had a minor clash 
with Speaker, Mr. Matthew 
Ramcharan who told him 
that words like 


‘‘dishonesty’’ and 
‘*hypocrisy’’ were 
unparliamentary. 

r. Panday: 


“Mr. Speaker, I think you 
will have to supply me with 
a list of the words you can 


that another 


use in this House..” 


His colleague from 


Oropouche, r. Trevor 
Sudama, questioned the 
independence of the com- 
mission. 


Mr. Sudama charged that 


even though the draft re- 
port stated it was prepared 
with clarity, among other 
things he read portions of 
the document to prove it 
was not. 


He alleged that one of the 


bases for the perpetuation 
of the ruling party was the 


work of the commission, and 
basis was the 
use of State resources for 
party purposes. 

The member argued that 
if the work of the commis- 
sion was biased, then elec- 
tions would not be fair. 

Speaker Ramcharan 
adjourned the House for tea 
break when the member 
was about to quote a book 
‘written by that eminent 
PNM stalwart, Selwyn 
Ryan.” 


Alliance Proposals 





Port-of-Spain ¢RINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 25 Jan 83 p 6 


[Text ] 


THE National 
Alliance has 
suggested a_ revolu- 
tionary series of 
changes in the organ- 
isation of the county 
councils, which would 
in effect abolish the 
present system and 
replace it with ‘‘a 
more autonomous sys- 
tem of local govern- 
ment.” 

In a report presented by 
Senator Dr. Brinsley 
Samaroo to an Allionce con- 
vention last week, he ask 


for local: bodies to collect 
house, land and all other 





taxes relevant to their 
area, including taxes on 
motor vehicles and court 
fines. 

These, together with 


rants — in aid, would 
inance the activities of the 
councils. 


Senator Samaroo advised 
removal of the now domi- 


nant position of the Chief 
Administrative Officer 
(CAO), and a system where 
the councils had executive 
power, with the CAO bein 
their administrative of- 
ficer. 

Councils must also have 
more powers granting and 
controlling services and 
supplies, and no longer be 
unable to enforce efficiency 


in areas like truck borne wa- 
ter and garbage collection. 

Senator Samaroo also 
called for annual budgets 
for councils based on their 
estimates, with freedom 
from ministerial interven- 
tion, and with 
accountability to the 
auditor general. 

In his proposed new sys- 
tem the umbrella body 
would be pestee> 
authority with complete 
autonomy in planning and 
policy, transport, housing, 
water, sewerage and refuse 
disposal, police, fire, health, 
education and welfare of a 
large area. 

Lower, down district 





councils would plan and im- 
picment local projects like 
road building, electrifica- 
tion, health and related 
functions. 

For the financing of such a 
system, the councils would 
apart from various loca 
taxes, be able to impose a 
local trade tax on bodies or 
individuals making profits 
from trade in the area. __ 

With a central loan -fund 
and grants-in-aid, the 
financing should be ade- 
quate said Dr. Samaroo. 
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[Text ] 


AN OPPOSITION amend- 
ment to a Government mo- 
tion, seeking deferment of 
the Elections and 
Boundaries Commission's 
report on the forthcoming 
Local Government 
elections, and for the 
establishment of a Joint 
Select Committee to study 
Local Government reform, 


was defeated yesterday in 
the House of Representa- 
tives on a 22-9 majority 
vote. 

The substantive Govern- 
ment motion calling for 
approval of the 
Commission's report was 
passed without a division 
vote taken. 

All ten Opposition 
members in the House spoke 
in the detate that began 
earlier this month. 

Opposition Leader, Rep 
Basdeo Panday, the first to 
oppose the motion that was 
tabled by Dr. Cuthbert 
Joseph, Minister of 
Community Development 
and Local Government, was 
the one who tabied the 
amendment seeking defer- 
ment of the report and call- 
ing for a Select Committee 
on Local Government re- 
form. 


While all ten Opposition 
members spoke, apart from 


CSO: 3298/352 





Rebuff in House 


Dr. Joseph, the Govern- 
ment did not put any other 
member into the debate. 
ssheas yeommtny, Oppoal 
ate yesterday, si- 
tion member, Mr. Winston 
Dookeran, spoke in support 
of the amendment. , 

While doing so he said 
that despite receivin 
letters from the Clerk 
the House asking him to re- 
sume meetings of the Pub- 
lic Accounts Committee of 
which he is chairman, Mr. 
Dookeran said he has 
advised the Leader of the 

sition that he did not 
wish to chair any further 
meetings of the Committee 
until its last report is de- 
bated in the House. 

Mr. James Ogiste, 
Member for Tobago West, 
urged that the report be 

erred until a Select Com- 
mittee had looked into the 
matter and report before 
March 31. 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


STATISTICAL OFFICE REPORTS GENERAL DROP IN PRODUCTION 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 24 Jan 83 p 4 


Text] There was a significant decline in the production of certain domes- 
tic products during the last quarter of 1981 and the first quarter of 1982. 
Figures just released by the Central Statistical Office of the Ministry of 
Finance show a decline of 11.6 per cent in production at several local 
industries. These do not include oil and sugar. 


Factors contributing to the decline are varied and the decreased production 
of petro-chemicals is a result of a downward movement in the production of 


ammonia. There has been a decline of 32.2 per cent. 


Production of furniture and mattresses declined by 57.2 per cent and the 
reason given was the reduced output of mattresses, living room sets and 


wardrobes. 
In other industries similar figures have been recorded. 


Motor vehicle production declined by 39.9 per cent, ship and boat building 
and repairs 30.9 per cent, metal containers 30.3 per cent. 


A decrease in the output of tinplate, cans and steel drums have been the 
direct cause of the latter decline. 


These decreases offset increases in other industries, cigarettes 13.5 per 
cent, sawmills 27.9 per cent, cement 31.8 per cent, concrete products 14.2 
per cent, metal building materials 60.6 per cent. 


Smaller Drop 


An increase in the output of refined petroleum products of 12.2 per cent 
together with the commencement of sugar productions resulted in a compara- 
tively smaller decline of 7.8 per cent in the All Industry Index including 


these industries. 


In the first quarter of 1982, a decrease of 8.3 per cent was recorded in 
industrial sales of the manufacturing sector excluding oil and sugar. The 
figure is larger than that for the previous quarter. 











Significant downward movements were observed in the production of alcoholic 
beverages which declined by 22.8 per cent, for non-alcoholic beverages there 
was a similar decline of 22.4 per cent. 


Other figures are footwear, 32.8 per cent, furniture/mattresses, 51l./ per 
cent; motor vehicles, 21.4 per cent; household appliances, 31.1 per cent 
and metal furniture, 20.4 per cent. 


On the other hand, there were relatively large increases recorded in some 
industries. The figures are: meat, poultry and fish, 33.0 per cent; saw- 
mills, 38.5 per cent; clay bricks and blocks, 41.3 per cent and glass 
plastic products for construction, 31.9 per cent. 


However, as sales increased in oil (8.4 per cent) and sugar (56.1 per cent ) 
the All Industry Index including both these industries recorded a relatively 


smaller decrease of 1.2 per cent. 


CSO: 3298/352 


119 











COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


SIX-PERCENT GROWTH IN ECONOMY REGISTERED IN 1979-1981 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 21 Jan 83 p 20 


(Text ] 

REAL gréwth in Trinidad and T as measured inte ga’ : , 
mn the overall Gross Domeste Product (GDP). at 19% prose = 20" tan 
increased at an annual average rate of six per cent from to petroleurn exports in spite of 
1981 mainly on the strength of dynamism in the non-oil seciprs idly-rising | ed 
which expanded faster than ov growth, ow -te ath y teak ies 

This i= stated in the Mer., - we E Fe 
chant bunk’s January issue of a Pea de Bale 
its “Monthly Economic B petroleum Sector; weakening — 0“ ' 
tin” under the heading ‘“‘Sum- international oil prices Although the current 

: of Recent Economic - their effects on the overall account continued in 1980 and 
Performance.” _ , ot bosi activity; par- 1981, international supply and 

to the Bulletin, cade tr a service vity; onl demand condicons for petro- 
as the non-cil sectors . were tors and om levels of money ee ee ae ae 
expanded, output in the income and the dramatic in- San ae hee te 
so that its contribution. to res. #: 1981 was 21 per cent less than 
real GDP declined from 13.8 According ‘to the Bulletin, the previous year. ~~ 
per cent in 1979 to 105 per there were also many reasons “On the basis of estimates 
cent in 1981. “ * there .was a sizeable for last year from the Central 

However the Bulletin noted deficit in 1982 as com- Statistical Office (CSO), mer 
that this expansion was pared to surpluses in the pre- Chandise imports were ex 
short-lived " vious two years» ' pected to exceed re 

During the course of 1982 These it listed as reduced ceipts resulting in first 
cently shown in non-ol sec tions and a doubling of outlays 1979. 
tors were negatively affected for personal expenditures “On account 
by lower output mainly in ex partly to meet retroactive net private capital inflows re- 
~ agriculture and manu- payments. These caused buoyant as net direct 
acturing. a ion reduction in Govert- investment rose by some 48 

“This outcome together ment’s surplus and the total per cent in 1981 and was anti- 
with a continuing decline in outlay for capital expendi- cipated to decline only mar 
the petroleum sector were tures being maintained close ginally during the course of 
oe ee ge to 1681 eves 1982. 

declaration in The Bulletin noted tha “ ; 
growth for the year.” financing of this deficit was ye cal i a > 

TAX COLLECTION eosesss Sf ae 

Among overri rea- was also € to raise the and overall balance of 
sons behind the deterioration aes eal any y — remained in surplus 
in Government's fiscal s on ; 2 but with a small increase in 
tions, the Bulletin named the “Since the mid-seventies international reserves for 
following as being responsible: this country has experienced last year,”’ said the Economic 
Lower output fevels. in the a build-up of foreign exchange Bullenn. 


CSO: 3298/352 











COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


ONR QUERIES TELCO $15-MILLION WRITE-OFF IN DEAL WITH ITT 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 27 Jan 83 p 3 


[Text] Why did State-owned Trinidad and Tobago Telephone Company Telco) 
not seek to recover its full expenditure with ITT (International Telephone 
and Telegraph) North Electric Company and why did Telco write off $15.1 
million after it decided to consider the projects with ITT abanconed? 


These are among questions posed in a letter from the Organisation for 
National Reconstruction (ONR) to the Public Utilities Commission (PUC) 
requesting "further and better particulars" from Telco in its application 
for increased rates and charges which came up before a tribunal of PUC 


yesterday afternoon. 
Because of the letter, hearing was adjourned to February 28. 


And just before the end of yesterday's short session, the Communication 
Workers' Union (CWU) raised a glaring problem facing almost everyone attend- 
ing the case--inadequate accommodation. 


At the resumption yesterday, PUC's Chairman and tribunal head, Dr. Selwyn 
Rvan, referred to the request from the ONR--one of the objectors to the 
application--and called on counsel for Telco to speak before ruling. 


Mr. Selby Wooding, S.C., leading counsel for Telco, said the company could 
not argue the matter yesterday as it had no prior knowledge of such a 


request. 


Mr. Karl Hudson-Phillips, S.C., Political Leader of the ONK and leading 
counsel for the party, said it was unfortunate Telco did not get the letter 


as it was sent January 21. 


After some deliberations it was decided to adjourn the session to 
February 28. 


During that period correspondences would be exchanged but Mr. Wooding 
stressed Telco reserved the right to refuse the ONR's request. 
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Glare of Cameras 


As Dr. Ryan was calling the session to a close, Mr. Lyle Townsend, the 
CWU's Secretary General, raised the issue of the cramped accommodation. 


He said that even though the taking of evidence had not actually started, 
he observed his team was not able to function properly. 


Asked by Dr. Ryan to elaborate, Mr. Townsend said: ‘Mr. Chairman if you 
just look at any hands, I am holding my files in ny hands." 


Dr. Ryan said the matter was also of concern to PUC. 


Later, Mr. Frank Solomon, for Telco, complained about the glare of TIT 
cameras. 


He said it was impossible to conduct such a serious issue with a somewhat 
theatrical background. 


Later, an official of the PUC told the Press that since 1980 there were 
plans for provisions of additional accommodation. 


Sach time something came up causing plans to be changed. 


Se said: "What is shameful is that the work of PUC is being seriously 


affected by this terrible situation. Plans were set in gear for more 
space when we had a staff of 19. Now we have a staff of 53." 


CSO: 3298/352 
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